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Rabin, Arafat to visit Moscow in April* 

MOSCOW (R) — Palestine liberation Organisation (PLO) leader, 
Yasser Arafat and Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin have both 
accepted invitations from President Boris Yeltsin to visit Moscow in 
Apni. a senior Russian diplomat said on Tuesday. The visits would not 
be simultaneous, Viktor Gokiddze, deputy head of the Foreign 
Ministry's Middle East Department, told & news conference. Mr. 
Gokitidze said Mr. Arafat has been invited to come to Moscow on 
April 19 and Mr. Rabin on April 24-26. *The invitations were 
accepted with gratitude and we... consider that on these dates we will 
receive the leaders of the PLO and Israel in Moscow,** he said. Mr. 
Gokitidze said that both the PLO and Israel were ready to resume, 
peace talks, stalled after tbe Hebron mosque massacre, but Mr. Arafat 
warned to link the resumption of talks to adoption of a U.N. Security 
Council resolution denouncing the killings. Mr. Gokitidze accompa- 
nied Foreign Minister Andrei Kozyrev on a lightning visit coTunis and 
Israel last week. 
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Gaza Fateh chief 
visits Knesset 

TE|* A yrV (R) — The leader 
of Fateh in the occupied Gaza 
Strip made an unprecedented 
visit to Israel’s parliament 
(Knesset) on Tuesday with a 
message that peace and Jewish 
settlements were incompatible. 
Sufian Abu Zaideh said Israel 
had to understand that the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) suspended peace 
talks because a settler's slaugh- 
ter of 60 Palestinians in the 
West Bank on Feb. 25 proved 
a longstanding fear. “We al- 
ways thought that peace with 
settlers and settlements re- 
maining was impossible. The 
massacre in Hebron proved 
that point and because of that 
the negotiations stopped,” Mr. 
Abu Zaideh told reporters at 
the parliament building. Mem- 
bers of Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin’s Labour Party invited 
Mr. Abu Zaideh and his de- 
legation to make the visit. 

Leotard visits 
Jeddah 

DUBAI (R) — French De- 
fence Minister Francois 
Leotard paid a lightning visit to 
Saudi Arabia, which has been 
critical of Europe’s stance on 
the former Yugoslav republic 
of Bosnia. The Saudi Press 
Agency (SPA) said on Tuesday 
Mr. Leotard met King Fahd in 
Jeddah and Saudi Defence 
Minister Prince Sultan after 
visiting Bosnia with French 
Prime Minister Edouard Baha- 
dur. He left the Kingdom late 
on Monday. Saudi Arabia has 
repeatedly criticised European 
reluctance to defend Bosnia’s 
beleaguered Muslims and 
these concerns 'were expressed 
to Mr. Bahadur during talks 
with King Fahd in January. 

Sudan rebel leader 
seeks world help 

ROME (R) — A Sudanese 
rebel leader said on Tuesday 
that rival guerrillas in Africa’s 
biggest country had resolved 
their most serious conflicts, 
and urged world leaders to 
help them win independence 
from Khartoum. “We call 
upon the international com- 
munity to (make) the govern- 
ment of Sudan commit itself to 
a peaceful settlement of the 
conflict instead of waging 
war,” said Riek Machar, lead- 
er erf one faction of the Sudan 
Peoples' Liberation Army 
(SPLA). Speaking to repor- 
ters, Mr. Machar accused the 
Khartoum government of 
mounting a dry season offen- 
sive aimed at killing and dis- 
placing innocent civilians. 

9 Somalis killed 

MOGADISHU (R) — Indian 
peacekeeping troops shot dead 
nine Somali bandits who 
attacked a relief convoy on 
Tuesday in a fresh s’urge of 
lawlessness. A Zimbabwean 
peacekeeper was shot dead 
outside his camp in the village 
of Afgoye, near Mogadishu, 
but the details were not yet 
known, U.N. officers said. 
U.N. military spokesman Ma- 
jor Chris Budge told reporters 
that 14 bandits raked the con- 
voy with gunfire as it headed 
for the inland town of Baidoa. 
“The escorting troops returned 
fire and five (were) wounded 
who were evacuated to Baidoa 
by helicopter and nine were 
killed," Maj. Budge told re- 
porters. The Indians who are 
based in Baidoa, the town once 
at the heart of Somalia’s 
famine, were travelling with a 
16-vehicle Irish convoy at the 
time. Peacekeepers confis- 
cated machine guns, rifles and 
a rocket launcher. 

Clinton extends ban 
on testing 

NASHUA (AP) — President 
Clinton has extended a mora- 
torium on U.S. nuclear 
weapons testing for , ■ 
through September 1995? the 
White House announced Tues- 
day. The announcement came 
during a visit by the president 
to New Hampshire* The cur- 
rent nuclear testing morator- 
ium was to expire at the end of 
this September. Among tne 
factors leading to the effu- 
sion, said White House Press 
Secretary Dee Dee Myers, was 
restraint showed by other nuc- 
lear powers ‘in not responding 
to China's nudear test last 
October.” 


Palestinian security 
more important than 
resumed talks — PLO 

Rabin heads for U. S. ; Peres says 
April timetable may not be met; Arabs 
dismayed over Security Council vote delay 


TUNIS (Agencies) — Protec- 
tion for Palestinians against 
Jewish settlers in Israeli- 
occupied territories is more im- 
portant than any deal for re- 
suming talks with Israel, a 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) offidal said on 
Tuesday. 

“No one can threaten us 
with the time factor, because 


Palestinians’ security is more 
important than time and than 
any accord," PLO Executive 
Committee member Yasser 
Abed-Rabbo told Reuters. 

Mr. Abed-Rabbo was speak- 
ing after talks on Monday be- 
tween U.S. envoy Dennis Ross 
and PLO leader Yasser Arafat 
in which Mr. Ross pressed the 
PLO to resume negotiations on 


Israeli interpretation 
of Oslo deal a key hurdle 


By Michael Jansen 

ISRAEL’S deliberate misinter- 
pretation of provisions in the 
Oslo accord has become what 
an authoritative PLO source 
said is “one of the issues" 
preventing tbe return by tbe 
Palestinians to the peace talks 

Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin said Monday that 
there could be no discussion of 
Israeli settlements in the occu- 
pied territories for “two 
years,” in accordance with The 
Oslo accord. He also said that 
the PLO’s demand for urgent, 
discussion of the settlements, 
which Palestinians consider a 
threat to their security, 
amounted to a “contraven- 
tion” of the Oslo accord which, 
according to Israel, specifies 
that such negotiations are not 
due to begin before the end of 
the second year of the interim 
period. However, it is Israel’s 
own misinterpretation of the 
accord which calls into ques- 
tion the adherence of Mr. 
Rabin and his government to 
the accord signed in Washing- 
ton last September. 

Tbe PLO source said Palesti- 
nian negotiators during discus- 
sions with the three-man 


Israeli delegation in Tunis last 
weekend countered this Israeli 
misinterpretation by referring 
to the text of the Oslo accord 
which states in paragraph 2 
article V: “Permanent status 
negotiations will commence as 
soon as possible, but not later 
than the beginning of the third 
yea i of the interim period..." 
And paragraph 3: “It is under- 
stood that these negotiations 
shall cover remaining issues, 
including: Jerusalem, refugees, 
settlements, security arrange- 
ments...” 

Baring themselves on the 
Oslo accord, the Palestinians 
asked for prompt establish- 
ment of a committee to begin 
discussions on settlements, a 
demand Israel has refused. 
Such refusal would seem to 
violate the intention if not the 
letter of the Oslo accord; this 
intention being that such nego- 
tiations “will commence as 
soon as possible." 

According to the source, the 
PLO has, unfortunately, per- 
mitted the Israeli misinter- 
pretation of the accord to stand 
in the public mind by failing to 
correct Israel and call the 
world’s attention to what tbe 
Oslo accord really says. 


implementing the PLO-Israel 
peace deal signed in Washing- 
ton last September (see page 
2 ). 

Tbe negotiations, intended 
to lead to Palestinian self-rule 
in parts of the West Bank and 
the Gaza Strip, stopped after a 
Jewish settler massacred about 
60 Palestinian worshippers in a 
Hebron mosque on Feb. 25. 

PLO officials said the 
Arafat-Ross meeting failed to 
achieve a breakthrough be- 
cause the U.S. envoy could not 
give sufficient commitments on 
security measures for Palesti-. 
nians in occupied territories. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin left for Washing- 
ton Tuesday hoping to rescue 
the peace talks. 

Before beading for the Un- 
ited States to meet President 
Bill Clinton on Wednesday, 
Mr. Rabin told army radio: “I 
know the American effort is to 
bring about a process that mil 
get the talks back on track." 

Since the massacre, Israel 
has cracked down on hardcore 
militant J e ws, 'detaining some 
without trial, disarming and 
limiting the movements of 
others and outlawing two anti-, 
Arab groups. 

But the PLO said more was 
needed to ensure the safety of 
Palestinians. 

Israeli Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres said the Rabin- 
CHnton meeting might provide 
the breakthrough which 
escaped the Arafat-Ross meet- 
ing. 

“I see some difficulties and I 
see an air of crisis, but in my 
judgement we didn’t reach a 
deadend,” Mr. Peres told re- 
porters. 

“They want some more mea- 
sures as a result of the event in 

(Continued on page 3) 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — The 
United Nations may consider 
lifting a ban on Iraqi oil ex- 
ports soon, rewarding Bagh- 
dad for progress in eliminating 
its weapons of mass destruc- 
tion, a senior Russian diplomat 
told Interfax news agency on 
Tuesday. 

A special U.N. commission 
monitoring Iraq's disarmament 
over the past two years bad 
reached conclusions that were 
“generally favourable for 
Iraq," he said. 

“This gives a formal pretext 
for raising the question in the 
Security Council of lifting tbe 
ofi embargo, he added. 

The report, suggesting Mos- 
cow supported some earing of 
the embargo against its former 
ally, comes ahead of a U.N. 
Security Council meeting, 
scheduled for March 16 or 17, 
to review sanctions imposed 
after Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait 
in 1990. 

Tbe diplomat believed the 
ofl embargo would not be lifted 
“immediately.” Baghdad 
coaid be given a trial period 
pending a final decision, he 
said. 

The Russian Foreign Minis- 
try’s {ness- service could not 
immediately comment on the 
report. 

The diplomat said Moscow, 
once a major suppfier of arms 
and other goods to Iraq, 
wanted “a positive decision” 
on the oil embargo, whose 

■ lifting would contribute to a 
: glut that has depressed world 

■ prices. 

“This would allow us to be- 
gin recovering Iraqi debts,” 
the diplomat said the debts are 
estimated at about S6 billion. 

■ Other non-oil sanctions 
| could remain . in. force until 
I Baghdad recognised the 


sovereignty and borders of 
Kuwait, he said. 

Russia, which backed the 
West in imposing and main- 
taining the sanctions, has been 
pursuing a more forceful and 
independent foreign polity line 
since communists and national- 
ists won strong support in De- 
cember parliamentary elec- 
tions. 

The foreign ministry has said 
a trial period for Iraq should be 
no more than she months, after 
which Russia would be pre- 
pared to examine the issue of 
lifting the oil embargo in 
accordance with clause 22 of 
Seenrity Council Resolution 
687. 

Moscow has told Iraq, which 
has been campaigning for an 
end to tbe embargo, that it 
must bow fully to Security 
Council demands. 

The United States, which led 
the coalition that defeated Ira- 
qi forces in the Gulf war, has 
taken a harder line than other 
council members in opposing 
lifting the sanctions. 

Washington has signalled it 
wants Iraq to comply with 
more demands than just des- 
.troying its weapons. 

Other Western powers have 
noted Iraqi cooperation until 
the U.N. resolution calling for 
elimination of weapons of mass 
destruction. But They say 
Baghdad has failed to comply 
with other demands, including 
a resolution on the inviolability 
of Iraq's border with Kuwait. 

Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister 
Tareq Aziz left Amman for 
New York on Tuesday for talks 
with U.N. officials on monitor- 
ing destruction of Baghdad's 
weapons. 

Adel Ibrahim, a spokesman 


for the Iraqi embassy in Am- 
man, said Mr. Aziz will head 
an Iraqi delegation that started 
talks at the United Nations on 
Monday. 

Gen. Amer Rashid, head of 
Iraq’s Military-Industrial Com- 
mission, launched tbe talks 
with Rolf Ekeus, a Swedish 
diplomat. Mr. Ekeus heads the 
U.N. Special Commission 
monitoring the elimination of 
Iraq’s weapons of mass des- 
truction. 

Diplomats dose to the U.N. 
talks expressed optimism, but 
acknowledged that differences 
remain. 

Officials of the U.N. 
weapons monitoring team said 
Mr. Ekeus planned to meet 
with Mr. Aziz, probably on 
Wednesday. 

Diplomats said that among 
the issues needed to be discus- 
sed tins week indude so-called 
“dual-purpose" sites, which 
could have a civilian use but 
could be altered to make 
weapons materials. 

U.N. and Iraqi officials also 
intend to work up a blueprint 
on monitoring activities, in- 
cluding plans for photo- 
graphing various sites. 

Mr. Ekeus has said he would 
need to see six months of frill 
compliance by Iraq with 
weapons monitoring resolu- 
tions before he could recom- 
mend the lifting of the oil 
embargo’ Diplomats could not 
indicate when that six-month 
period would begin. 

U.S. officials have made it 
dear they want to see a longer 
monitoring time frame and 
have sought to attach condi- 
.tions to the lifting of the 
embargo, such as Iraq's accept- 
ance of the U.N .-designated 
border with Kuwait. 



HIS ROYAL Hi ghness Crown Prince Hassan is 
escorted upon his arrival in Zaghreb, Croatia, 
on Monday by Major General GhazS Tayeb 


(left), the Jordanian official who commands the 
U.N. force in Croatia, and unidentified others 
(AFP photo) 


Israeli forces kill Palestinian 


OCCUPIED GAZA (Agen- 
des) — Israeli border police 
shot dead a Palestinian and 
seriously wounded another in a 
gunbattle on Tuesday in the 
occupied Gaza Strip, military 
sources said. ' 

The Islamic Resistance 
Movement, Hamas, had 
vowed earlier to carry out 
attacks on Tuesday to avenge a 
Jewish settler's massacre of 60 
Palestinians at a Hebron mos- 
que in the West Bank last 
month. 

The sources said the Palesti- 
nians fired from an orchard at 
a police vehide, spurring the 
Israeli return fire. No police- 
_mco_were hurt. 

Hamas vowed last week to 
-attack four Jewish settlements 
in the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip unless their resi- 
dents moved out by March 15. 

In Tekoa, a community of 
180 mainly immigrant families 
with a strong core of settlers 
from English-speaking coun- 


tries, the Hamas threat 
appeared to have fallen on 
deaf ears. 

A lone soldier stood guard, 
as usual, at the gate to the 
settlement, situated between 
Bethlehem and Hebron. 

For its mostly religious resi- 
dents, Tekoa is an expression 
of their claim to a “Biblical 
right to tbe land of Israel.” 

For Palestinians, the settle- 
ment of red-roofed villas and 
scruffy caravans is a blot on the 
stark, rocky landscape and- 
another example of Israeli 
domination. 

Thick yellow lines painted at 
crossroads mark tbe way to 
Tekoa, to ensure that Israelis 
do not make a wrong turn into 
Palestinian communities. 

Children sang in its nursery 
school and those taking the bus 
home to- nearby settlements, 
were escorted, as they are ev- 
ery day, by a military com- 
mand car on a winding road 
through Arab villages. 


Jewish workers packed 
mushrooms in a factory in the 
tiny part of the settlement de- 
signated on a road sign as an 
'industrial area.” Most of 
Tekoa’s men work in Jeru- 
salem. 

Asked if she was scared of 
Hamas guerrillas, an old 
woman shot back: “I don’t 
know any.” 

Another resident of the hill- 
top settlement — which faces 
at least one Arab village widely 
known as a Hamas stronghold 
— said the real threat came 
from within. 

“It’s the actions of the gov- 
ernment that bother us, not 
Hamas." said Michal Shir-El, 
refering to its peace deal with 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) and the deci- 
sion after the Hebron massacre 
to crack down on militant Jew- 
ish groups. 

“People here are saying, if 
we fold our tents, where will 
we go?" she asked. 


Levinger taken to court in Israeli 
gesture to woo Palestinians to talks 

Thousands demonstrate against Rabin 


U.N. may consider Iraq oil 
ban soon —Russian diplomat 


KIRYAT ARBA, Occupied 
West Bank (AP) — Rabbi 
Moshe Levinger. the militant 
founder of the Jewish settle- 
ment movement in the occu- 
pied territories, was hauled 
into court Tuesday on charges 
of ignoring army orders. 
Palestinians still simmering ab- 
out the massacre clashed with 
troops. 

The Israeli army was heavily 
deployed in the occupied terri- 
tories. on alert for attacks be- 
cause Tuesday was tbe dead- 
line given in a leaflet by a 
Palestinian group for settlers to 
abandon about half a dozen 
Jewish settlements or face 
attack. 

Meanwhile, tens of 
thousands of right-wing de- 
monstrators, many of them set- 
tlers from the occupied lands, 
defied tbe threat of Hamas 
attack to rally against the gov- 
ernment's peace policies in Tel 
Aviv. 

The protesters, many with 
rifles slung over their shoul- 
ders, marched from the city's 
main square to the defense 
ministry nearby, pushing baby 
carriages, waving torches and 
Israeli flags and shouting slo- 


gans against Mr. Rabin. 

Several demonstrators were 
reportedly arrested when the 
crowd spilled over from the 
Kings of Israel square and 
blocked one of the city’s main 
thoroughfares. Later, police 
blocked off area streets as pro- 
testers marched to the defense 
ministry, hampering down-' 
town traffic in the country’s 
main city. 

During the rally, demonstra- 
tors waved posters claiming 
Mr. Rabin doesn't have a man- 
date to make concessions to 
the Palestinians. 

The crowd booed opposition 
leader Benjamin Netanyahu 
when he called the Hebron 
massacre a crime and cheered 
when he told them, “If we 
don’t have the right to live in 
Hebron we don’t have tbe right 
to live anywhere in this coun- 
try." 

Demonstrators burned 
Palestinian flags and Israel 
television reported four people 
carrying posters of the anti- 
Arab Kach group were 
arrested. 

Clashes erupted in Jeru- 
salem and in the Gaza Strip. 
On east Jerusalem’s main Arab 


shopping artery troops fired 
tear-gas at youths throwing 
rocks at them. 

In Gaza, two armed men 
hiding in a gas station opened 
fire on a passing army jeep that 
was part of stepped up patrols. 
Soldiers chased them into the 
town of Beit Lahiya and shot 
both of them, killing one and 
seriously wounding another, 
according to army and Palesti- 
nian reports. 

Kiryat Arba, a settlement of 
8,000, was one of half a dozen 
threatened in the leaflet pub- 
lished by the Islamic Resist- 
ance Movement, Hamas, after 
the massacre. Resident Baruch 
Goldstein murdered at least 60 
Palestinian worshippers at the 
Ibrahimi Mosque. 

Several security roadblocks 
were added Tuesday along the 
45-kilometres road between 
Jerusalem and Kityat Arba. 
Soldiers scanned the settle- 
ment constantly with binocu- 
lars. 

Hebron, has been kept 
under curfew, its 110,000 
Palestinian residents confined 
indoors for most of tbe 19 days 
since the massacre took place. 

(Continued on page 3) 


Crown 

Prince 

visits 

Sarajevo 

SARAJEVO (Agencies) — 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan was received 
with all the ceremonies the 
battered Bosnian capita! of 
Sarajevo could muster Tues- 
day. 

He responded by urging sup- 
port for international diploma- 
tic efforts to end the city’s siege 
and tbe country's brutal 23- 
month ethnic war. 

“King Hussein and the. 
Jordanian people extend their 
deepest sympathies for your' 
suffering and the suffering of 
the people of Sarajevo,”; 
Prince Hassan said in remarks 
to Bosnian President Alija 
Izetbegovic. 

The Crown Prince was wel- 
comed by Mr. Izetbegovic and 
a Bosnian army honour guard 
as he stepped from his 
armoured car onto a tattered 
and slightly stained yellow car- 
pet and strode into Bosnia’s 
shrapnel-pocked presidency 
building . 

After their meeting, Mr. 
Izetbegovic thanked tbe Prince 
for Jordan’s support during the 
war, especially for sheltering 
400 Bosnian refugees. 

The Bosnian president used 
the occasion to renew his call 
for a just peace to end the 
Bosnian conflict. 

He said such a peace should 
include the return of occupied 
territories, the return of re- 
fugees to their homes and the 
punishment of war criminals, 
"not as revenge, but as an act 
of justice to pave the way for 
possible reconciliation." 

Crown Prince Hassan had 
visited Croatian President 
FranjoTudjman in Zaghreb on 
Monday, where he also met 
Yasushi Akashi, the U.N. spe- 
cial envoy to the former 
Yugoslavia, and the new U.N. 
peacekeeping commander. 
General Bertrand de Lapresle. 

The Prince used his stop in 
Sarajevo to visi: some of the 
3,000 Jordanian troops doing 
U.N. duty in Croatia and Bos- 
nia. 

A number of the Jordanians 
were recently reassigned to the 
Bosnian capital ro help consoli- 
date a successful five-week old 
ceasefire between Muslim-led 
government troops and Serbs 
besieging tbe city. 

President Izetbegovic paid 
tribute to Jordan's efforts in 
the peacekeeping mission and 
for its hosting 400 Bosnian 
families and wounded who 
were treated at Jordanian hos- 
pitals. 

Later in a statement to the 
press, the Crown Prince said 
that more Jordanian troops 
would be sent to serve with tbe 
U.N. force in Bosnia. 

Prince Hassan was sche- 
duled to visit a war shelter In 
the Croatian town of Upik 
near the border with Bosnia. 

Prince Hassan had donated 
$10,000 to the reconstruction 
of the shelter, which was des- 
troyed by Serbian shells. His 
donation attracted philan- 
thropist institutions in Canada, 
the U.S., Switzerland, the Un- 
ited Kingdom. New Zealand, 

(Continued on page 3) 


Rights group charges settlers above the law 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — An Israeli human 
rights group charged Tuesday 
that the army and police had 
foiled to adequately investigate 
settler attacks on Palestinians 
for years, fostering an atmos- 
phere that lead to the Hebron 
mosque massacre. 

The 131-page report by Bet- 
selem detailed what resear- 
chers called an institutionalised 
double standard where set- 
tiers, even when they broke 
the law, were seen as allies in 
controlling the occupied terri- 
tories whereas Arabs were 
stigmatised as criminals. 

Betselem also charged there 
was confusion in the army ab- 
out how to handle settlers who 
got violent, with statements by 
top generals about enforcing 
the law not always reflected in 
the orders that soldiers got in 


the field. 

The report follows the Jan. 
25 massacre in a Hebron mos- 
que, when settler Baruch 
Goldstein gunned down at 
least 60 Palestinian worship- 
pers. 

“Goldstein's act did not take 
place in a vacuum, but was the 
result of ongoing incitement to 
harm the Palestinians and 
what's worse, a chain of violent 
incidents by settlers against 
Palestinians with frequent and 
illegal use of weapons," said 
Gila Zvirsky. the head of Bet- 
seletn. 

They army said it was study- 
ing the report and would re- 
spond later. The police issued 
a statement saying investiga- 
tors treated Palestinians and 
Israelis the same, and would 
respond further when it had a 
chance to study the report. 


Settlers frequently say they 
feel vulnerable to attacks be- 
cause the army does not do 
enough to protea them. 

The report said that in a 
study of the 48 cases from 1988 
to 1992 when Palestinians were 
killed by settlers, only 12 made 
it to court. It said 27 were 
dropped, police amid not find 
the files for two and the rest 
were ongoing. 

The report said settlers con- 
victed received lenient sent- 
ences, for lighter than the 
penalties handed down to 
Palestinians sent through the 
militaty court system for simi- 
lar crimes. 

Of eight convicted in Palesti- 
nian deaths, sentences ranged 
from one life sentence to six- 
months public service. At least 
27 cases were dropped and 
police could not find the files 


for two, it said. 

In most cases tbe settlers 
fired after being stoned or 
stabbed by Palestinians, bur 
only four were in life-- 
threatening situations. Eitan 
Felner, an author of the re-' 
port, told reporters. 

Mr. Felner noted that little 
has been done to rectify the- 
leniency towards settlers since 
a report by the attorney gener- 
al's office complained about 
the problem in 1984. 

Betselem said that the cur- 
rent detention orders against; 
eight extremist settlers and- 
banning two groups, Kach and 
Kahane Lives, did not go for 
enough to stopping the protv 
lem. It recommended that the 
full weight of the law be used' 
against anyone involved in vio- 
lence in the occupied territor- 
ies. 
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U.S. working to bring parties back 
to Mideast peace process — Gore 


WASHINGTON — The Un- 
ited States is actively involved 
in drafting a United Nations 
Security Council resolution 
concerning the Hebron mas- 
sacre that" will help bring the 
parties to the Middle East 
peace process back to the 
negotiating table. Vice Presi- 
dent Albert Gore said March 
15. 

"If this resolution can be 
developed in the right spirit, it 
may allow both parties to re- 
join each other at the negotiat- 
ing table and to resume the 
process which Hebron 
threatens to destroy.** Gore 
said in a speech to the Amer- 
ican Israel Public Affairs Com- 
mittee's (AIPAC) annual poli- 
cy conference. 

President Clinton “is work- 
ing hard to achieve a resolution 
:ha: will condemn the mas- 
sacre, that will promote the 
peace process, preserve our 
policy towards Israel on sensi- 
tive issues like Jerusalem, and 
build a future of hope in the 
region." Mr. Gore said. 

The following is an unofficial 
transcript of Gore's remarks: 

Mr. Gore: 1 wish I could go 
on and acknowledge indi- 
vidually the friends who are 
here who are personally impor- 
tant to me because of the 
relationships that I have had 
the privilege and honour of 
building up over the years. As 
a matter of fact, I think of all of 
the individuals in this group to 
whom I am personally close. I 
think I've heard from all of you 
within the last 48 hours, as a 
matter of fact. 

It*s been an interesting year. 

1 have to begin by saying that. I 
have enjoyed and been hon- 
oured by the privilege to serve 
as vice president of the United 
States. 1 appreciate those of 
you who made it possible for 
me to serve in this capacity and 
tor BUI Clinton to serve as 
president. We've been trying 
very hard to do a good job. I 
have participated actively as 
we have fought battle after 
battle this year. I have even 
had a chance to vote a few 
times, you may have noticed, 
in the Congress. 

I was explaining to those in 
the Democratic caucus the 
other day that the experience 
of being able to vote this year, 
this past year, has had a 
tremendous impact on my 
whole outlook on life. It's 
made me a much more opti- 
mistic and positive person be- 
cause I’ve noticed a pattern. 
Typically, it has been almost 
completely ignored by the 
news media. But if you think 
about it carefully, as I told my 
colleagues, every time I vote, 
we win. It's been a wonderfully 
lifting experience. 

A lot of other things have 
happened. In the past year, 
I've had a chance to engage in 
a debate — I had a chance to 
be attacked by Louis Far- 
rakhan — and I’ve had the 
great privilege of being able to 
continue my warm relationship 
with so many of you in talking 
about the issue of peace in the 
Middle East and talking about 
the other struggles that we 
have and that are important to 
progress. 

I dare say everyone in this 
room has had two dreams of 
peace. The first has been to sec 
Israel secure within its borders. 
Trial's number one. The 
second to sec Israel at peace 
with and secure among its 
neighbours. 

America has tried to make 
the first dream a reality by 
helping Israel meet its require- 
ments for military security and 
to realise the second through 
our diplomacy. That is why 
there has been no moment in 
nsv political experience more 
stirring than the moment when 
Prime Minister Rabin and 


Chairman Arafat stood on the 
White House lawn last 
September with President 
Clinton and shook hands. That 
was the moment when the two 
dreams began to come 
together and merge with real- 
ity. It was a stunning demarca- 
tion line between war and 
peace, between despair and 
hope. 

It would be a heartbreaking 
irony if in Hebron, whose very 
name derives from the Hebrew 
word for “friend,'' such hopes 
could be dashed by one enemy 
of peace walking into a mosque 
carrying grenades and an 
assault rifle. Is that the end? 
Have we returned to an unen- 
ding series of days when bombs 
blow up school buses and when 
soldiers have to disperse 
crowds with tear gas and rub- 
ber bullets? 

The president has been 
working hard to prevent the 
Hebron massacre from ending 
our dreams. He knows that we 
cannot lose the momentum 
that we have developed. He 
knows we cannot lose the sense 
of direction that we have had. 

We're doing everything we 
possibly can to ensure that the 
spirit of September 13 will sur- 
vive the assault of a man whose 
target was not just worshipers, 
but the peace process itself. 

I'd like to talk to you today 
briefly about how we’re trying 
to achieve that goal. First of 
all, at the most fundamental 
level, there is the fact that 
U.S.- Israel relations are as 
good or better than they have 
ever been. It is remarkable to 
note that, as I look back over 
this first year of our adminis- 
tration, there have been pre- 
cious few areas of disagree- 
ment between the United 
States and Israel. 

Instead we have deepened 
and strengthened our rela- 
tionship to the point where it is 
probably the closest that we 
have with any of our friends 
and allies anywhere in the 
world. We want to keep it that 
way. 

Incidentally, I do appreciate 
the personal ties in this group 
that I referred to earlier, and I 
remember very well • hosting 
many of you at my house in 
Arlington as Tipper and I wel- 
comed the executive commit- 
tee on a very cold day. It was 
extremely cold, but I couldn't 
remember a wanner gathering. 
We have a different house, bat 
if I am honoured enough to 
bold another reception for 
AIPAC, the reception up there 
at 34th and Massachusetts will 
be just as warm as it was out in 
Arlington, Virgin La, and I look 
forward to that 

Go return to my central 
point, we support Israel be- 
cause it is our major democra- 
tic ally with strategic and 
ideological and cultural lies 
that grow stronger each year. 
This administration has en- 
gaged in a deep and sustained 
effort to build the peace pro- 
cess and to make sure that it 
gains momentum. Obviously, 
it did not start last September, 
nor is it strictly the result of the 
work of the Clinton-Gore 
administration. America is but 
one of the many parties acting 
in the Middle East drama. 

As President Ginton himself 
acknowledged last September, 
even when it comes to our 
specific role, others deserve 
credit as well, from President 
Carter for bringing Anwar 
Sadat and Menachem Begin to 
Camp David, to President 
Bush for initiating the Madrid 
process. 

From the beginning of bis 
administration, though. Presi- 
dent Ginton has been deeply 
committed to doing whatever 
is possible to keep the process 
moving forward towards our 
goal of a comprehensive and 


secure peace for Israel and its 
Arab neighbours. Months of 
vigorous diplomacy by the Un- 
ited States preceded the 
Rabin- Arafat breakthrough of 
last September. The force that 
had been impelling them to- 
wards each other was operat- 
ing within the context of an 
underlying American diploma- 
tic effort. 

Norwegian Foreign Minister 
Johan Holst in particular also 
played a critical role in steering 
two parties already moving to- 
wards each other into final 
contact in a brilliant accom- 
plishment. Once the opportun- 
ity of September 13th pre- 
sented itself. President Ginton 
acted at once to encourage a 
momentum to cany both par- 
ties towards final closure. He 
cannot impose a solution and 
will not on Israel or on the 
Palestinians. Only they, only 
the parties themselves can 
reach an agreement. Our role 
has been to help, to facilitate' 
the process, to create the cir- 
cumstances in which the par- 
ties can arrive at an agreement. 

It is no accident that Presi- 
dent Ginton has been mobilis- 
ing American resources to sus- 
tain Israeli security while at the 
same time mobilising interna- 
tional financial resources to 
provide for the development of 
an economic infrastructure in 
Gaza and Jericho. Our activi- 
ties have been designed to 
make real the possibility of 
secure and normal lives for all 
peoples of the region. 

Have there been discourag- 
ing moments? Of course. But 
as Secretary Christopher work- 
ed with both parties through 
the issuesarising from the Dec- 
laration of Principles, we were 
encouraged. We felt the prob- 
lems were yielding, that we 
were making slow and steady 
progress. And then came Heb- 
ron. 

In the wake of the massacre, 
tiie president stepped forward 
in a public way. He did not 
have to do it. He took a parti- 
cularly large risk by im- 
mediately inviting negotiators 
to move from Cairo mid Taba 
to Washington. Over the last 
few days, much attention- has 
been focused on the United 
Nations Security Council aiidi 
the resolution on the Hebron 
massacre being drafted there. 

We’re actively involved’ in 
the drafting process and in the 
detailed negotiations sur- 
rounding that process. If this 
resolution can be developed in 
the right spirit, it may allow 
both parties to rejoin each 
other at the negotiating table 
and to resume the process 
which Hebron threatens to 
destroy. 

Badly handled, on the other 
hand, this resolution can even- 
more deeply signify the divi- 
sion between the parties and 
create a new and formidable 
obstacle to negotiations at the 
worst possible moment. 

Obviously. 1 cannot go into a 
great many details right now 
while the process is underway 
because it is a very fluid situa- 
tion. But the president is work- 
ing hard to achieve a resolution 
that will condemn the mas- 
sacre. that will promote the 
peace process, preserve our 
policy towards Israel on sensi- 
tive issues like Jerusalem, and 
build a future of hope in the 
region. 

The reason I didn't acknow- 
ledge Steve Grossman at the 
beginning of my talk, inciden- 
tally. is that he is down at the 
White House at this moment 
talking with President Ginton. 

I want to say that we are 
working actively with the 
Palestinians and the Israelis to 
ensure that passage of a U.N. 
resolution is not an isolated 
event. There must be an im- 
mediate return to the negotia- 


tions so that the Declaration of 
Principles can be implemented 
as soon as possible. This is a 
tight, difficult passage for our 
diplomacy. We need the sup- 
port of our friends. And in 
asking for that support. I want 
to assure you at this critical 
moment that the president and 
I have not forgotten the mean- 
ing of Jerusalem. 

I want to say that I cannot be 
sure what trill happen in the 
future, but I am optimistic that 
the parties will return to the 
negotiating table. And there is 
a lot of work to do. We want to 
match the progress which has 
been made in Israeli- 
Palestinian diplomacy with 
similar progress on negotia- 
tions with Syria, Jordan and 
Lebanon. 

With regard to Lebanon, for 
example, we attach great im- 
portance to the existence of a 
sovereign and independent 
Lebanon as pan of the Middle 
East. We support full imple- 
mentation of the Taif Accord 
and withdrawal of all foreign 
forces. 

We welcome President 
Assad's public affirmation of 
Syria's “strategic decision for 
peace and for normal, peaceful 
relations with Israel." But 
Syria needs to do more. It must 
engage the government and 
people of Israel in the only 
kind of dialogue that can estab- 
lish the basis for lasting peace 
and security, one that involves 
both the words and deeds of 
peace. 

And there is one deed that 
would carry special weight. We 
are determined to see that the 
single most offensive relic of 
the past, the Arab boycott, is 
ended now. 

I want to reiterate, as we 
work to achieve the goal of 
peace in the Middle East, we 
are guided by the fundamental 
principle which forms the basis 
for the peace process: our 
absolute commitment to 
Israel’s security and to close 
U.S.-Israel relations. The pres- 
ident told Prime Minister 
Rabin in their first meeting, a 
year ago this month — that 
first meeting as president that 
he had with him, that as Israel 
took risks- for peace, the Un- 
ited' States would be there to 
minimize those risks. 

Prime Minister Rabin's steps 
have been bold, and the presi- 
dent has kept his promise. We 
have moved to enhance Israel’s 
high technology capabilities 
and qualitative edge by main- 
taining Israel's $3-billion 
annual assistance levels in the 
face of unprecedented global 
reductions in our aid budget. 
We have approved Israeli par- 
ticipation in U.S. commercial 
space launch ventures, autho- 
rised the transfer of advanced 
computers to Israel, estab- 
lished the U.S.-Israel Science 
and Technology Commission. 

We have also worked to 
strengthen Israel's defence and 
deterrence ability by working 
together on an anti-ballistic 
missile defence system and by 
transferring F-16s and by au- 
thorising the sale of advanced 
the sale of advanced F-15s. 
The security of Israel is impor- 
tant to us, and we make no 
bones about it. 

We have also worked on a 
range of other issues, econo- 
mic. scientific, and one that is 
an issue that I've worked per- 
sonally on for many years, the 
environment. And I've had 
many interesting meetings with 
Foreign Minister Peres, who is 
dedicated to this particular 
issue. As I’ve written. I've 
always admired the way Israel 
has worked to reclaim de- 
graded land, it is one of the 
great environmental success 
stories of history. And I look 

(Continued on page 5) 



Two Israeli soldiers arrest a Palestinian boy after he threw stones at an Israeli patrol in the 


occupied Gaza Strip (AFP photo) 


Hebron massacre dominates 
‘Eid A1 Fitr celebrations 


RIYADH (AP) — Muslim 
leaders marked the 'Eid A1 Fitr 
holiday with calls for unity and 
renewed condemnation of the 
mosque massacre of Palesti- 
nian worshippers in the Israeli- 
occupied West Bank. 

In a traditional message to 
his subjects. Saudi Arabia's 
King Fahd lamented ‘‘the 
wounds of the Islamic Nation 
that are growing deeper and 
bleeding heavier by the day. 

He mentioned Bosnia. 
Somalia and Afghanistan, but 
emphasised the plight of 
Palestinians against whom “the 
hand of perfidy and crime.” 
was extended at the Hebron 
mosque. 

About worshippers were 
mowed down by a Jewish ex- 
tremist at the Hebron Mosque 
on Feb. 25. 

Eid Al Firr marks the end of 
the month of Ramadan, during 
which Muslim observe a dawn- 
to-dusk fast, refraining from 
eating, drinking smoking and 
sex. 

The three-day holiday nor- 
mally is marked by the ex- 
change of gifts among relatives 
and lavish banquets. But this 
year, the mosque massacre cast 
a gloomy atmosphere in many 
countries. 

In a separate Eid message.* 
the king’s brother. Crown 
Prince Abdullah, appealed for 
inter-Arab reconciliation. 

“Today more than ever, it is . 
demanded of us that we shed- 
the differences and the atti- 
tudes that ripped the (Arab) 
Nation apart, and pursue coop- 
eration and frankness,” he 
said. 

The Arabs world has been 
split since Iraq invaded Kuwait 
in August 1990. 

Saudi Arabia has gradually 


reconciled with some of the 
Arab parties that showed sym- 
pathy for Iraq, but not all. 

Fundamentalist Iran, which 
regards itself the defender of 
Islamic causes, said Islamic un- 
ity was the only answer to "the 
unjust order... of world arro- 
gance.” Tehran’s usual refer- 
ence to the United States. 

“If the Islamic Nation had 
been united to a certain extent 
and had taken a single position 
against the crime of the Zionist 
regime (at Hebron), the inter- 
national bodies certainly would 
not have ignored Muslim senti- 
ments to this extent." Iran's 
spiritual leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei said. 

The United States has 
sought repeated delays in the 
U.N. Security Council vote on 
the Hebron massacre, seeking 
to pressure the Palestinians. 
Jordan. Syria and Lebanon to 
first resume peace talks with 
Israel which have been sus- 
pended. 

Libyan leader Moammar 
Qadhafi said “the Christian 
World” was blocking a resolu- 
tion on the massacre and 
added that the United States 
had forfeited its right to talk 
about human rights. 

“The U.S.A. has lost all 
credibility when it refused to 
condemn^lsraetr rr.'Fbr them," 
:-the Israelis are above the U.N. 

_ charter,” he said in his 'Eid , 
^message.. «*-■ . „ . 

In Hebron, Palestinians 
marked the first day of the 
feast by visiting the graves of 
the massacre victims and critic- 
ism of the Security Council. 

“Anybody who runs the 
Security Council is stupid and a 
collaborator because this in- 
stitution will not give us jus- 


tice. The Security Council de- 
cisions are only on paper." 
Salah Razim. a prayer leader 
in Hebron, told an SOO-strong 
congregation. 

In Lebanon, where a church 
bomb explosion killed 10 wor- 
shippers two days after the 
Hebron mosque massacre. 
Muslim clerics marked the feat 
with unanimous calls for soli- 
darity with the country's 
Christians. 

“The church bomb blast 
three weeks ago was aimed at 
all Lebanese. Christians and 
Muslims, to undermine Leba- 
non's unity.” said Sheikh 
Mohammad Kabbani, spiritual 
headj)f Lebanon's Sunni Mus- 
lim' 'community. 

Sheikh Kabbani and other 
preachers all repeated claims 
that Israel masterminded the 
bombing north of Beirut to 
deflate the international up- 
roar over the Hebron mas- 
sacre. 

Some governments marked 
the feast with amnesties for 
prisoners. 

The Saudi Interior Ministry 
announced the release of 265 
Saudis and 179 non-Saudis 
from its jails, and Morocco's 
King Hassan II pardoned or 
reduced the sentences of 138 
prisoners. 

In Bahrain, the ruler. Sheikh 
Jsa Ben Salman Al Khalifa, 
decreed that an unspecified 
number of Bahrainis .would be 
removed from a blacklist. 

Bahraini opposition mem- 
bers have fled police crack- 
downs over the years, they 
have not been allowed to re- 
turn. 

Sheikh Isa allowed a batch 
of 64 blacklisted people to re- 
turn in 1992. 


American gunship crashes off Kenya 


MOGADISHU (AP) — An 
American AC-130 aerial 
gunship crashed into the Indi- 
an Ocean about 200 metres off 
the Kenyan coast Monday, 
killing one crewman and leav- 
ing 10 missing, U.S. officials 
said. 

Three crew members sur- 
vived the crash, said Colonel 
Steve Rausch, and a search 
and rescue operation was 
underway for the 10 missing 
personnel of the plane assigned 
to support the United Nations 
Operation in Somalia. 

The AC-130 is a heavily 
armed version of the four- 
engined C-I30 cargo plane, 
one of the workhorses of the 
U.S. military. It carries radar- 
guided canon and 50-calibre 
machine guns that can be fired 
with extreme accuracy. 

The United States has had at 
least one AC-130 flying over 
Mogadishu almost nightly 
since June, when the United 
Nations began a manhunt for 
Gen. Mohammad Farah 
Aideed. 

Gen. Aideed, a warlord who 
controls the southern half of 
Mogadishu, was accused of 


masterminding the ambush 
killing s of 24 Pakistani U.N. 
peacekeepers on June 5. 

Shortly after that attack by 
Somali militiamen, AC-130s 
and U.S. Cobra helicopter 
gtmships were used to destroy 
Gen. Ai deed’s weapons stor- 
age areas and his home and 
headquarters in Mogadishu. 

The United Nations ordered 
Gen. Aideed’s arrest as a war 
criminal and began a search for 
him that ended after Oct. 3-4, 
when 18 American soldiers 
were killed in a bungled 
attempt to apprehend some of 
bis closest aides. 

Four AC- 130s have been 
operating since June from 
Kenya’s port city of Mombasa. 
Kenya borders Somalia to the 
south and has long served as a 
base for both U.S. military and 
humanitarian efforts aimed at 
Somalia. 

Col. Rausch said the AC-130 
crashed into the sea off the 
resort town of Maiindi, about 
120 kilometres north of Mom- 
basa, shortly after it left its 
base on a routine nightly mis- 
sion over Somalia’s capital. 

Col. Rausch said a military 


board of inquiry had been 
formed to investigate the 
crash, but that it appeared to 
be the result of a malfunction 
and not of any damage sus- 
tained over Somalia. 

At the same time. Col. 
Rausch said two 60- millimetre 
mortar shells exploded Mon- 
day evening near Mogadishu’s 
seaport, where 320 American 
soldiers were awaiting ship- 
ment to Mombasa aboard a 
navy transport ship. 

One of the shells fell near 
the port’s main gate, the other 
just outside. Col. Rausch said, 
but neither caused any in- 
juries. Two pressumed mortar 
shells fdJ harmlessly into the 
sea just off Mogadishu's 
beaches Saturday night while 
Gen. John ShaUkashvflj, the 
chairman of the U.S. Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, was visiting 
Somalia. 

Gen. Shalikashvili came to 
Mogadishu to visit remaining 
American troops and review 
plans for their withdrawal, 
which President Clinton 
ordered after October’s bloody 
battle. 


meets 

Ross 

WASHINGTON (Agendes) 
— U.S. Special Middle East 
coordinator Ambassador De- 
nnis Ross met Monday in 
Tunis with Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat as 
part o? the U.S. effort to re- 
convene the talks between the 
PLO and Israel on imple- 
mentation of their agreement 
on the dedaration of princi- 
ples, State Department Depu- 
ty Spokesman Christine Shelly 
said. 

“The purpose of this brief 
trip-., is to continue those dis- 
cussions which are still aimed 
at getting the negotiations back 
on track, Ms. Shelly empha- 
sised. 

She noted that Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher, 
while on his Asian trip last 
weekend, talked by phone with 
offidals in the Mideast, indud- 
ing Mr. Arafat, and subse- 
quently asked Mr. Ross to 
meet with Mr. Arafat. 

She also noted that the Un- 
ited States in recent weeks has 
made it very dear that “we 
would like Arafat to agree to 
resume tiie discussions as soon 
as possible.” 

On another topic, she said 
the Israeli cabinet decision to 
ban two Jewish extremist 
groups, “should be seen in the 
context of the overall efforts by 
the Israeli government to 
address the security concerns 
of the Palestinians." 

“It is our view that by their 
words and actions, members of 
the Kadi party and Kahane 
Chai (the banned groups) have 
advocated and engaged in ter- 
rorism and violence,” the de- 
puty spokesman said. 

She added that the United 
States is considering what ac- 
tions it might take concerning 
these groups. 

‘‘The United. States con- 
demns acts of terrorism and 
those who commit or condone 
them,” she emphasised. “We 
specifically condemned the 
abhorrent act of terrorism that 
was committed in Hebron on 
February 25, when an Israeli 
settler gunned down . 29 Mus- 
lims at prayer.'* , .. .. 

The Israeli government out* 
law#fon Sunday two radical 
Jewish groups rooted in the 
Arab-hating doctrine of the 
late Rabbi Meir Kahane, 
branding them terrorist orga- 
nisations on a par with Islamic 
militants like Hamas. 

It was a Kahane disciple. Dr. 
Baruch Goldestein, who mas- 
sacred Muslims at prayer in a 
Hebron mosque on Feb. 25. 

Relying on antiterrorist laws 
that for decades had been used 
only against Arabs and not 
Jews, the government made it 
illegal to belong to Kach or 
Kahane Chai, the groups 
spawned by Kahane, or to any 
organisation with similar goals. 
Any group whose objectives 
include “the establishment of a 
theocracy in the biblical Land 
of Israel and the violent expul- 
sion of Arabs from that land” 
was spedficaly labelled “ter- 
rorist”... 

Leaders of Kach and 
Kahane Chai describe them- 
selves as ideological heirs of 
the militant rabbi, Meir 
Kahane, who was assassinated 
in New York in 1990. 

Kahane, who founded the 
Jewish Defence League in New 
York, established Kach, which 
means "thus” or “this is the 
way," after he immigrated to 
Israel in 1971. 

Advocating the expulsion of 
Arabs from Israel and its occu- 
pied territories, and railing 
agmnst what he called “gentil- 
ised.^Hellenised foreign cul- 
tiire, Kahane made his first 

rorr? Israeli politics in 
when he ran unsuccess- 
fully for Parliament. 
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man 12. Aqaba 24. Humidity readings: 
Amman 58 per cent. Aqaba 33 per 
cent. 
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Complaints 787111 

Telephone information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 
Repairs 623101 

AbdafiTckpbooc Repairs 661 101 

Jordan Tckvskm 773111 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 

Dearie Power 

Company 6 36381 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Queen Aha bid. Airport 08-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Metfiol Centre 813813/32 

Kbalidi Maternity. J.Amn... 644281/6 
Akilch Matcrnilv, J. Amn.... 64244|/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmcismi 664171/4 

Stuscuni H capital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Mttasher Hospital 667227/9 

Tbc Islamic, AbdaE 666127/37 

Al-AMi. Abdali 664164/6 

Itafian. AI-Muhajrccn 777101/3 

Al-Bashir. J. Ashrafidi 775111/26 

Army .(Maria 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 602240/50 

Antal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 

Zaroa National Hospital .. (09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

Ai Hikma Modem Hospital (09)990990 

DUUD: 

Princes Baun Hospital (02)275555 

G red Cntofc Hospital (02)272275 

tan Al Nates Hwptui (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Prince* Hay* Hospital (03)314111 


FOB THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
(Terminal i) 

08:00 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

08r00 Aqaba (RJ) 

08:36 Jeddah (RJ) 

6&S5 — ..... Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

S9d5 La m aca(RJ) 

ISM .... New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

London (RJ) 

IfcSO Istanbul (RJ) 

17:25 Brussels. Paris (RJ) 

I«ri» Madrid, Geneva (RJ) 

18:19 Frankfurt. Vienna (RJ) 

l&W Toronto. Montreal (RJ) 

Rook(RJ) 

1*5® Tunis (RJ) 

23:10 - Aqaba (RJ) 

**** Cairo (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 


95^5 Rome (A 2) 


{JS® Jeddah (SA) 

™ Sanaa (1Y) 

Cairo (MS) 

13:25 Abu Dhabi. Doha (GF) 

Karachi. Abu Dhabi (PI) 

Paris. Damascus (AF) 

Beirut (M£) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
(Termfna! 1) 

05:30 Aqaba (RJ) 

— Romc(Rj) 

MbK .... Amsterdam. New Yorfc(Rj) 

IE® Berlin. London (RJ) 

B2 Tunis (add) (Rj> 

Turns, Casablanca (RJ) 

S==r4jsSS8 

Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

Beirut. Paris (AF) 

II Beirut (ME) 

£3 Jeddah (SU) 

1*30 VI!"' ■Er 1 ™ (MS) 

" Abv Dhabi. Karachi (p|) 


‘r*’-: ™* 3 8:00 ajn. every Monday 

"Mip.ro. Monday 

Arr. Amman 5:00 pjn. every Sunday 

*^83521 PRICES 

Vppcrtowcr price in fib per kg. 

CrnSr! 70/40 

GmiifWcr';;;:;;; 

Clementine i"" ^ 15® 

r£Kr ( "“ ,, > sis 



= si 



pepped,)';;;;;;” 

S™ 

Radish 290/ 190 

Tomato... 1W80 

Spinach 270/ 180 

SIS 





u>.-. . 
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HEARTFELT HUGS FOR A HAPPY 
’EID: On the occasion of 'Eid A1 Fltr, His 
Majesty King Hussein and Her Majesty Queen 


Moor visit the SOS Children’s Village where 
they distributed gifts to the children there. Bu'It 
at Tareq district near Amman in 1986, the SOS 


village provides home-like care to orphaned 
children and vocational training and education 
in nearby districts (Photos by George Crystal) 


‘Eid celebration ends 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Govern- 
ment institutions and public 
t organisations today return to 
business following a five-day 
break in celebration of ‘Eid 
Ai Fitr. marking the end of 
the Holy Month of Ramadan. 

On Sunday, the day of the 
feast, worshippers attended 
prayers at the Kingdom's 
mosques. Prayers at Al 
Hashemieh Mosque were 
attended by His Majesty 
King Hussein, His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san, other Royal family mem- 
bers, ministers, several other 
Jordanian officials along with 
a large congregation. 

After the prayers. King 
Hussein and Prince Hassan 


visited the tombs of King 
Abdullah, founder of the 
Kingdom, and King Talal. 
where they recited verses of 
the Koran. The King also 
visited the tomb of the [ate 
Queen Alia. 

At a ceremony held lateT at 
Raghadan Palace. King Hus- 
sein received well-wishers in- 
cluding Cabinet members, 
speakers and members of 
Parliament, the chief justice, 
directors of security services, 
representatives of religious 
denominations, heads of 
tribes, directors of depart- 
ments, ambassadors, ■ presi- 
dents of universities and 
other dignitaries. 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


Syrian envoy dies in Amman 

AMMAN (Petra) — The charge d'affaires at the Syrian 
Embassy m Amman, Ahmad Dabbas, died of a heart attack 
Tuesday morning. His body will be laid to rest in his 
home-town of Aleppo. 

RSS to study phospho-gypsum purification 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A cooperation agreement was signed 
recently between the Royal Scientific Society (RSS) and the 
Jordan Phosphate Mines Company (JPMC), according to 
news reports in the local press. Under the terms of the 
agreement the RSS will conduct studies on the prospect of 
purifying phospho-gypsum produced from phosphoric .acid 
industries at the industrial complex in Aqaba, the reports said. 
Phospho-gypsum is used as construction material and con- 
forms to Jordanian standards and specifications. The study, 
expected to take (me y^Ef, "requires that the RSS develop "a* 
simplified method of purifying the phospho-gypsum in labor- 
atories by using minimum quantities of water in order to 
establish a pioneering plant to produce pure gypsum. The 
effort should pave the way for launching new construction 
industries in the Kingdom. According to the press reports, the 
agreement also provides for the formation of a joint RSS- 
JFMC team to follow up the implementation of the proposal 
and to prepare periodic reports on- the development of the 
work., process. The agreement was signed on behalf of the 
JPMC by its director general. Sami Al Madam, and on behalf 
of the RSS by its vice-president, Sa'id Alloush. 


Amman observes Arab City Day 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Greater Amman Municipality 
Tuesday observed Arab City 
Day as declared by the Arab 
Cities Organisation by execut- 
ing an intensive clean-up prog- 
ramme in various districts of 
the capital, according to Am- 
man Mayor Mamdouh Al 
abbadi. 

Dr. Abbadi said the munici- 
pality's 1994 fiscal budget is 
JD 70.263 minion of which 66.5 
per cent is allocated for ser- 
vices, and the balance is to be 
used for construction and 
appropriation of land in the 
implementation of its projects. 

He said the municipality has 
started an intensive cleanliness 
campaign covering various 
areas of the capital, with post- 
ers at roadsides calling on 
citizens to exercise their duty 
in safeguarding the environ- 
ment in and around the city. 

Dr. Abbadi said that this 
year Arab City Day is being 
observed under the slogan: 
“The City of the Future Will 
Cater to Integrated Sendees 
for its Inhabitants.” 

He added that the munici- 
pality is proud of its achieve- 
ments so far in Amman, which, 
he said serves as a model of a 



A crowded sti .at in the heart of Amman's commercial centre 
(File photo) 


small but modern and clean 
city despite the difficult 


cir- 


cumstances it has faced 
the past five decades. 


m 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


The following- Gatings- are compiled from monthly, 
bulletins and the duly Arabic press. Readers are 
advised to verify the listed tilde and place with' 
the concerned institutions . ' 

EXHIBITIONS 

•ft Book exhibition at the Safeway International. 

☆“Permanent” exhibition of 54 Arab contempor- 
- -ary -artists at Darat Al Fnmm of the Abdul 
Hameed Shaman Foundation in Jabal Lowcsb- 
deh (TeL 643251/2). 

☆ Art exhibition by several Iraqi and Jordanian 
artists at OrfaH Art Gallery (Td. 826932). 


t ECJflOBlS , •in •i.i'i- 1*. 

☆ Lecture .entitled “The'T^ySfA^WWoman’s 
Harmonic Changes HifonghontHer Iife And 
Means Of Dealing With Them” by Dr. Sa’id 
Hjjazi at the Royal Cultural Centre at 4-30 
p.m. 

POETRY AND MUSICAL RE- 
CITAL 

ft Poetry recital by poet Ibrahim Nasrallah 
accompanied by musical performance by 
artists Imad and Nasser Abtdo at the Royal 
Cultural Centre at 8:00 p.m. 


Palestinian security more important than resumed talks — PLO 


(Continued from page 1) 

Hebron,” he said. “We don’t 
rule out the need to take 
steps.” 

He declined to elaborate bat 
said international action de- 
manded by the PLO would not 
solve the problem, 
q “Had there been a multi- 
national force in Hebron, 
there's a doubt whether it 
could bave prevented the 
tragedy,” Mr. Peres said. 
“We've seen the decisions of 
the (U.N.) Security Council 
don’t change a situation — not 
in Bosnia, not in Angola, not 
in Somalia and not here.” 
Mr. Peres said that persis- 
tent delays in negotiations with 
the PLO were distancing 
chances of meeting a mid-April 
deadline for starting Palesti- 
nian autonomy. 

Mr. Peres said chances of 
meeting the timetable were 
“dwindling” as negotiations 
continued to be delayed. 

“I would regret very much if 
the Palestinians continue to 
delay the start of negotia- 
tions,” Mr. Peres said. “But 
how does the saying go? How 
can I say how long it takes to 
walk to town if I don’t know 
when you are leaving and ar 
what pace you are walking.” 
Mt. Ross said before leaving 
Tonis only that Monday's talks 
“touched on a number of 
issues including Palestinian 
concerns about the security of 
the Palestinians in the (occu- 
pied) territories.” 

The PLO news agency, 
WAFA, said Mr. Arafat re- 
newed his demand for “inter- 
national protection for the 
Palestinian people against mas- 
sacres committed by the Israeli 
army and armed settlers” be- 
8 fore the talks could resume. 
Arafat adviser Ahmad Tibi,' 
an Israeli Arab, accused Mr. 
Ross of showing bias in Tunis. 
“We expected Dennis Ross 
would come up with the prop- 
osals of an honest broker and 
not adopt almost all that one 
side is proposing,” Mr. Tibi 
said. 


Israel has rejected posting 
armed foreign forces in the 
occupied territories and says 
that settlements' future would 
only be negotiated within three 
years of implementing auton- 
omy. 

Israel Radio said foreign 
ministry director-general Uri 
Savir proposed to the Palesti- 
nians that they could put any 
issue they want on the agenda, 
including settlements, once the 
talks resumed. 

Mr. Tibi suggested that the 
Palestinians needed something 
more substantial in hand be- 
fore they could resume talks. 
He repeated the Palestinian 
position that the settlements 
causing the most friction, espe- 
cially the 450 Jews living 
among Hebron's 110,000 
Arabs, be dismantled im- 
mediately. 

Mr. Abed-Rabbo said the 
Palestinians demanded that the 
United States and Russia, as 
co-sponsors of the Middle East 
peace conference, guarantee 
protection measures adopted 
at the United Nations. 

“We consider that a U.N. 
Security Council resolution, if 
adopted, has no practical value 
if it is not linked to a U.S. and 
Russian commitment to 
guarantee, directly, the inter- 
national protection in the occu- 
pied territories,” he said. 

The council on Monday can- 
celled consultations that were 
expected to be followed by a 
vote condemning the Hebron 
massacre and oiling for an 
international presence in occu- 
pied territories to protect 
Palestinians. 

PLO officials say the can- 
cellation was demanded by the 
United States. 

“The results of (the Arafat- 
Ross meeting) do not invite 
optimism. There is an Amer- 
ican attempt to' use the U.S. 
Security Council resolution as 
a card to bargain in order to 
resume negotiations,” Mr. 
Abed-Rabbo said. 

Tunis-based diplomats said 
Norway’s Terje Roed Larsen, 
who helped broker last 


September's peace accord, had 
intensified mediation efforts 
with the PLO and the U.S. 
envoy over the past two days 
based on a five-point com- 
promise. 

But they said the comprom- 
ise was not accepted because of 
differences between Mr. Ara- 
fat and Mr. Ross on guarantees 
for implementing a Security 
Council resolution. 

Palestinian and diplomatic 
sources said Mr. Arafat had 
demanded a U.S. commitment 
that the U.N. resolution be 
implemented, and Mr. Ross's 
response was not clear enough 
to satisfy the Palestinian lead- 
er. 

For his part Mr. Ross de- 
manded from Mr. Arafat a 
clear commitment to resume 
talks with Israel on Wednes- 
day, just after the United 
States voted for the U.N. re- 
solution. 

Mr. Arafat told Mr. Ross 
that while the U.N. resolution 
was important, still more cru- 
cial were the international pre- 
sence in occupied territories, 
the dismantling of Jewish set- 
tlements in Hebron, and limit- 
ing the caifying of arms by 
settlers, Mr. Arafat's adviser 
Marwan Kanafani said. 

Arabs expressed dismay 
Tuesday after the Security 
Council again postponed de- 
bate on the draft resolution 
that would condemn tiae Heb- 
ron massacre. 

Syria's Tishtin daily said the 
delay was a “big disappoint- 
ment” because the world was 
expecting the international 
community to take “practical 
measures” to protect Palesti- 
nians. 

“It has become certain that 
die powers that dominate the 
Security Council are still ex- 
ercising a double standard 
when it comes to Israel,” the 
newspaper wrote. 

No immediate explanation 
has been given for delaying 
Monday’s session. In the past, 
the United States repeatedly 
has sought delays as it strives 
for wording it would find 


acceptable. 

Libya, often accused by 
Washington of sponsoring “in- 
ternational terrorism,” said 
that the American policy in the 
Security Council amounted to 
“terrorism.” 

“What do we consider 
America's arming of doctors, 
supplying them with machine 
guns and driving them to com- 
mit massacres against Palesti- 
nians?" the state-run JANA 
news agency said in an English- 
language commentary. “Isn’t 
this real terrorism?” 

Newspapers in Egypt have 
been dismayed at the lack of 
progress in framing a resolu- 
tion. 

The state-owned. English- 
language Egyptian gazette last 
week accused the United 
States of “arm twisting” at the 
United Nations- 

Crown Prince 
visits Sarajevo 

(Continued from page 1) 

Scotland, Germany and Italy 
to provide $2.7 million for the 
cause. 

The shelter, which was sev- 
erely damaged in August 1991, 
was reopened only a few days 
before die Prince’s visit and is 
currently bousing orphaned 
children aged between three 
and 16 years. 

The Crown Prince is accom- 
panied by His Royal Highness 
Prince Abdullah Ben Al Hus- 
sein and Minister of State for 
Foreign Affairs Taia! Hassan. 

In a statement following his 
meeting Monday with Presi- 
dent Tudjman, the Crown 
Prince expressed happiness 
over the progress in the peace 
talks held in Vienna over the 
future of the former Yugosla- 
via describing it as a first step 
that might open a new chapter 
of cooperation between the 
Croats and Muslims of Bosnia. 

Containment of acts of vio- 
lence is imperative in accord- 
ance with the U.N. Charter, 
the Crown Prince said. 


Levinger taken 
to court in 
gesture 

(Continued from page I) 

By indicting Mr. Levinger 
on a minor charge dating back 
to 1992, the government sig- 
nalled its determination to 
crack down on Jewish extrem- 
ists after the Feb. 25 mosque 
massacre. 

The Palestine Liberation 
Organisation has hinged its re- 
turn to negotiations on im- 
plementing the peace accord 
with Israel on curbing the set- 
tlers. It says that the measures 
taken so far are too little, too 
late and Palestinians need in- 
ternational protection. 

Mr. Levinger. 59, is a found- 
er of the Jewish enclave of 450 
in Hebron. The charge sheet 
said that in June 1992. Mr. 
Levinger ignored army orders 
to leave an area of Hebron that 
had been declared a closed 
military area. Judge Zvi Zil- 
bertal set an April 12 trial date. 

“Our feeling is that a cam- 
paign of persecution has begun 
against anyone identified as an 
opponent of the peace pro- 
cess." Mr. Levinger’s Attor- 
ney, Naftali Wereberger, told 
the Associated Press. 

Mr. Levinger acknowledged 
that sometimes he violated the 
law in confrontations with sol- 
diers or Palestinians. 

“In every democratic state, 
people demonstrate... 
perhaps, some of my demon- 
strations were also a little but 
against the law,” said Mr. 
Levinger, sporting a long gray 
beard and black skullcap. 

Mr. Levinger argued that 
Israeli troops in Hebron are 
nor enough protection and that 
the peace agreement also 
undermined their safety by sig- 
nalling that settlements may be 
dismantled. 

Some cabinet ministers have 
called for dismantling the Heb- 
ron settlement since the mas- 
sacre. 


Construction works drop 
by 40% in ‘93 — report 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Construction 
activity in Jordan declined by 
nearly 40 per cent during 
1993 after hitting record 
highs in 1991 and 1992. 
according to recently re- 
leased official figures. 

The government issued 
16.469 permits for 4.205 mil- 
lion square metres of building 
during 1993, compared with 
21,191 permits for 6.45 mil- 
lion square metres in 1992 
and 17,249 permits for 4.37 
million square metres during 
1991. 

The figures were given in 
the December 1993 bulletin 
of the Central Bank of Jor- 
dan (CBJ) and taken from 
the Jordan Engineers Asso- 
ciation (JEA). 

In 19S9. the total number 
of permits was 9,581 for 2.45 
million square metres. The 
huge jump in the figures was 
a reflection of the increased 
demand for housing in the 
country following the return 
of more than 300,000 expatri- 
ates and families in the wake 
of the Gulf crisis triggered by 
the August 1990 Iraqi inva- 
sion of Kuwait. 

The drop in construction 
activity in 1993. as reflected 
in the number of permits 
issued during the year, was 
seen as a sign that demand 
for housing by the returnees 
had tapered off. 

A government study con- 
ducted L 1991 estimated that 
Jordan needed 55,000 new 
housing units to meet the 
demands of the returnees 
added with the normal 
growth in demand. 

No detail was available to 
establish what part of these 
estimated needs had been 
met. 

The boom in construction 


— which is linked to in- 
creased activity in building 
materials production and in 
other related sectors of the 
economy — was seen to have 
a major factor in the 11 per 
cent growth that Jordan's 
gross domestic product 
(GDP) witnessed in 1991. 

The subsequent decline in 
the sector was reflected in the 
GDP growth, which was reg- 
istered at around six per cent 
in 1992. The same growth is 
estimated for 1993 as well as 
1994. 

The 1993 figures for the 
construction sector showed 
that: 

— 14.285 permits were 
issued accounting for 3.07 
million square metres for 
solely residential purposes, 
while 2,184 permits were 
issued for 1.13 million square 
metres of multipurpose con- 
struction. 

— Of the total, Amman 
accounted for 6,890 permits 
for 2.05 million square 
metres of area for residential 
purposes and 1,282 permits 
for 864,800 square metres f- - 
multipurpose construction. - 

The comparative 1992 fi- 
gures were 12,180 permits, 
5.12 million square metres 
and 7 permits and 36,500 
square metres respectively. 

Real estate agents and en- 
gineers said a good part of 
the permits issued for Am- 
man went for expansion of 
already built buildings. 

A law passed in late 1992 
authorised the construction 
of a fourth floor for already 
existing buildings subject to a 
set of parametres related to 
the age of the building and 
strength. 

The decision was taken 
partly in view of an increasing 
number of applicants for new 
housing, particularly in the 
Amman area, where land 


available for construction is 
: inning scarce. 

Another factor that 
prompted the government to 
i low such construction was 
; so considerations that ex- 
tended families were growing 
and a majority of sudi fami- 
lies did not have enough re- 
sources to buy new land for 
construction. 

“It helps a father whu owns 
a two or three-storey bidding 
to build an extra floor for his 
married sons to stay rather 
than letting them enter the 
already inflated market for 
rented houses,” commented 
an official in supp >rt of the 
move. 

— Irbid rankeo second to 
Amman, accounting for 
4.245 permits for 486.600 
square metres of r>-sidentiaJ 
area and 443 per -i ts cover- 
ing 98,100 squ- re -Ktres of 
multipurpose are-. (Compa- 
rable 1992 figures: rJ78 per- 
mits for 7I7.9C l square 
metres and three f rmits and 
500 square metres -espectivc- 

iy>. 

— In Zarqa, tie _uthor- 
.ties issued 865 p limits for 
205,000 square me. res of re- 
sidential area and 261 permits 
for £9,600 square metres of 
multipurpose construction 
(Comparable 1992 figures: 
1.356 permits for 264,900 
square metres for residential 
purposes. No permits were 
issued for multipurpose con- 
struction). 

— The rest of the country 
^■counted for 2.285 permits 
for 339.100 square metres of 
residential area and 198 per- 
mits for 71,500 square metres 
of multipurpose construction. 

(Comparable 1992 figures: 
2,366 permits for 355,400 
square metres and one permit 
f r 500 square metres respec- 
tively.) 


Amman-Dead Sea highway 
becomes fully operational 


AMMAN- (AP) — A major • 
four-lane highway between 
Amman “and ' the Dead Sea- has' * 
betj&'ffie fully operational" 
ahfcafd fcf a linkage with ' an' 
abandoned bridge across the 
Jordan River to areas expected 
to come under Palestinian 
autonomy, officials said Tues- 
day. 

They said the remaining 
five-kilometre stretch of the 
highway, nicknamed “Peace 
Road” by diplomats, was 
opened this week after repairs. 
The stretch was closed down 
more than a year ago because 
of dangerous mudslides. 

The repair involved shoring 
up the steep hillside with rein- 
forced concrete. 

The 50-kiJometre highway 
was built at a cost of $37 
million, partly funded by the 
U.S. government. It branches 
off from the main southern 
Amman-Aqaba Highway and 
runs down tc the Dead Sea, 
the lowest point on earth. 

A branch road leads to the 
King Hussein Bridge, which 
serves as the only passenger 


crossing betweetvthe- west- and 
east banks of the Jordan River.*- 

.‘Further -south, - down 1 
wards the Dead .Sea lies thef' 
Prince Abdullah Bridge, which-" 1 
was closed during the 1967 
Arab-Israeli war, when Israel 
seized the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

Work is under way on re- 
moving mines along a three- 
kilometre branch road that 
links the highway with the 
bridge, located near the spot 
where tradition says Jesus 
Christ was baptised. 

• The bridge, the south- 
ernmost crossing before the 
Jordan River pours into the 
Dead Sea, will be opened as 
soon as Israel begins its milit- 
ary withdrawal from the Gaza 
Strip and the Welt Bank town 
of Jericho under its Sept. 13 
accord with the PLO, officials 
say. 

The bridge was a key link in 
an Amman-Jericho road prior 
to its closure in 1967. 

Israel has already made im- 
provements on the western 
side of the river and linked the 


bridge with the main Jericho-." 
Bethlehem highway. 

According to Western diplo- . 
mats, the- Amman-Jericho 
Road will*' do away with the ' 
need for Palestinians to pass 
through any other part of the'; 
West Bank and serves the'- 
Israeli purpose of separating; 
the autonomous area from’ 1 
other territories. 

Under the September agree.-, 
ment with the Palestine LiV 
beration Organisation (PLO) w - 
Israel will grant autonomy ter 
the Gaza Strip and Jericho \xy . 
the first phase and allow the 
arrangement to take hold in all. 
other pans of the West Bank. 

Israel was expected to begin 
the first phase on Dec. 13. but - 
disputes with the PLO over - 
some of the provisions of the- 
accord held up the move. • 

Further negotiations pro-’- 
duced compromises, but the 
PLO suspended all talks fol^ 
lowing the Feb. 25 massacre of 
Muslim worshippers by a Jew-' 
ish settler at a West Bank 
mosque. 
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Amman Financial Market officials on the trading floor (File photo) 

3-day meeting to develop strategies: 
to stimulate Arab financial markets 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Arab 
League Department of Econo- 
mic Affairs will organise a 
three-day conference in Am- 
man next month on the role of 
Arab financial markets in de- 
velopment; the meeting will be 
held under the patronage of 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan. 

The April 9 through 11 
meeting will cover several 
topics aimed at farther enhanc- 
ing cooperation among Arab 
financial markets, overcoming 


obstacles and difficulties in 
their functions and the finan- 
cial markets' contributions to 
Arab socio-economic develop- 
ment, according to a prepara- 
tory bulletin on the coming 
conference. 

The bulletin said the meet- 
ing, which is to take place at 
the Forte Grand Hotel in Am- 
man under the theme: 
“Strategies to Stimulate the 
Work of Arab Financial Mar- 
kets,” has been organised in 
cooperation with the Arab 


Banks Federation, the Federa- 
tion of Arab Financial Markets 
and the Amman Financial 
Market. 

According to the bulletin the 
conference, in which Arab as 
well as foreign economists will 
take part, is an attempt r.q*. 
only to discuss working papers, 
but also to come up with prac- 
tical recommendations and re- 
solutions to heip achieve in- 
tegration among Arab finarv 
cia’i Markets. 
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Russians to fill the gap 

MOSC( iVY’S RECENT proposal to convene 
another Madrid conference on the Arab-Israeli 
conflict may be intended more at reasserting 
Russia’s ■ole in international politics than present- 
ing a practical solution to the logjam in peace 
negotiations. There had to be a point at which 
decided to shed its low international 
protile, which came as a result of the dissolution of 
die former Soviet Union and the lost economic, 
political and military prestige that ensued. That 
point was first reached during NATO’s ultimatum 
to the Bosnian Serbs, and now it seems to be the 
turn of the Middle East. 

Russian President Boris Yeltsin has been under 
increasing local pressure not to continue to play 
second fiddle to the U.S. on regional hot spots, 
especially in the Balkans and the Middle East. 
Encouraged by its success in persuading the Serbs 
to withdraw their heavy weapons from the Bosnian 
capital more than three weeks ago, the Russian 
leadership must have found In the stalled Arab- 
Israeli peace talks another opportunity to make a 
reappearance as a global power. 

The Israeli-American flat rejection of the Russian 
proposal to convene another Madrid conference 
makes the idea a non starter for ail intents and 
purposes. Only the Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) has publicly endorsed the idea and even 
then the Palestinian welcome was not exactly very 
wa r m . This means that the parties to the peace 
negotiations are back to where they had left off two 
weeks ago, with the continuation of the suspended 
bilateral talks being the only viable alternative left 
for them to pursue. 

But the new start-up requires from Washington 
to act more even-handedly than it did in the 
aftermath of the A1 Ibrahimi mosque massacre on 
Feb. 22. The fact that the U.N. Security Council has 
been unable to adopt an effective resolution on that 
pogrom, nearly three weeks after it happened, 
mainl y due to the U.S. position, has provided a 
fertile climate for the Russians to move in. 

The spectre of a renewed big power rivaky does 
not bode well for the prospects of peace in this 
region. During the four decades of the cold war, 
Arab and Jewish maximalists could always depend 
cm the continued support of their mentors in 
Washington and Moscow in their rejection of peace. 
Indeed, the Arab rejectionists, a few by the 
standards of the 1960s, 1970s and 1980s, are 
reminding their fellow peace activists that the fall of 
the Soviet Union and the supremacy of the U.S. are 
strengthening the position of Israel and weakening 
that of the Arabs. There is of course much truth in 
this, considering the U-S.’ traditional partiality in 
favour of Israel. 

This is not to say that constructive Russian 
efforts, and new ideas, are not welcome to move the j 
pf iH f process forward. But un2ess the U.S., the 
main co-sponsor of the Middle East peace talks, 
turns itself into the honest broker it cialaas to be, the 
process might witness bigger setbacks from now on. 

That is why the U.S. should act to facilitate 
passage of the Security Council r«so3cfios on the 
Hebron massacre right away. Otherwise, Washing- 
ton would only help the cause of rejeciionasSs on 
both sides: Arabs and Jews. 


ARABIC PRESS 

THERE IS a conflict betv m Moscow’s call for holding a new 
Madrid conference in ord to re-examme the Middle cast 
peace process and Washington’s desire to see the Palestinians 
and the Israelis resuming their talks as soon as possible, said 
Mahmoud Rirnawi. a columnist in A! Ra’t daily. The Arabs, 
who suspended their talks with Israel in tne light of its 
procrastinations and obstinence. fear that Moscow would 
retreat and withdraw its proposal under U.S.-Isiae.i pressure, 
said the writer. Dismayed at the non-achievement of a 
settlement in the past two years of negotiations. ^scowhas 
suggested that the whole process be re-examined and fresh 
efforts be made to reach a settlement said the writer. But he 
said that neither the Israelis nor the Amencans wish io see a 
second Madrid parley for the simple reason .hat Israel benefits 
from the current state of affairs, and also a Madrid 

conference means once again referring .he NWJwEati 
conflict to the international community rathe, .han keeping it 
under the me rev of the United States. 

A COLUMNIST in A1 Dustour drew a contrast between Israel 
and South Africa, saying that in both statesraaad^nmina^ 
tion is being practiced by the ruling r Acl^an said 

that whil; The whites in South Africa oppress the bUks. .the 
Israelis ire practicing genociuc aga.n.. . 

regret tar: that under the so-called new world order, the 
world c '.amunitv is condoning «hc Zion^ o.irbanc acts 
against fenceless Palestinians, he said ^rrmg » 
investiga .:n being held in Israel in th ‘ l — ‘ ■ 

massacre .ir the Hebron Mosque, the writer sjid one of the 
o. ->v officers admitted that his troops had no permission to 
open on Jewish settlers even if they were caught 
commim, v murder. The world community has lost all 
credibility, he . 


The mind-set behind the massacre 


By G.H. Jansen 

“WAR BEGINS in the mind 
of man” the Charter of UN- 
ESCO begins rather grandly, 
as indeed does everything in- 
volving man, including the 
idea of God. That tnisism 
cannot but lead to specula- 
tion as to what could possibly 
been going on in the mind of 
one Baruch Goldstein as, on 
Friday Feb. 25 he gunned 
down in the back worshippers 
praying in the Ibrahimi Mos- 
que in Hebron. 

His mind-set has a horrible 
fascination as does that of 
many other Israelis, including 
adolescents who say, public- 
ly, that Goldstein was “a 
great man”, a “hero", who 
“should have killed more 
Arabs” and who now make 
pilgrimage to his grave, 
where they kiss his tomb- 
stone. 

The mind-set that moti- 
vated this mass-murderer is, 
of course, what is known as 
“Zionism”: the claim that a 
tract of land along the west- 
ern coast of West Asia, better 
known as “Palestine”, be- 
longs to the “Jewish people" 


because it was “promised” to 
them by their tribal god 
Yahweh thousands of years 
ago. 

Strangely enough, the Jews 
do not seem to realise that 
this particular myth of theirs 
demeans and degrades the 
‘Lord of the Worlds", the 
creator of an immense cos- 
mos, to the position of a real 
estate agent, parcelling out 
the surface of the earth and 
giving bits of it to this person 
and to that. 

This very strange belief has 
been recently objectified by a 
newly-formed political move- 
ment in Isiael named “This 
Land is Ours”, the “Ours” 
being the Israeli Jews. The 
improbability of the claim is 
made still more improbable 
when those four words are 
pronounced with a strong 
American accent by a settler, 
an immigrant from the Un- 
ited States, whose remotest 
ancestors could not have had 
any connection with the 
“Land" for the last few 
thousand years if ever. And 
yet belief in the validity, the 
sanctity even, of that very 
strange claim is strong 


enough to make intelligent 
and educated people like 
Goldstein ready to kill and be 
killed. Because it is pan of 
their religion — of Judaism. 
To be a believing Jew is to be 
a Zionist. Needless to say this 
does not necessarily mean 
that all Jews are Zionists. 
There are many believing 
Jews who are non-Zionist 
and others who are even anti- 
Zionist, such as those who 
may be found in “Reform 
Judaism” or “Conservative 
Judaism" or in the “Naturei 
Karta” movement. But cer- 
tainly most Jews have an 
in-built tilt towards Zionism. 
And certainly Zionism is im- 
possible without an accept- 
ance of the prophecy that the 
dispersed “Chosen People” 
will return to the “Promised 
Land”, as stated in the his- 
tory of the Jewish tribes re- 
counted in the books of what 
the Christians call “The Old 
Testament.” 

Such unrealistic views as 
those of “This Land is Ours" 
can survive only if they do 
not come into contact with 
very different realities in the 
outside world. And that 


means that the persons hold- 
ing these ideas live in self- 
enclosed isolation which 
would be the case, for exam- 
ple, in Jewish ghettoes, or in 
cities on the sub-Continent in 
communal mohallas or quar- 
ters. The Jews, as a people 
who are in a minority every- 
where. except in Israel, are 
particularly apt to duster 
together by choice or for 
safety, as for instance in 
Brooklyn which is where 
Baruch Goldstein came from. 
When he moved from the 
mohalla of Brooklyn he went 
to Israel, which is one great 
big Jewish ghetto and then 
chose to live in a sub-ghetto 
which was the settlement of 
Kiryat Arba, where certain 
Jews got together because 
they shared the same ideas 
and beliefs — Ideas which 
therefore never came under 
any testing challenge and 
could therefore be given uni- 
versal validity. This is the 
exact opposite of the open, 
pluralistic sodety which has 
to be open because it is plur- 
alistic, with an interplay* of 
beliefs and ideas. 

The “progression” of Jew- 


ish messianic ideas may be 
seen as follows with the ideas 
and conditions producing and 
feeding into the succeeding 
stages: Judaism — ■ Zionism 

— the Jewish State of Israel 

— exclusive Orthodox and 
Ultra-Orthodox neighbour- 
hoods in Israeli towns — the 
mohalla mentality — settle- 
ments peopled by Jews be- 
longing to a particular 
politico-religious move- 
ments, like the Kach move- 
ment in Kiryat Arba — Gold- 
stein and his admirers — the 
Hebron Mosque massacre. 

Therefore those who deny 
that the mosque massacre 
was the work oi a single man 
are correct when they say, 
instead, that it was die pro- 
duct of a certain context, a 
certain milieu. But a context 
that was deliberately chosen 
by the individual concerned 
because he wanted to im- 
merse himself in one particu- 
lar, and most peculiar, wel- 
tansebaung, in which the 
“welt" is simply an extension 
of Jewish wishes and desires. 

Hence, the firm belief in 
the correctness of one’s god- 
given beliefs can lead to a 


situation in which, on the day 
of the Hebron massacre, an 
order by the government of 
die Jewish state for the set- j 
tiers of Kiryat Arba not to 
enter Hebron and to stay 
within the settlement was 
completely ignored by the 
settlers strutting around Heb- 
ron, bearing arms. 

For bad not one of their 
number, in defence of Jewish 
possession of the “Promised 
Land”, “heroically” even 
broken God's command- 
ment: “Then Shalt Not Kill”. 

By what right, people like the 
settlers ask. does an earthly 
state, even a Jewish one, give 
orders to people who are 
trying to carry out the “Di- 
vine Purpose” that "The 
Chosen People” should live 
in the “Promised Land"? 

Israel will have a very bard 
struggle before it, if and 
when, decides to make the 
settlers — hitherto out- 
rageously indulged — behave 
like all the other citizens in a 
modem state. 


The writer b a Cyprus-based 
journalist spe cialising In Isla- 
mic and Middle Eastern 
affairs. 


By Deborah Seward 

The Associated Press 

MOSCOW — Bruised by 
several years of humiliation, 
Russia has ended a string of 
foreign policy defeats and is 
challenging the West with an 
assertive new diplomacy and a 
readiness to fight for great 
power status. 

Diplomatic successes in the 
Bosnian war, Russia's desire to 
reclaim a role in Mideast 
peacemaking and a tough re- 
sponse to the spy scandal in the 
United States have given Rus- 
sia a new voice and weight in 
world affairs. 

“They are getting their act 
together. There’s been a great 
deal of difference among va- 
rious foreign policy institutions 
in the last two years and they 
are starting to coalesce, said 
Margot Light, an expert on 
Russian foreign policy at the 
London School of Economics. 

When Russia inherited the 
Soviet diplomatic mantle m 
1991, the Kremlin's superpow- 
er legacy was in shambles after 
tiie loss of Eastern Europe and 
the end of cold war competi- 
tion in Africa, the Middle East 
and Central America. 

All dial was left were the 
nuclear weapons, an impover- 
ished army and a battered eco- 
nomy. To the dismay of the 
proud men in the Kremlin, 
western aid dominated nearly 
every key summit Boris Yeltsin 
has attended. 

In a 1992 analysis, Russia’s 
influential Council for Foreign 
and Defence Policy concluded: 
“Russia is facing the urgent 
problem of loss of political 
prestige, trust and dignity as a 
state." 

Russia retreated into isola- 
tion as NATO extended its 
influence into Eastern Europe 
and the Baltics and threatened 
to use force in the Balkans, 
which Russia considers its his- 
torical sphere of influence. 

Ultranation ilist Vladimir 
Zhirinovsky, • hose party won 
the most vofc > in December 
parliamentary elections, ac- 
cused Yeltsin of selling Rus- 
sia’s* interests out of the West 
and said any attack on Serbs 
should be considered an attack 
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No longer a loser 

Russia asserts its role as world leader 


on Russia itself. Polls showed 
many Russians agreed with 
him. 

Mr. Yeltsin and the Foreign 
Ministry, considered one of the 
most libera! wings of the gov-* 
eminent, seemed powerless to 
set Russia’s diplomatic agenda. 
Their action consisted primari- 
ly of reacting to the West. 

Russia began to reconsider 
its policy late last year, with 
die military exercising greater 
power, reformers in retreat 
and nationalists on the offen- 
sive. 

The turnaround finally 
came several weeks ago, when 
Russia, angered by NATO’s 


failure to consult with it before 
threatening to bomb the Bos- 
nian Serbs and worried about 
its isolation, stepped in to help 
mediate the conflict 

Russia persuaded the Serbs, 
its traditional allies, to remove 
their heavy artillery from 
around Sarajevo in exchange 
for sending Russian 
peacekeepers to the region. 

The Russian initiative won 
international praise, and the 
sight of Russian peacekeepers 
being cheered as they entered 
Sarajevo raised the nation’s 
spirits. It also helped silence 
Mr. Yeltsin's nationalist ene- 
mies. 


After the Euphoria of its 
diplomatic triumph, Russia 
was stunned by the uproar 
caused by the arrest of CIA 
official Aldrich Ames and his 
wife, Rosario, accused of 
spying for the Soviet Union 
and Russia. 

“Russia’s role in the Bosnian 
crisis was truly important. Our 
country’s authority was streng- 
thened and somebody in the 
United States really didn’t like 
that,” said Vladimir Lukin, the 
former Russian ambassador to 
Washington. 

“It was necessary to urgently 
show the world the insidious- 
ness of the Russians and here 


they remembered about 
Ames,” Lukin, now chairman 
of the Duma’s Foreign Affairs 
Committee, told a recent issue 
of Literatumaya Gazeta. 

Russian politicians and even 
former spies have expressed 
hope the spy scandal will not 
derail the budding U.S.- 
Russian partnership, but have 
also chastised Washington for 
its use of cold war diplomatic 
tools. 

“And what now? Intelli- 
gence services have existed 
since Adam and Eve,” former 
spy Mikhail Lyubimov said in 
the weekly Moscow news. 
“One really wouldn’t want the 
historic rapprochement be- 


tween Russia and the West to 
slow down because of spying, 
which everybody is fed up 
with.” 

Russia has shown no sign it 
is about to let Washington 
push it around, recently expell- 
ing one senior U.S. diplomat 
and fingering another for 
frying to gather information 
about a top-secret tank. 

B ut the Kremlin has demon- 
strated its desire to keep its 
diplomatic momentum rolling, 
announcing its intention to join 
NATO’s partnership for peace 
programme and offering to 
help get the Mideast peace 
talks started again. 


Learning to live with a less centralised China 


By Gerald Segal 

LONDON — China’s central 
government is fading in im- 
portance. The crisis of govern- 
ance has major implications for 
the way in which the outside 
world deals with China. 

Market reforms that decen- 
tralise power have unglued im- 
portant parts of the social 
fabric. At a time of uncertainty 
over the sucession to Deng 
Xiaoping, the authority of gov- 
ernment is seriously under- 
mined. 

Beijing no longer has control 
over the economy. Attempts to 
impose an austerity plan in 
mid-1993 were soon aban- 
doned. Efforts later in the year 
to impose a new tax structure 
so that the central government 
would stop losing so much re- 
venue to tire regions is being 
frustrated at lower levels. 

Provinces are acting, as the 
World Bank has noted, like 
increasingly independent 
agents. The percentage of 
trade done between provinces 
is falling as they expand con- 
tacts with the outside world. 
The official media worry open- 
ly about protectionism and 
trade wars between p,ovinces. 

The loosening of central au- 


thority has caused a sharp rise 
in the drug and gun trade and 
in associated rates of crime and 
drag addiction. China has a 
floating population of 1:30 mil- 
lion, and another 200 million 
people are surplus to the re- 
quirements of the rural eco- 
nomy. Mass migration on this 
scale would be the largest such 
flow in human history. 

This is looming at a time 
when senior Chinese military 
leaders are warning that social 
decay is eating away at the 
morale and professionalism of 
the armed forces. 

External trade is increasing- 
ly a matter that need not in- 
volve contact with the central 
government. Beijing cannot 
enforce existing international 
accords, for example on trade 
in textiles or the observance of 
copyright, because it does not 
control those parts of the eco- 
nomy where violations take 
place. 

The weakness of the central 
government accounts for grow- 
ing problems along the south- 
western frontier where the 
trade in guns, drugs and even 
women sold into prostitution in 
Southeast Asia is out of con- 
trol. The rise of lawlessness is 


also evident in the increase in 
piracy off China’s coast. Some 
of these naval entrepreneurs 
turn their boats into transports 
for the illegal migration of 
more than 100,000 Chinese a 
year. At least 20,000 of them 
end up in the United States, 
with double that number enter- 
ing Europe. Beijing cannot 
control the flow. 

The weakness of central gov- 
ernment extends to relations 
with Hong Kong and Taiwan. 
One of the reasons why Britain 
is able to take such a tough line 
on Hong Kong is that Beijing 
has lost important aspects of 
control of Guangdong Pro- 
vince, adjacent to Hong Kong, 
which relies heavily on invest- 
ment from the British colony 
and wants to get on with busi- 
ness. 

Taiwan is finding that in- 
creasing economic converg- 
ence with southern China 
means that Beijing has less 
power over both Taiwan and 
southern China. A struggle 
that was once between China 
and Taiwan is now much more 
complex. 

In short, China is changing 
shape. It is thus becoming all 
the more important to deal 
with the parts where real deci- 


sions are made. On many 
issues, that means dealing with 
provinces and with lower levels 
of government. 

Many foreign governments 
would welcome a more decen- 
tralised China because that 
would weaken Beijing’s ability 
to pursue a nationalist agenda 
in its numerous territorial dis- 
putes with other Asian states, 
and on other issues. Yet on 
some issues, such as enforcing 
global agreements under 
GATT, outsiders have an in- 
terest in a centralised China. 

There is much that stops, 
short o’ * formal breakup of 
China would offer the 
outside worL. the opportunity 
of constructive dialogue with 
the largest country in the 
world. It may be that the way 
to ensure that China does not 
become more dangerous as it 
grows richer and stronger is to 
ensure that in practice, if not in 
law, there is more than one 
China to deal with. 


The writer is a senior fellow at 
the International Iustitnte for 
Strategic Studies, The article is 
reprinted from tire Internation- 
al Herald Tribune. 
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Hatred shouldn’t prevail 

To the Editor; 

AS THE world heard the news of the horrible slaughter at the 
A1 Ibrahimi Mosque, in Hebron, so did I. What a great excuse 
to stop the peace process between Israel and the Palestinians. 
To allow one crazy, overzealous Jew to stop the progress of 
peace in the entire region seems counter-productive to me. 
Not to speak of allowing hate to conquer love, once again. .It 
seems so easy to hate and separate. Peace and love, on the 
other hand, seem nearly impossible. Fear and hate cause 
closed-minded people, like Goldstein, to commit such cold- 
blooded acts. 

Even though Goldstein called himself “religious" his hateful 
actions at the mosque proved he was not Godlv. God is love. 
When we love, we do not kill. To get the Middle East peace 
talks going again, we must all learn a positive lesson from this 
mass murder and not allow it to give us excuses to wage more 

If anything, this latest slaughter only proves how badly 
peace is needed in the Middle East. We actually fear one 
another! What a sad state we have slipped into as a world 
society. 

Religion has caused so much of the world's violence and 
hate. God did not have this negative goal in mind when the 
different religions were started. The whole purpose of religion 
is to worship God. If we use God as an excuse for hate, then 
we have missed the whole message of religion. 

We as a world community cannot allow the evil acts of one 
individual to control the entire peace process. That gives his 
Tearful, hateful thoughts domination. No good ever comes 
* ear - separation and war. What we must do is use 
this homble event to change the situation for the greater good 
of all Middle Eastern people. When the Middle East is at 
peace, the entire globe will be closer to world peace. Peace 
comes one step at a time. We must have patience and 
tolerance and always remember, “we are all created by the 
same God.” 

Linda L May, 
Iowa, 

the U.S. 
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Faith and 6 the Balkan 
factor’ prop up new dinar 


By Bernd Dehusmann 

Reuter 

BELGRADE — The clerk 
behind the counter of McDo- 
nald's restaurant in Bel- 
grade's Terazije Square was 
indignant. “No, we don’t 
take German marks,” she 
said, waving away a proffered 
10 mark note. “We have our 
own money.” 

At a nearby pharmacy, the 
foreign currency suffered 
similar rejection as it did at a 
news stand. 

Only a few weeks ago, 
when the German mark still 
effectively functioned as Ser- 
bia’s currency, 10 mark notes 
were in such high demand 
that enterprising Belgrade 
citizens made small fortunes 
by charging five per cent for 
breaking large denomination 
notes into smaller bills. 

Employees would rush into 
the street to change the cur- 
rency into marks as soon as 
they were paid. Inflation run- 
ning at an annual rate of 
more than a billion per cent 
eroded the value of Yugoslav 
dinars by the minute. 

Small notes were at a pre- 
mium because no one wanted 
to change more than abso- 
lutely necessary for a purch- 
ase. Someone who wanted to 
buy. say, 10 marks' worth of 
groceries and had nothing but 
a SO mark bill might find 
himself stuck with change in 
evaporating dinars. 

A 500 billion dinar note 
issued in December and 
worth around eight marks at 
the time shnink in value to 
17600th of a pfennig within 
three weeks. 

All that changed, at least 
for the time being, on Jan. 
24. when the government in- 
troduced a new dinar, at par 
value to the German mark, as 
part of an economic recovery 
package which also provided 
for cuts in public spending 
and more efficient tax collec- 
tion. 

The government said its 
plan was backed by reserves 
of 500 million German marks 
(285 million) and gold. 

Many economic experts 
scoffed at the plan, arguing 
that the new currency was too 
thinly, backed and would fail 
as quickly as a string of pre- 
vious re-denominations. 


Spread among the 11 mil- 
lion people of Serbia and 
Montenegro, the two former 
Yugoslav republics that make 
up rump Yugoslavia, hard 
currency reserves work out at 
around 26 per person. 

The plan, some experts 
said, would be perceived as 
just another ploy to get 
citizens to part with their 
hard currency nest eggs, hid- 
den under mattresses and in 
pillow cases as protection 
against inflation. 


“I think the super- 
dinar works be- 
cause people want 
to believe in 
it... Yes we used 
the German mark 
as an alternative 
currency for 
almost two years. 
But no one liked 
doing that. It’s a 
matter of pride,” a 
Belgrade house- 
wife. 


And how could there be a 
hard currency in an economy 
so badly devastated by inter- 
national economic sanctions 
that two thirds of the work 
force is unemployed and in- 
dustrial production has come 
to a virtual stop? 

“I think the superdinar 
works because people want 
to believe in it,” said a Bel- 
grade housewife. “Yes, we 
used the German mark as an 
alternative currency for 
almost two years. But no one 
'«ked doing that. It's a matter 
of pride." 

Businessman Miodrag 
Arsic phrased it differently: 
“Don’t look for logic, re- 
member where we are. This 
is the Balkan factor.” 

Since the government 
slowed down the printing 
presses which had run round- 
the-clock to chum out bank- 
notes with moj*_and more 
zeros, inflation' has dropped 


from 313,000,000 per cent in 
January to minus 0.6 per cent 
in February, according to the 
Federal Bureau of Statistics. 

The government now pur- 
sues a policy of money supply 
so tight that banks frequently 
have to turn back clients 
trying to change hard curren- 
cy into new dinars. 

The anti-inflation prog- 
ramme was drawn up by 75- 
year-old Dragoslav Avramo- 

vic, who worked for the 
World Bank in Washington 
for 25 years and was called 
out of retirement to try to 
cure the rump Yugoslavia’s 
financial misery. 

Mr. Avramovic was 
appointed governor of the 
Central Bank on March 2. 

In his first interview since 
his appointment, he touched 
on the psychological element 
in rhe economic recovery 
package. 

“If. ..the world starts be- 
lieving that this country's 
leadership will not play 
games with money i.e. with 
the value of the currency, 
that will be enough.” he told 
the independent newsweekly 
Vreme. 

“(But) if we don’t stabilise 
rhe budget and achieve a high 
interest rate (on dinar 
accounts) in spite of sanc- 
tions, we will have to hand 
over the country to the Ger- 
mans.. .They will make it 
stable." 

One problem preventing 
the implementation of any 
recovery programme. Econo- 
mic experts here say, is the 
absence of reliable figures in 
a country where the ‘grey 
economy' has played a domi- 
nant role for the better part 
of two years. 

“Nobody knows what 
(rump) Yugoslavia's social 
product is right now.” Mr. 
Avramovic said. “We don’t 
know anything for sure.” 

That goes for the amount 
of hard currency people hold 
outside the banking system. 
Estimates range from 800 
million to two billion marks. 

The government has prom- 
ised to pay six per cent in- 
terest on - dinar savings 
accounts but even “the Bal- 
kan factor” has so for failed 
to convince Serbians that 
_ their marks are safer in. the 
' bank than in the piggy bank. 


By Richard Meares 
Reuter 

BELFAST — If you steal a car 
in Britain you might end up in 
jaiL If you steal one in North- 
ern Ireland, you may be shot 
through the kneecaps and crip- 
pled for life. 

Outlawed guerrilla groups, 
sometimes known as “para- 
militaries"- or “paras”, that 
rule the roost in Belfast's Pro- 
testant and Roman Catholic 
ghettos and beyond have their 
own brand of justice which 
terrorises the people they 
claim to support. 

“Kneecapping”, apparently 
learnt from mafia practices, 
and banishment from the pro- 
vince are favoured punish- 
ments for a range of crimes or 
for displeasing guerrilla lead- 
ers. 

“It is about not adhering to 
their moral code, challenging 
their authority, drinking on the 
street corner or even playing 
loud music late at night," said 
Henry Robinson, a spokesman 
for Families Against Intimida- 
tion and Terror (FAIT). 

“The paras murder, mutilate 
and intimidate people within 
their own communities to 
terrorise their way to power. 
Organised crime is a very big 
part of it." 

FAIT was set up four years 
ago by Nancy Gracey, the 
Catholic mother of a “punish- 
ment shooting” victim. 

It is the only local group 
publicly confronting human 
rights abuses committed by the 
Irish Republican Army (ERA), 
which is fighting to end British 
rule in Northern Ireland, and 
its armed Protestant foes as 
they police their respective ter- 
ritories. 

“Since 1972, there have 
been about 2,000 punishment 
shootings.” said Mr. Robin- 
son. himself a reformed guer- 
rilla who took part iu a 
kneecapping and was jailed. 

Other punishments include 
shooting through the elbows or 
ankles as well as the knees, 
dropping concrete slabs on the 
limbs and breaking fingers, or 
death, common for alleged in- 
formers. 

Some victims have to flee 
Northern Ireland or face 
death. FAIT helps arrange safe 
passage and campaigns for 
them to be allowed to return. 

“I can’t say if we have 
caused a fall in the number of 
incidents but we have made an 
enormous difference," Mr. 
Robinson said from _ PATHs . 
hew offices in the centre of 



Demonstrators face a police force in which they have little faith (File photo) 

An Irish brand of justice 


divided Belfast. 

“People now have some- 
where to go for support and 
can break the silence against 
terrorism. We have chosen to 
go eyeball-to-eyeball with the 
white heat of sectarianism.” 

In the Oscar-nominated film 
“In The Name of the Father,” 
only a father's desperate plea 
saves one character from being 
kneecapped by the IRA for 
stealing lead from roofs in the 


early days of the Northern 
Ireland conflict 20 years ago. 

These days, suspected child 
molesters, drug dealers and 
joyriders, bored youths who 
steal cars to go for a drive, are 
more likely targets. Mistakes 
are common. 

“The paras take second or 
even third hand information 
from an acquaintance in the 
bar and treat it was fact," Mr. 
Robinson said. 


FAIT, whose staff of five has 
dossiers crammed with pictures 
of victims lying in hospital with 
knees bandaged, is highlight- 
ing the case of Paul, a teenager 
beaten and twice kneecapped 
for “anti-social behaviour” 
such as joyriding. 

One day, he was picked up 
in the street and taken down an 
alleyway by IRA gunmen who 
beat him with baseball bats, 
held him down, pressed a gun 


to the back of each kne*. c^d j ■ 
fired. The pain was excruaa? j, 
ing and the damage * « 
knees is permanent! 

“Once you've been v : p- 
ped you are labelled. " .ie iaid. 
“You can't go into l pJb t-ut 
they are picking f «.►! i* . . * 
you.” 

FAIT admits man) people 
are happy to see the gunmen 
dean the streets of joyriders, 
drug pushers and alcoholics. 

The group says its files, 
brimming with cases of mis- 
taken identity or alleged ven- 
detta attacks agains: pen-' 
disliked by a a 

guerrilla group, should oe a 
warning. 

“You cannot isolate small 
sections of the community like 
joyriders and say they are not 
entitled to their human rights," 
said FAIT coordinator Geoff 
Maxwell. 

The human rights watchdog 
Amnesty International (AI). 
which says the figures on 
punishment shootings are only 
the tip of an iceberg of in- 
timidation. has been told of 
parents who. unable to control 
their unruly children, pass 
(heir names on to the IRA. 

In Protestant communities, 
the regular police still hold 
sway and “justice” meted out 
by the gunmen often relates to 
alleged informers or suppor- 
ters who get cold feet. 

Many of Northern Ireland's 
Roman Catholic minority 
oppose British rule and distrust 
the police and the legal system. 

“In that sort of vacuum you 
get pressure building up for 
action to be taken,” said a 
spokesman for the IRA's poli- 
tical wing Sinn Fein. Paul, 
however, is convinced the si- 
lent masses reject summary 
justice. 

“I don't agree the majority 
of people go along with it. 
When 1 was shot I got dozens 
of cards and messages from 
local people. They're scared to 
speak out about* what's hap- 
pening,” he said. 

FAIT denies targeting 
nationalists more than pro- 
British “loyalists”. 

In 1993. 60 per cent of the 
people FAIT dealt with were 
suffering from loyalist in- 
timidation and many of them 
were Protestants. 

Mr. Robinson, an energetic 
32-year-old, said he had re- 
ceived death threats but would 
carry on. But he acknowledged 
guerrillas could stamp out 
FAIT if they derided to. 

“We could be crushed or we 
could grow, who knows?” 


Rebels, poverty and American pie in Angola 


By Nicholas Shaxsoo 

Reuter 

CABINDA, Angola — They 
call it “little America”, A 
-haven for oil workers on 
Angola's steamy coast where 
they can play golf, tuck into a 
steak or order . apple pie. 

Outside the Malongo Oil 
Base of Chevron’s Gulf Oil 
Company, some 30 
kilometres north of Cabinda 
city, there are rebels and 
poverty, inside it is a slice of 
Americana in Africa. 

' “It’s like a little city,” said 
Tim Connor of Nashville, 
Tennessee, services manager 
for the base which is heavily 
(guarded by the government 
and serves thousands of fore- 
ign workers manning 
offshore oil rigs along _ the 
Cabinda coastline. 

“The meals are top quality, 
U.S. Americans tend to eat a 
lot and there is plenty of food 
all the time, mostly American 
and European dishes.” 

Outside Malongo. rebels of 
the Front for the Liberation 
of Cabinda Enclave (FLEC) 
are fighting a low-key inde- 
pendence war for the isolated 
enclave of Cabinda. 

Cabinda is physically cut 
off from the rest of Angola by 
the Zaire River and a narrow 
swatch of Zaire, but its peo- 
ple feel even more isolated by 
cultural differences. 

“I will never accept the 


Angolan presence here, nev- 
er in all my life,” says Jorge 
Congo, a Roman Catholic 
priest. 

Many of the enclave's 
170,000 people look to Zaire 
and Congo for their kin and 
culture. “They want separa- 
tion,'' said Lino Wilson, the 
central government’s in- 
formation representative in 
Cabinda. , 

The enclave is fertile 
ground for dissent. Despite 
riches flowing from under the 
seat, most of Cabinda's peo- 
ple live in poverty. 

In Cabinda’s bars and 
dance halls people-drink Zai- 
rean beer and listen to fast- 
paced Zairean and Congolese 
music but for many life dif- 
fers little from when oil was 
found in 1966. 

Flares from offshores rigs 
are not visible in the village 
of Tumba, 25 kilometres 
southeast of Malongo. In- 
habitants plant crops- and 
hunt. The last rains were 
poor, they say, and food is 
scarce. 

A doctor at the provincial 
hospital said malnutrition is 
not a serious problem. Tro- 
pical rains are plentiful most 
years and many people farm, 
fish or hum. But “poverty- 
related diseases” such as di- 
arrhoea were rife, he said. 

“We are really suffering 
here in Cabinda,” said Fran- 
cisco Comprido, a Roman 


U.S. working for resumption of talks 


(Continued from page 2) 

forward to working with Israel 
to unleash its technological 
skill on the entire region. In a 
new era of peace, it can do 
that. 

And in all of these matters, 
the message is clear. The U.S. 
stands by Israel in an unshak- 
able partnership for peace. It is 
a partnership which has pro- 
duced the greatest advances 
towards peace for all people of 
.the Middle East in the entire 
’long, tragic history of the 
Arab-Israeli conflict. 

One of the particular efforts 
that I've been involved in, that 
-Norman referred to. is an 
effort called the Builders for 
Peace. It is an unusual group 
which got its beginning on 
September 13th. about two 


hours after the meeting on the 
South Lawn between Prime 
Minister Rabin and Chairman 
Arafat. 

I went upstairs to the Execu- 
tive Office Building auditor- 
ium, and members — many of 
you, I know a good number of 
you were there, and a good 
number of Arab-Americans 
were there for the first joint 
briefing on the process that 
had just been on display on the 
South Lawn. 

I was late arriving because 
the ceremony on the South 
Lawn had taken longer than 
expected, and by the time 1 
arrived, the feeling in the room 
was electric because the hand- 
shake on the South Lawn bad 
been replicated by individuals 
in that room a hundred times 


Catholic missionary from 
East Cabinda who fled to 
Tumba after government sol- 
diers looking for rebels 
raided his village. 

In recent years the FLEC 
has staged isolated attacks on 
oil company vehicles but in- 
flicted scant damage to in- 
stallations. There are no reli- 
able figures on casualties 
from skirmishes between re- 
bels and government troops 
which go largely unreported 
by the state-run media. 

Fernando Soma, clinical 
director of Cabinda's main 
hospital, said three or four 
civilians were admirted 
monthly with combat 
wounds, some from land- 
mines. He did not know the 
casualty rate. 

FLECs struggle has been 
overshadowed by resumption 
in late 1992 of die civil war, 
waged for 16 years between 
the formerly Marxist Luanda 
government and UNIT A re- 
bels. 

The war has devastated 
most of Angola but left 
Cabinda largely untouched. 
Rebel leader Jonas Savimbi’s 
UNITA (National Union for 
the Total Independence of 
Angola) has not acted on its 
' repeated threats to attack 
foreign oil installations in 
Cabinda. 

Some FLEC officials say 
UNITA, whose aim is control 
of all of Angola, has no place 


And in the discussion, it 
became clear that there was a 
tremendous desire for the men 
and women gathered in that 
room to see what they as indi- 
viduals could do to try to help 
bolster the peace process. And 
I made the suggestion that 
perhaps an American group 
might be formed from both 
communities to try to stimulate 
the development of an econo- 
mic infrastructure in Gaza and 
Jericho to make it more possi- 
ble for the peace process to 
move forward. 

And so this group was 
formed, and it’s unique in 
many ways. It has two presi- 
dents, rf you will, Mel Levine 
and Jim Zogby, a major re- 
spected leader in the Jewish 
community and the president 
of the Arab-American Insti- 
tute. For years, these two indi- 


in their enclave which has a 
culture more similar to neigh- 
bouring French-speaking 
Zaire and Congo. 

“We have never accepted 
their presence here. If it were 
not for this problem with the 
government we would fight 
them,” said Bel Chiorhe 
Tati, a FLEC official who 
lives in Cabinda city. 

Oil workers have little con- 
tact with Cabinda’s troubles. 
They fly in and out of Malon- 
go by helicopter to reach 
offshore platforms sitting on 
Angola’s richest oilfields, 
pumping some 300,000 bar- 
rels of crude a day. 

The expatriates, mostly 
Americans, Britons, Portu- 
guese, Indians, Italians and 
French, are forbidden from 
entering Cabinda except on 
official business. 

‘ Army Major Walter Nunes 
said the ruling dated from the 
tune when Cuban troops and 
Soviet advisers were in 
Cabinda and it was feared 
there would be confronta- 
tions with American oil 
workers. 

The Cubans and Soviets 
have long gone but Tim Hen? 
ley, Malongo’s general op- 
erations manager, said 
Cabinda was still not consi- 
dered safe. 

“I know a lot of our people 
would like to visit the town,” 
he said, “but... we have all 
the facilities we need in the 
camp.”' 


viduals were on opposite sides 
,of virtually every issue related 
to the Middle East, and in fact 
they still are. But the potential 
for making common cause in 
behalf of peace was clearly 
evident. And so we organised 
this group. 

And during the meetings, as 
the individuals here who have 
been a part of this group can 
tell you. the spirit has been 
very positive, and we have 
been making a great deal of 
progress. I am very, very en- 
couraged about it. 

If we push on, if we do not 
give up, I am confident that we 
can achieve the progress and 
the resolution that we all seek, 
and not just in transforming 
relations between Israel and 
the Palestinians, but between 
Israel and aJ] of her Arab 
neighbours. 
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Global jobs 
. iference ends with 
ao .Taj or initiatives 
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Small investors 
quit Euro Disney 
after rescue plan 
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ir-a*: think this seminar 


on jo^s car. really lead to a 
scries of miracle recipes,” said 
French Finance Minister 
Edmond Alphandery. "We're 
fully aviv.ro there are no mira- 
cle recipes.” 

The statement contained no 
major initiatives, (t did say the 
tninrfers had agreed to ask the 
Puris-b^icd Organisation for 
Economic Cooperation and 
Development to study the rela- 
tionship between productivity, 
technology and job creation 
and to c’-p.-.nd a study already 
under wey to improve statistics 
or. joblessness in the industrial 
world. 

In a hint of the sharp dis- 
ep-cc.T; nt.s the: still exist on 
such cue* ‘.ins a?, interest rates 
and tar. cuts. She statement said 


that countries agreed to pursue 
“in our own ways” policies to 
strengthen the operation of 
their individual economies. 

“We're not claiming to pro- 
duce the answer in two days,” 
British Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer Kenneth Clarke said. 
"The idea is, we have a general 
discussion from which we 
might distill some principles 
that can be considered further” 
when leaders from the partici- 
pating countries gather in Na- 
ples. Italy, in July for their 
annual economic summit. 

Mr. Bentsen said that the 
issues raised in Detroit among 
cabinet ministers will be 
addressed by world leaders 
when they convene for the 
annual economic summit of the 
so-called Group of Seven 
countries — the United States. 
Japan, Germany, Canada. Ita- 
ly. France and Britain — this 
summer in Naples. 

"The G-7 ministers have 
made an important first step, 
very frankly trading ideas, 
learning from one another,” 
Mr. Bentsen said in the state- 
ment. the wording of which 
was negotiated with the other 
countries. 

“Our work here in Detroit 
will help our leaders — at the 
Naples summit and beyond — 
more clearly understand how 
each nation can strengthen 
growth, create more jobs, bet- 
ter jobs and reduce unemploy- 
ment,” Mr. Bentsen said. 

But wide differences re- 
mained in many areas. While 
the U.S. would like Japan and 
Germany to boost economic 
growth as a way of reducing 
global unemployment, those 
countries resisted U.S. press- 
ure for tax cuts and lower 
interest rates. 


PARIS (R) — Shares in loss- 
• making . Euro Disney SC A fell 
i in Paris Tuesday as some 
aggrieved shareholders cut 
their losses a day after the 
| announcement of a billion- 
! dollar rescue proposal for the 
I U.S. -owned French Theme 
i Park. 

i French newspapers hailed 
what one called a “financial 
facelift for Mickey Mouse," 

but some disillusioned small 
investors, faced with a massive 
dilution of their rights to di- 
vidends from Euro Disney, 
voted with their feet. 

At one stage, the stock fell 
so far it was suspended for a 
10-minute cooling off period 
before the price stabilised. 

Dealers said many of the 
sellers were small stockhol- 
ders, who have lost much of 
their investment since Walt 
Disney Co. offered them 
shares in the European version 
of its magic kingdom in 1989. 

“The small investors feel 
wronged and are selling,” one 
stockbroker said. 

The shares bit a low of 30.30 
francs compared with Mon- 
day’s dose of 33.85 and were 
17'per cent down on the level 
before the restructuring prop- 
osal was announced. By lun- 
chtime, amid a strong bourse 
rally, the shares had picked up 
to 33.45 ffancs. 

Analysts say the drop re- 
flected shareholder concern 
that a planned six billion franc 
($1.05 billion) capital increase, 
via the creation of new shares 
at around 10 francs, would 
greatly dilute the share they 
got of any future profits. 

The deal would quadruple 
the number of Euro Disney 
shares. 


One businessman told 
Europe 1 -radio he had lost 
heavily on his investment in 
Euro Disney and said he felt he 
had been wrong to place his 
confidence in Walt Disney, 
which has three other money- 
spinning parks in the United 
States and Japan. 

The 51 per cent of Euro 
Disney shares not owned by 
Walt Disney were sold to the 
public at 72 francs each in 
October 1989. 

They touched a high of 
165.20 shortly before the resort 
opened in April 1992 and 
plummeted to a low of just 
23.70 last November after the 
park reported a mammoth 5.34 
'billion franc ($926 million) loss 
for its 1992/93 financial year. 

Euro Disney Chairman Phi- 
lippe Bourgugnon told share- 
holders Monday that no one 
had foreseen quite how sharp 
the European recession of the 
early 1990s was going to be. 

Public interest in the Euro 
Disney rescue has been high- 

Big-selling tabloid Le Pari- 
sien devoted its first three 
pages to it under the headlines 
"Mickey Mouse's smile” and 
“Uncle Scrooges don't let 
Mickey Mouse down.” 

Wtih nearly 20 million visi- 
tors since it opened with a 
barrage of publicity, Euro Dis- 
ney, 32 kilometres- east of 
Paris, is now a fixture of the 
French landscape. 

But its American style has 
rubbed many French people up 
the wrong way, especially 
among a vocal intellectual 
elite. 

One of them dubbed the 
park “a cultural Chernobyl.” 
Some in the media have shown 
open glee at its troubles. 


^agestevia’s bank chief urges monetary discipline 


5ELOSADE (R) — Yugosla- 
via's cec.- central bank gov- 
ernor, Dra-oslav Avramovic. 
has said country needed 
discipline to avoid returning to 
the ifiiiicn per cent hyperinfla- 
tion which has crash economic 
procrranjTij reduced to zero. 

“Wc ccr.not afford a new- 
disaster,” Mr. Avramovic told 
z mcerir.s of topu economic . 
experts, 'cusiccssmcn and 
bart-ere. “I believe in disci- 
pline and villi discipline we 
can tr.ukc this programme 
work." 

The 75-’ Avramovic, 

who worked for the World 
Bar.!: :r. '■V.'tshinjtois for 25 
veers, was referring to the un- 
controlled r.rintirg cf fcank- 
r.otci. ,:r.d .v.rrcncy speculation 
which Ic-i (•> me of the world’s 
l-.Sshs , tf of inflation. 

i: r ;::l ...; .:nr,ua!:scd one 

hillrcn ~.*t ce’it by last Decem- 
ber. mrJrir-. the country's cur- 
rency, :l:~ dinar, virtually 
v jr?i;[.-v . .'.iter the govern- 
red a new dinar, 

\ t.rermr.n mark, 

• • J - *-.. . ■■-lation stopped. 


According to the Federal 
Bureau of Statistics, monthly 
inflation dropped to minus 0.6 
per cent in February from 313 
million per cent in January. 

The new dinar was part of an 
economic recovery programme 
worked out by a team of ex- 
perts headed by Mr. Avramo- 
vic, who was called out of 
retirement to try to save rump- 
Yugoslavia's sancrions-hit eco- 
nomy. 

Mr. Avramovic’s program- 
me was partly designed to per- 
suade citizens to change their 
hard currency holdings — the 
German mark is the foreign 
currency of choice — into new 
dinars. 

Mr. Avramovic said that 
foreign currency inflows into 
the banking system totalled 
5153 million in the past month. 

Ticking off initial successes 
of his programme, which was 
greeted with scepticism by 
many economists, Mr. Avra- 
movic said predictions of steep 
rises in interest rates had beer 
incorrect. 


While similar crash prog- 
rammes in Latin America had 
resulted in interest rate jumps 
of up to 40 per cent, rises had 
been much lower in Yugosla- 
via. 

“They (the rates) are now 
between 11 and 17 per cent, 
more than my planned nine per 
cent, bat still I am satisfied 
they will drop," he pointed 
out. 

He said a recent opinion poll 
showed 67 per cent of com- 
panies in Serbia, one of the 
two former federal republics 
which make up ramp Yugosla- 
via, expected better, more se- 
cure times ahead. It was the 
most positive business confi- 
dence poll since 1990. 

Mr. Avramovic said he ex- 
pected his programme-toworfc- 
even if international trade 
sanctions against Yugoslavia 
continued. But he added he 
had "expectations that they 
would be lifted soon.” 

A United Nations embargo 
imposed almost two years ago 
banned all trade with Serbia 


and Montenegro. Since then. 
Industrial production has 
slumped to a fifth of what it 
was before the outbreak of the 
war in Bosnia. 

Despite Mr. Avramovic’s 
optimism, there were seme 
signs that his programme was 
heading for trouble. 

Newspaper reports said the 
new dinar had dropped in 
value by as much as 50 percent 
in recent days in inter-bank 
transactions in which commer- 
cial banks buy marks at a rate 
of one to one and sell them to 
cash-strapped companies at a 
higher rale. 

Such transactions, theoreti- 
cally illegal, are taking place 
outside the control of the cen- 
_tral bank. The practice, dates . 
back to the socialist economy. 

Experts say it is Mr. Avra- 
movic’s worst enemy in trying 
to keep the currency stable and - 
estimate that up to 75 per cent 
of Yugoslavia’s inflation rate 
last year was due to die prac- 
tice. 
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UfHEN YOU WRITE LIKE THAT, VO YOU 
EVER SET INK ON YOUR FINGERS?^ 


Consultancy sees more 
Kuwaiti debtors settling 


KUWAIT (R) — More 
Kuwaiti borrowers have 
started procedures for settling 
519 billion in bad debt before a 
March 31 deadline despite last- 
minuie calls for softer terms, 
an economic consultancy has 
said. 

Private Ai Shall Consultants 
said a note recently issued by 
commercial banks to the de- 
btors reminding them of the 
deadline for choosing repay- 
ment methods under a settle- 
ment law that look effect on 
Sept. 6 had had a "positive 
result” after some hesitation 
following calls for easier terms. 

"In the days that followed 
there was a turnout at the 
banks for authentication of de- 
btors' options. This had fol- 
lowed a pause due to press 
releases about' possible 
amendments to the law,” Al 
Shall said in a weekly commen- 
tary. 

"As time goes by, it seems 
that that we previously stated 
about there being only a weak 
probability cf amendments is 
proving to be the case.” it said. 

AI Shall said some debtors 


had earlier appeared unaware 
of the many legal complica- 
tions that could arise if the law 
was changed at the last mo- 
ment. 

Al Shall added '2,3d0>* de- 
btors had so far repayed 
around 127 million dinars 
(5427 million) under the law 
aimed at settling 5.7 billion 
dinars ($19 billion) in bad debt 
that has enfeebled the banking 
system since 1982. 

That is an advance on the 
position at Feb. 20, when 2.193 
debtors had repaid 122 million 
dinars )S140 million). 

The debt derives partly from 
the 1982 crash of an unofficial 
stock exchange used by all 
sectors of society and partly 
from commercial losses aggra- 
vated by Iraq's 1990-91 
occupation. 

The names of the 9.546 
corporate and individual bor- 
rowers including major com- 
panies have never been pub- 
lished. Debtors have until 
March 31 to choose a repay- 
ment option. If they fail to 
meet the deadline their entire 
debt immediately falls due. 


Employment survey 
reveals grim reality for 
Brazilian workers 


RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) — 
Nearly one in 10 Brazilians 
works for no pay under de- 
meaning conditions, and half 
earn an average monthly salary 
of less than 5100 a month, the 
government has said. 

The figures were part of a 
report tided “Map of Brazil's 
labour force.” a statistical 
snapshot of a country plagued 
by soaring inflation and trou- 
bled by one of the most skewed 
income distribution rates in the 
world. 

The Brazilian Institute for 
Geography and Statistics re- 
leased the survey to mark the 
start of a campaign to reduce 
poverty and unemployment 
among Brazil's workforce of 62 
million people. 

The campaign is the idea of 
Herbert de Souza, the 
sociologist picked by President 
Itamar Franco to run k lasL, 
year’s crusade to feed an esti- ‘ 
mated 32 million Brazilians 
who go hungry each day. 

"Brazil must look at its true 
face — a face of hunger, a face 
of unemployed people with no 
dignity." Mr. De Souza said at 
a news conference. “Only then 
can we get to the roots of the 
suffering." 

The survey, based on nation- 
al data collected in 1990, 
offered a grim portrait of eco- 
.nomic inequality: - - 

— More than two million 
children between ages 10 and 
13 work fulltime for less than 
$65 a month. They represent 
14.2 per cent of ihe nation's 
youth. 

— In the rural northeast. 52 
per cent of workers had either 
no schooling or had not 


finished grade school. Forty 
three per cent of these workers 
earn about 530 a month. 

— The richest 10 per cent of 
Brazilians held 48 per cent of 
the country's wealth. The 
poorest 10 per cent had 0.S per 
cent of total wealth. 

Sex and race also played a 
role in the skewed income dis- 
tribution. Brazilian women 
earn only 57 per cent of the 
salaries of their male counter- 
parts. the study said. 

It found white Brazilians 
make twice as much in salary 
than blacks and people of 
mixed race. 

"It is interesting, since we 
pride ourselves on our racial 
harmony, how the colour of 
one's skin can determine how 
much an individual earns in 
Brazil.” said Silvio Augusto 
Minciotti. president of the 
Census Bureau. 

Mr. De' Souza coordinated 
more than 3,500 citizen groups 
across the country that took 
part in the anti-hunger cam- 
paign. 

He pledged to organise’ these 
groups to bring pressure on 
unions, businesses, and state 
and federal labour boards to 
develop ways to generate 
labour-intensive work pro- 
jects. 

-“The 'so-called economic 
miracle of the 1970s that 
started from the top and trick- 
led down only benefitted 10 
per cent of the population.” 
said Mr. De Souza. 

“We want to start another 
economic 'miracle', only this 
time from the bottom of socie- 
ty on up." 
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Egypt to spend $42m 
to woo scared tourists * 


ABU SIMBEL (R) — Egypt is 
to spend $42 million in promot- 
ing itself to try to win back 
tourists scared off by militants, 
i and regain $800 million lost 
revenue. Tourism Minister 
Mamdouh Beltagi said Tues- 
day. . , 

It plans to advise potential 
visitors against taking Nile 
cruises, which have been 
attacked by suspected mili- 
tants, and to avoid the militant 
stronghold of Assiut. 

“The terrorist actions are 
mainly located in a 20- 
kilometre area of the southern 
province of Assiut, which is 
not a touristic destination and 
at the same time it is a very 
small part of Egyptian territory 
that tourists can avoid,” he 
said. 

Instead, Egypt will promote 
what Mr. Beltagi termed “100 
per cent safe places.” 

"There have never been any 
security problems in the major 
tourist sites — Aswan, Luxor, 
Abu Simbel, the Red Sea, Ale- 
xandria, the Sinai and Western 
Desert — simply because the 
population there live on tour- 
ism,” he pointed out. 

"People there would never 
permit anyone to penetrate or 
do anything,” he emphasised. 

Six countries are to be 
targetted particularly, Mr. Bel- 
tagi saiad. 

These are the United States, 
Britain, Germany, Italy, 
France and Japan. He identi- 
fied these countries, all major 
sources of tourists to Egypt, as 
most affected by reports of the 
violence. 

An estimated 18 bomb and 
gun attacks have targeted fore- 
igners, and three tourists have 
been killed and 31 wounded 
since the violence began in 
March 1992. 

Tourism, one of Egypt's key 
foreign currency earners, has 
been bard hit by the attacks, 
carried out by the Muslim mili- 


tant group, the Gama a AI 
lslamiya (Islamic group), 
which is fighting to oust the 
government of President Hosm 
Mubarak. . , 

Mr. Beltagi said Cairo s 
campaign would include televi- 
sion advertising and profes- 
sional marketing to sell Egypt 
better. 

The government accepted 
last week the 542 million plan 
last week. "They allocated a 
first tranche of 20 million 
Egyptian pounds (56 million) 
and they will continue with the 
implementation of the plan,” 
he told Reuters in the southern 
resort of Abu Simbel. 

He said the campaign was 
designed to “correct the image 
of Egypt” tarnished by attacks 
on foreign tourists. It would 
give “the terrorist incidents 
their proper weight,” and be 
financed by the treasury, the 
tourism ministry and the pri- 
vate sector. 

Mr. Beltagi said Egypt had a. 
problem of image, rather tbarfF 
of reality, and should not be 
compared to countries like 
Algeria because militants in 
Egypt lacked public support. 

“We are different. Egypt has 
between 10 and 12 million 
Christians and it is a society of 
coexistence and tolerance," he 
said. “It is an image rather 
than a problem of security or 
political instability.” 

“We know and we say it 
clearly that we have a minority 
group of terrorists. However, 
they are isolated from the 
national consensus, from the 
government, political parties 
— both the opposition and 
majority parties, from the un- 
ions and by ordinary people,” 
he said. , 

Mr. Beltagi added: “Terror- 
ism existed before. We are 
confident this wave will fade 
away as it did before because 
we know our people are peace- 
ful individuals .*' 


FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY MARCH 16, 1994 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
This afternoon is fine for winding 
op whatever dealing you have 
with debtors and creditors so that 
your affairs are on a more secure 
structure. Strive for more har- 
mony with family members. 


through intelligently. This can be 
- particularly fine day for you in 
any project you are involved in. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) Take time to put your 
business affairs in better order. 
Await a better time for .looking 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) new outlets, and use .care 

You can impress one m power in. 7° u ““trap.,. 

the morning with your abilities. .,§pORPIO: (October 23 ; to 


But don't rest on your laurels. Be 
more encouraging to the ideas 
and suggestions of others. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Use your intuition, which is accu- 
rate now, in handling financial 
affairs. Think along optimistic 
lines and be logical m any direc- 
tion. 


GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) your v 
Your intuition .is .working, .fine — appear, 
early in the day however don’t 
trust it later. Don’t take any risks CAPRI! 
when dealing with others in bna- January 
ness. with hi: 


November 21) Support persons 
who have been loyal to you in the 
past. Show increased devotion to 
your loved one. Han for the 
future in your personal life. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) Study your 
money situation and make plans 
to have more fi n a n cial security. 
Strive to be more efficient in 
your work and success will. 


MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Make jrlans to have 
more abundance in the future. 
The planets are most favourable 
for getting ahead in career mat- 
ters you are involved in. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Be 
sure to complete any tasks left 
undone before taking on new 
projects. Discuss important busi- 
ness matters with financial ex- 
perts in their fields. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Han early for whatever 
you want to do, then cany 


CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Have conferences 
with higher-ups early and gain 
their support and goodwill. Take 
time to improve your appearance 
in the way others see you. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Obtain the in- 
formation you need for the right 
sources. A financial expert can 
give advice for a plan you have in 
mind which wiH help others. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) You may want to join with 
friends for a good time but don’t 
forget to handle an important 4? 
commitment that requires your 
immediate attention. 


THE Daily Crossword by 


Bernice Gordon" 


ACROSS 
l Norwegian tang 
5 Spirited horse 
10 Hindu hero 

14 Creature of 
Persian folklore 

15 Beg 

16 Kind of exam 

17 Actress Barbara 
iBVidmlfes 

19 Mantua money 

20 Legendary twins 

23 Jackie's second 

24 Wrath 

25 Touching 
29 Surprise 

suddenly 

33 Certain plaintiff 

34 Rufl noisily 

35 Clubs, e.a 

37 54 

38 Freudian term 
33 — jonSS 

40 Pateful date 
42 Gleans 
44 Term m math 


47 Mafiooua 
gossip 

49 DuG-witted one 

50 Mary of movies 

51 Legendary twins 

60 Eastern bigwig 

61 Substantial 

62 "Nona" author 

63 Gun sound 

64 Unaided 

65 EguaSy matched ; 

66 Feed the tatty ; 

67 GaHoped : 

68 Secretary ; 
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DOWN 

1 Oil cartel 

2 Me met of 2GA 

3 Goa ol war 

4 Classic 

5 Causing gams 

6 Scarlett's place 

7 place 

3Mj3oath 
a Coftbary to 

10 Swelling 
weves 

11 Seed covering 
Viera en 9 
Japanese sfvp 


13 Karras©! 
teaman 

zi Bauxite, e.a. 

22 A feast — 
famine 

25 Bute from 
Holland 

25 Stage whisper 

27 At no time 

28 Cornered 

29 Halts 

30 Enlarged 

31 Cfcmbmg vine 

32 Waters 

36 Turkish uee 

■*1 Cause of 
affliction 

42 Repreaon 

43 Ran swiftly 

“ — «(iwade i-ght 
of} 

<6 TV's Lincen 

49 Airport abfcr. 

■*4 Singer 
McEntrre 

52 Araa 
sultanate 


YestardaYs Ptrola 


nmsii 

mi!!} nogiBn 

MM 


53 Money maker 

54 Alone 


Plnd new 

55 Cockeyed e- 

56 Muse number 25 tree. 
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Australia 
considers 
allowing more 
immigrants 

ADELAIDE, Australia (AP) 
“ Australia is considering rais- 
ing the number of immigrants 
it allows to match a forecast' 
increase in economic growth. 

Immigration Minis ter Nick 
Boikos has said that economic 
and social climates are right for 
the government to consider 
moderate increases in im- 
migration programme after 
several years of no increases 
because of recession and high 
unemployment. 

“I can't say the numbers, all 
I wfll say is that I think we're 
getting to a stage where we can 
look at moderate increases in 
our programme,” he said. 

From July 1992 to June 1993 
Australia had the lowest level 
of immigration in a decade, 
with 76330 people entering 
the country. 

Other top countries included 
Hong Kong, Vietnam, the for- 
mer Yugoslavia, the Philip- 
pines and China. 


Israel envoy says China 
embraces former ‘enemy’ 


BEUING (R) — Israeli Indus- 
try and Trade Minister Micha 
Harish said Tuesday that Sino- 
Israeii trade will expand rapid- 
ly now that China no longer 
sees Israel as an enemy. 

“It’s really .striking to see 
how friendly the attitude is 
here toward Israel and the 
Jewish people,” he said. 

Mr. Harish said capital and 
technology-rich but labour- 
poor Israel was finding an ea- 
ger partner in China, eager for 
the hard currency income from 
reexports across Aria. 

“It's unbelievable to see,” 
Mr. Harish said in an interview 
after what he described as a 
rewarding series of high-level 
meetings with Chinese officials 
including Vice Premier Li 
Lanqmg and Foreign Trade 
Minister Wu Yi. 

“This didn't happen in 1992. 
Apparently there was an 

undercurrent, like in other 
Asian countries and India. The 
country (China) was an enemy 
of Israel,” be said. 


China and Israel established 
diplomatic ties in February 
1992, ending decades of enmity 
stemming mainly from Beij- 
ing’s solidarity and support for 
Arab countries. 

Bilateral trade has grown 
rapidly since then. 

Chinese customs figures 
show that China's 1993 exports 
to Israel rose 498 per cent from 
1992 to reach $76.39 million 
and its imports from Israel rose 
96 per cent to 575.93 million. 

Israeli statistics show bilater- 
al trade at 5100 million last 
year with a 510 million surplus 
for Israel. 

Mr. Harish said trade would 
grow further due to new bi- 
lateral cooperation, including 
two minor trade pacts signed 
Tuesday, and Israel's overall 
trade and investment push in 
Aria, where it was long a poli- 
tical pariah. 

“In about four or five years 
we will be in the many hun- 
dreds of millions of dollars of 


trade and investment (in Chi- 
na)," he said. “If China keeps 
growing the way it has our 
cooperation will bring fast re- 
sults.” 

Wary of overheating and in- 
flation, Beijing is hoping to 
rein economic growth back to 
10 per cent from the sizzling 13 
per cent rates registered in 
1992 and 1993. 

Mr. Harish said 30 Israeli 
industrial leaders accompany- 
ing him on the trade mission 
were expecting to sign at least 
three business deals while in 
China, but gave no estimates 
of their value. 

One project will transfer 
world-leading fibre-optic cable 
technology to a Shanghai firm. 

Others included metal and 
plastic-coating ventures and an 
advanced rilo system for grain 
storage — a crucial need in 
China where up to a quarter of 
the grain harvest is lost to 
water damage, vermain and 
poor transport. 


Russia warns Ukraine about gas payments 


ESPOO, Finland (R) — Prime 
Minister Viktor Chernomyrdin 
has warned that Russia's pati- 
ence would end soon if 
Ukraine did not pay its debts 
for natural gas imports. 

Mr. Chernomyrdin said he 
was worried about the situa- 
tion. 

“We hope that the Ukraine 
government sees it is time to 
pay the money back,” Mr. 
Chernomyrdin told a news 
conference. 

“If they cannot afford to pay 
then we must not sell (gas) to 


them,” he said. 

“For the time being we are 
holding out. But I warn that 
our tolerance will end soon,” 
Mr. Chernomyrdin added. 

Russia's Gasprom Company 
agreed to restore gas supplies 
to Ukraine, at least until April 
10 . 

Thel state-controlled firm 
declared a month-long trace 
with Ukraine after slashing 
supplies a week earlier ion 
protest over Kiev's failure to 
pay a debt of 13 trillion rou- 
bles (5900 million). 


Iran budget, tailored 
to low oil prices, 
gets final approval 

TEHRAN (R) — Iran's 
budget for the year starting 
March 21, including 52.3 bil- 
lion for defence and law- 
enforcement, received final 
approval Tuesday. 

Parliamentary speaker Ali 
Akbar Nateq-Nouri, announc- 
ing The approval of the" 69.8 
trillion riyal ($39.9 billion) 
budget by the Guardian Coun- 
cil. told a news conference that 
liberal economic reforms 
should be slowed down to ease 
pressure on the poor. 

The council, which vets laws 
for conformity with Islam and 
(be constitution, ratified the 
budget after parliament drop- 
ped a reference to interest and 
made other minor changes in 
the bill. 

“The main message of this 
budget is economising,” Mr. 

Nateq-Nouri said. 

Parliament approved the 
budget last week after a debate 
dominated by concern about 
low oil prices and Iran's 
mounting foreign debt. 

It had cut the government's 
projected revenue by 10 per 
cent. Mr. Nateq-Nouri said it 
reduced expenditures in va- 
rious sectors by between seven 
and 13 per cent according to 
their priority. The budget is 
nominally balanced. 

“We do not accept fast- 
paced reforms at the expense 
of losing the vulnerable stra- 
ta,” he replied when asked if 
the MPs’ rejection of fuel price 
rises amounted to slowing 
down President Akbar Hashe- 
mi Rafsanjani's free-market 
reform plan. 

“I believe we should carry 
out these reforms, but first we 
must create the social safety 
net. otherwise the- vulnerable 
strata cannot bear the press- 
ure,” Mr. Nateq-Nouri said. 

He said the budget ear- 
marked four trillion riyals 
(52. 3 billion) for defence and 
law enforcement. 

Mohammad Majdara, mem- 
ber of the parliament’s plan 
and budget committee, told 
Reuters the allocation covered 
the 3rmy, revolutionary guards 
and police. He did not say how 
much would be spent on 
buying weapons from abroad. 

“The four trillion riyals fi- 


gure is 73 per cent more than 
the current year's. But con- 
sidering 20 per cent inflation, 
the defence and law- 
-enforcement budget has 
actually declined by 123 per 
cent," he said. 

Some Western and Arab 
Gulf states have voiced con- 
cern about Iran’s recent arms 
purchases, including two Rus- 
sian submarines. Iran rejects 
charges of militarism, saying its 
military spending is a fraction 
of that of its Arab neighbours 
like Saudi Arabia. 

About 60 per cent of the 
overall budget is that of state 
banks and companies. The rest 
— 32.3 trillion riyals ($183 
billion) — is the government's 
budget. 

In the budget debate which 
started'nTJanuary. deputies cut 
the government’s oil revenue 
projection to $20.15 billion — 
some 52 billion to S3 billion 
below the current year’s esti- 
mate. 

But the overall budget figure 
is still 28 per cent above the 
current year’s approved level 
and likely to fuel inflation. 

Mr. Nateq-Nouri estimated 
Tran’s overdue commercial 
debts would amount to be- 
tween 56 billion and 57 billion 
on March 20, after refinancing 
‘deals worth a total $4.3 billion 
agreed with German banks and 
Japanese trading companies 
since last month. 

Article 29 of the budget au- 
thorises the use of $6 billion in 
foreign credits, mainly to build 
dams and oil and gas projects. 

One of the points the Guar- 
dian Council had objected to 
was a clause in article 29 which 
said the government should 
pay the “average international 
interest rate” on sucb credits. 

Iran’s 1983 no-interest bank- 
ing law outlaws payment by 
Iranian banks of interest, a 
form of usury banned under 
Islam. But interest is inevitably 
involved in Iran's foreign deal- 
ings. 

In a session late Monday, 
deputies argued that the 
offending clause was intended 
to prevent the government 
from using high-interest fore- 
ign credit. 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against foe dollar at nudsession 
on foe London Foreign Exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 


U.S. SUB costs 


One sterling 
One ounce of gold 


3.3623/33 

1.6948/58 

1.9048/58 

1.4405/15 

34.93/97 

5.7639/89 

1673.1/4.6 

106.15/25 

7.8777/77 

7.3450/00 

6.6180/30 

$1,4911/21 

5386.00/386.50 


Cana dian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen - 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 


The supply cuts forced the 
former Soviet republic, which 
relies on Russia for 60 per cent 
of its gas needs, to take 
emergency measures to curb 
domestic -consumption. 

Gsprom Chairman Rem 
Vyakhirev told a Moscow news 
conference: “If we do not res- 
tore order together by April 
10, deliveries of gas to Ukraine 


will be cut off completely." 

Mr. Chernomyrdin said: 
"We give them very much con- 
cessions. We will of course not 
forgive them (their debt). But 
we can stfli take it. We give 
them extensions (on pay- 
ments.” 

“We hope that the Ukraine 
' government sees it is time to 
pay the money back,” he said. 


Jordan records modest growth 
in industrial production in ‘93 


By a Jordan Times Staff reporter 

AMMAN — Overall industrial production registered only a 
1.7 per cent growth during 1993 although some sectors showed 
significant growth rates, according to official figures. 

The general industrial production index set by the govern- 
ment rose by 3.6 points to dose at 212.7 points, while the 
general revised industrial production index (which includes 
phosphate and potash output) went up by 3.3 points to 215.6 
points, according to the December 1993 statistical bulletin of 
the Central Bank of Jordan (CBJ). 

The figures compare with 16.6 points rise in the general 
index and 12.4 points in the revised index registered during the 
year 1992. the bulletin said. 

A sector- by-sector review showed that the sharpest decline 
was registered in the pharmaceutical sector. The sector's index 
registered a decline of 63.4 points to dose at the end of the 
year at 231.8 points. 

Another decline was seen in the production of food items. 
The food items index dropped from 162.5 points to 144.8 
points during the year compared with a rise of 62.7 points 
during the previous year. Other sectors where output dropped 
included animal feed. leather and footwear, phosphate, 
detergents and soap as well as batteries. 

The general index and other indices of various sectors of 
industrial production (processing, mining and quarrying, 
chemicals and construction materials in addition to several 
other categories) were set at 100 based on 1979 production 
figures. As such, the index figures also reflect the overall rise 
or drop in production in various sectors since 1979. 

The bulletin, giving a sector by sector index, showed that: 

— Soft drinks production went up by 44.9 points to dose at 
173.1 points 

— Alcoholic drinks production rose by 2. 1 points to dose at 
90.3 

— Fooder output declined by 1S.3 points to dose 87 

— Cigarettes and matches production rose by 10.7 points to 
dose at 102.3 

— Clothes and textiles production rose by 12.5 point: to 
dose at 131.4 

— Footwear and leather production dropped by Z. 1 points 
to dose at 128.5. 

— Plastic and sponge output rose by 9.2 points to close at 
141.5 

— Pharmaceuticals declined by 63.4 points to close at 231.8 


— Paints output rose by 14.6 points to close at 131.6 

— Detergents and soap production declined by 15.9 points 
to close at 187.1 

— The general index for construction materials remained 
unchanged at 223.9 points 

— Iron production declined by 41.5 points to close at 153.8 

— Cement production (including clinker) shot up by 59 
points to close at 546 

— Wood products output went up 1.5 points to dose at 57.1 

— Other construction materials output went up by S.S 
points to close at 228. 

— Petroleum products output went up by 1.5 points to close 
at 170.5. 

— Phosphate output dropped by 2.7 points to close at 149.7 
points 

— Paper and cardboard production rose by 53,1 points to 
dose at 302.4. 

— Batteries output dropped 11.4 points to dose at 101.8. 

— Electridty production rose by 45.5 points to close at 
524.4. 

The CBJ bulletin gave the following figures for output in 
various sectors during the year 1993 (the bulletin used the old 
British/ American system to give the figures and the Jordan 
Times converted into the metric system. The figures in 
brackets give the corresponding figures for 1992): 

— Phosphates 3.79 million tonnes (3.86 million tonnes) 

— Potash 1.35 million tonnes (1.13 million tonnes) 

— Fodder 39,330 tonnes (48.510 tonnes) 

— Alcoholic drinks 6.57 million litres (6.25 million litres) 

— Cigarettes 3.46 million (3.09 million) 

— Textiles 1.037 million metres (1.001 million metres) 

— Upper leather 233.200 square metres 

— Sole leather and wool 53.370 tonnes (44,100 tonnes) 

— Fertilizers 42.290 tonnes (49.824 tonnes) 

— Chemical adds 763,920 tonnes (999.000 tonnes^ 

— Detergents 29.160 tonnes (30,870 tonnes) 

— Cement (including clinker) 2.76 million tonnes (2,466 
million tonnes) 

— Iron 163.260 tonnes (211.230 tonnes) 

— Metallic pipes 15.210 tonnes (13,230 tonnes) 

— Petroleum products 2.52 million tonnes (2.54 million 
tonnes) 

— Paper and cardboard 14,400 tonnes (15.300 tonnes). 

— Liquid batteries 77,400 (86.700) 

— Electridty 4.43 billion kilowatts (4.06 billion kilowatts) 



THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKMG. AIR FREK3H1 
FORWARDING. DOOR- to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


AlftIN K A WAR & SONS 

TIL. 604676 604696 




FOR RENT & SALE 

Many villas and apart- 
ments furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

For more details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 

Tel. 810605/810609/810520 
Fax: 810520 




The only Restaurant that 
Offers real Chinese & Arabic 
Specialities under une nwT 


.Sweifiyeh. 

816690 

'-^^Flat.O.Tel 
‘ Serviced Suites In 
I Grand Hotel Style 




Afifon... 

to tfie mjfCace to 6e in 
the ... 


Rozena Inn 
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M* 03572/ 630571 fox: 630572 JebalAmHan,2ndCirdB 



Every night with live music 
"And you can dance ton !!! " 
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INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
YOUR REGULAR LINK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

EASTERN SERVICES 

OFFICIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 775 TLX : 23023 FAX : 656 270 
PEACE BUILDING - JABAL LWEIBDEH 
AMMAN - JORDAN 


•'..Cheers Cafe' 

' OFEN IN RAMADAN 

4:30 p.m.-V. Late 



Dealauranl. & Tapes 
Or / . C}-.. 

Jehel Amman. 3rd circle 
Tel. 61 50 61 



THE 

ATMOSPHERE 

CREATORS 




TALK OF THE TOWN 
DISCOTHEQUE 

OpM nighty 9M ?M to 3X‘; AJK I 
Except Sunday FreowJW PM to 3.00 AM | 

Tuuday Claud 

Tel: 685211 Fax: 617779 
Middle East Hotel - Shmenani 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a * 
Kitchenette In every room^l 
“Satellite T.V. Reception” 


l»AI!OTEL 


Amman - Tel 660193 
P.O-Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriatesand 
Businessmen 
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f CHEN’S x 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 2:30 

p.m. 

v 6:30- Midnight > 


The firsts best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle JabatArrman. near 
Ahtiyyan C‘ r, s School 

Tmkm mwtmy ts waBaM* 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel. 638968 
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The Best !\ 

<• Indus Ciisine. 


? ,>v 

B wfcham 

.V- .11 s I ; .i \ 7 

£ On n FoKLtM'H A DiXNr a. 
f-or rMcrvotiorn o»!| WI361 




SZECHWAN EARBENS 
CHINESE RESTAURANT 
Typical Chinese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 

| Opai 1130- 3:30* \ 

Take away is available 

Star Al-Arab Street 
Urn Uthainah Commercial Centre 

Tel.: 861174 

nCtace lasted JUuMys Loved -« 

■■ ===— —g ? 
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FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


Special Executive Luncheons ; 

Take away service ! 
available - ! 

Open Daily 12 JO- 3.30 pm ' 
7.30 -T1 .30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel; 

Towards 3rd circle j 


Tel; 659519 659520 


SELECT HOTEL 


@ Superior Hotel Services for 
Businessmen & Families & its 

NeGrEsCo BaR 

@ Good Drinks & 

Excellent Snacks 

©Open Noons 

& Evenings 


Jabal A1 Webdeh/Tel.637101/637102 





FOR YOUR 
Advertisement 




Jordan 

Times 

Call tel: 




S 667171 exf.223 

HvCWav w.-.y.-«wvwy ■■■■■-■* 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 
size 30% larger 

* Free enlarge- 
ment 20 x 30 cm 

Shmeisani - Opp. Orindlavs 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: S23S91 



gsfiss Ko&srat 


Daily Lunch' 


-NIGHTLY— 

Vine Dining 
and 

Live Music 


Parole 

. Aidoun - Jordan Supemurlcl ftLDG. 
2nd floor Tel: 824677 



LAKA SALON AM 
BEAUTY CENTRE 

Hairstyling, 
hair removal 
with hot wax 
and Arabic way. 
Manicure, pedicure 
and facials. 

Sweifleh, 
opposite Boston 
Fried Chicken 
Tel. 862552 



AVIS 
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Mandela receives tumultuous 
welcome in Bophuthatswana 


MMABATHO. South Africa 
(Agencies) — ANC President 
Nelson Mandela received a 
tumultuous welcome in 
Bophuthatswana Tuesday after 
South Africa's weekend over- 
throw of homeland leader 
Lucas Mangope. 

Pretoria took over the nomi- 
nally independent homeland 
after Mr. Mangope, a bitter 
foe of the African National 
Congress (ANC). refused to 
guarantee free campaigning for 
South Africa's first democratic 
elections in late April. 

Residents lining the streets 
to welcome Mr. Mandela said 
they were overjoyed to see him 
and he represented freedom to 
them. 

His cavalcade drove from 
the main air base on Mma- 
batho’s outskirts, occupied for 
a day last Friday by armed 
white rightwingers from South 
Africa, to the South Africa 
embassy which now effectively 
controls the homeland. 

The white rightists failed in 
their bid to keep Mr. Mangope 
in power and dispersed when 
South African troops arrived. 

Ambassador Tjaart Van Der 
Walt and Job Mokgoro. a 
black official from the De- 
velopment Bank of Southern 
Africa, were appointed admi- 
nistrators and are expected to 
establish a council to reg- 
ulate the homeland until (he 
April 26-28 elections. 

Mr. Mandela, who is widely 
expected to emerge from the 
poll as South Africa's first 
black president, addressed 
Thousands of enthusiastic civil 


servants at the Mmabatho 
Convention Centre. 

He promised that their jobs, 
pay and pensions were secure. 

Unrest first broke out 
among Bophuthatswana’s two 
million people when civil ser- 
vants demonstrated to demand 
their pensions be paid before 
the election because of fears 
over the homeland's future. 

The 10 black homelands cre- 
ated by Pretoria during the 
apartheid era are due to dis- 
appear after the elections, which 
Mr. Mangope had originally 
vowed to boycott. 

"We want to normalise the 
situation here. Although we 
fought the homeland system 
for many years, the civil ser- 
vice is going to be necessary 
when we have a democratic 
government." Mr. Mandela 
said. 

"All of you have experience 
of running a government and 
we rely on you." he said. 

Mr. Mandela warned them a 
new government might have to 
rationalise or trim the civil 
service. But he added: "None 
of you are going to thrown into 
the streets. You will be placed 
in other jobs. It does not mat- 
ter whether you are black or 
white.’’ 

Mr. Mandela also urged stu- 
dents at the convention centre 
to return to their schools to 
"work for a better tomorrow.” 

Other ANC leaders arrived 
in Mmabatho Tuesday, includ- 
ing ANC women's league Pres- 
ident Winnie Mandela, 
estranged wife of the ANC 
president. They travelled to 


Mmabatho in separate vehi- 
cles, witnesses said. 

At the meeting with business 
owners, many of whom had 
their shops looted and bunted 
last week, Mr. Mandela said he 
regretted the damage but 
appealed for perseverance. 

“We urge you to rebuild 
your buildings because our 
country can never grow with- 
out the development of busi- 
ness,” he said. 

Mr. Mangope and his sup- 
porters have blamed the ANC 
for the destruction, saying it 
instigated the uprising. When 
an audience member asked if 
there would be government 
assistance for victims of the 
looring, ANC foreign affairs 
director Thabo Mbeld would 
only say the subject was under 
discussion. 

Meanwhile, gunmen killed 
six people and wounded seven 
near Empangeni on South 
Africa's Natal north coast 
Tuesday, police said. 

Police spokesman Major 
Bala Naidoo said the gunmen 
opened fire on people in En- 
seleni township at about 4 a.m. 
(0200 GMT). He had no other 
details and would not comment 
on a motive. 

At least two people were 
reported killed Tuesday in the 
tense black township of Umla- 
zi; as ANC supporters pro- 
tested the uf'ctipadon of a site 
where they were to have rallied 
earlier in the week. 

The ANC was forced to hold 
its campaign rally in the streets 
Sunday after the rival Inkatha 
Freedom Party, which opposes 


the April election, took over 
the Umlazi Stadium set aside 
for the ANC gathering. 

Early Tuesday, hundreds of 
ANC supporters began mar- 
ching through Umlazi to pre- 
sent a memorandum to police 
accusing them of inaction Sun- 
day. The memorandum also 
demanded the removal from 
the township of the South Afri- 
can police's Internal Stability 
Unit, which the ANC accuses 
of instigating violence. 

A local resident. Mildred 
Miya, said she was walking 
with another woman when two 
carloads of armed men drove 
by and shot at them. Her com- 
panion was shot in the head 
and killed, said Miya. She 
alleged the killers were in uni- 
forms of the Kwazulu Police 
Force. 

Kwazulu is the Zulu . tribal 
homeland, which is Inkatha's 
stronghold. It has its own 
police force and has been ac- 
cused by the ANC of atrocities 
against political opponents. 

A local peace monitor on 
hand to observe the day's 
events said a dead body was 
also found in a shack Tuesday 
on the edge of the township. 
The monitor, Stephanie Mil- 
ler. said the body was in an 
ANC-dominated area of the 
township. 

Umlazi, outside Durban, is 
in Natal province, the area 
hardest-hit by political vio- 
lence between the IFP and 
ANC. Violence has soared in 
recent weeks because of In- 
katha's resistance to the April 
26-28 election. 



African National Congress President Nelson Man- 
dela laughs as he is given a raptnous welcome by 
the crowd at a rally in Sebokeng near Johannes- 


burg during his election — in the Trans- 
vaal (AFP photo) 


Seoul, 
To,./o say 
>: ' T . Korea 

hampered 

inspectors 

SEOUL (R) — South Korea 
and Japan said Tuesday North 
Korea had apparently ham- 
pered U.N. experts' efforts to 
determine, whether the Stalin- 
ist state is secretly diverting 
plutonium for a weapons prog- 
ramme. 

“There were some indica- 
tions the inspectors ran into 
trouble. But I am not able to 
say specifically what the prob- 
lems were,” said a senior Seoul 
government official who re- 
quested anonymity. 

He was commenting on local 
news reports that the inspec- 
tors failed to conduct some 
crucial checks, including taking 
samples from a "radiochemical 
laboratory” at Yongbyon, 
north of Pyongyang. 

"We have to wait further 
before making a final judg- 
ment on whether the North has 
broken its promise to ensure a 
smooth completion of the in- 
spection,” be said. 

A Japanese Foreign Ministry 
official said Tuesday the Tokyo 
government had been told by 
the International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA) that 
its six-man inspection team 
faced several curbs during a 
two-week visit which ended 
Tuesday. 

The United States hhs made 
unimpeded IAEA inspection 
of seven North Korean sites a 
key condition for high-level 
talks with Pyongyang in Gene- 
va at the end of next week. A 
South Korean News report 
Tuesday said the talks were 
now off. 

The promised U.S.-North 
Korean talks arc part of a 
package negotiated by 
Washington. Pyongyang and 
Seoul to defuse tensions on the 
Korean peninsula and stop 
North Korea from proceeding 
with a suspected nuclear arms 

programme. 

If the IAEA experts say they 
were prevented from carrying 
out a meaningful examination 
of the nuclear facilities, howev- 
er. the deal could be in danger. 

"Certain restrictions were 
placed on what they could do 
at one or two locations and it’s 
a question of how seriously 
these will be viewed (when the 
team reports back),'* IAEA 
spokesman David Kyd told 
Reuters Monday. 

If such curbs were imposed, 
or if the IAEA confirmed nuc- 
lear materials were diverted 
far military use. the agency 
could eventually take the mat- 
ter to the U.N. Security Coun- 
cil. 

Even if this month's visit did 
pass successfully, the IAEA 
would be unable to confirm 
once and for all that Pyon- 
gyang has told the truth in 
flatly denying any nuclear arms 
amlntions. 

For more than a year, the 
agency has unsuccessfully 
sought access to two unde- 
clared sites at Yongbyon* 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Composer named Greek culture minister 

ATHENS (R) — Composer Thanos Mikroutsikos will be 
• •• om in this week as Greece's culture Minister, a government 
^yofci^man said Tuesday. Mr. Mikroutsikos, ;he former j 
director of Athens' Concert Hall, has served as deputy culture 
minister since October, when the Socialist Party won national 
elections. He will be sworn in Wednesday, replacing Melina 
Mercouri, who died 10 days ago following an operation for 
lung cancer. 

Georgians to join Russian border troops 

TBILISI (R) — Georgians will join Russian border troops j 
guarding the frontiers of the Transcaucasian Republic;' 
gia's Defence Ministry said Tuesday. Under an agreement ■ 
signed Monday, Georgian conscripts and volunteers will-join** 1 
Russian troops along the 200 kilometre frontier of the former 
Soviet republic with Turkey. A Defence Ministry spokesman 
said the agreement was signed in Tbilisi by Russian Border 
Guards Commander Andrei Nikolayev and his Georgian 
counterpart Valery Chkheidze. Georgia, one of the most 
independent-minded of the former Soviet republics, joined the 
Commonwealth of Independent States last year when its 
integrity was threatened by an interna] feud and a separatist 
rebellion. Earlier this year it signed a political treaty with 
Russia. The two countries agreed to cooperate in guarding 
Georgia's border, seen by both as a Commonwealth frontier. 


U.K. defence chiefs 
mistress tells all 


LONDON ( AP) — The things 
people do for national security: 
expose u married boyfriend, 
pose in a black negligee for a 
tabloid newspaper. 

Bicnvcnida Perez-Bianco 
claims deep concerns about 
national security moved her to 
scU her story of an affair with 
Britain's most senior military 
officer, prompting him to res- 
ign as chief of the defence 
staff. 

The News Of The World, a 
sensational Sunday tabloid, de- 
voted five pages to the rela- 
tionship between Sir Peter 
Harding, oO, and his .'2-year- 
old Spanish mistress. 

Sir Peter is married and has 
four children, lie resigned Sun- 
day after the paper hit the 
streets. 

The copyrighted story in- 
cluded photos of Ms. Perez- 
Bianco in black lace stockings 
and see-through negligee, and 
excerpts from love letters. 

"Your mind is agile, deer 
and challenging." says one let- 
ter allegedly written by Sir 
Peter, "Your body is incompa- 
rable and your face utterly 
bcamiful. You move like a 
gazelle, dress like a queen and 
have impeccable taste. We are 
soul-mates." 

London's Evening Standard 
newspaper reported Monday 
that Ms. Perez -Blanco. the ex- 
wife of a former Conservative 
member of parliament, was 
paid £175.000 (about S262.000) 
for the story. 

Her publicist. Max Clifford, 
confirmed there was a financial 
arrangement but would not 
discuss the amount. 

Sir Peter and Ms. Perez- 
Bianco met for lunch at a 
central London hotel Friday, 
and the tabloid said one of its 
reporters evnesdropped from 
the next table. The paper's 
photographers snapped the 
pair kissing on the hotel steps 
as Sir Peter helped the spike- 
hccled blonde into a cab. 

Mr. Clifford's o^.ice said Ms. 
Percz-Blancu was not available 
for interviews until next week. 


after the News Of The World's 
follow-up story: The Secret 
Love Romps. 

The News Of The World 
quoted her as saying Sir Peter 
was careless about security. 

"If I had been an enemy 
agent, it would have been the 
easiest thing in the world to 
organise his assassination. Or 
if someone was blackmailing 
me, I might have been forced 
to give details of his move- 
ments.” she was quoted as 
saying. 

The BBC asked Mr. Clifford 
if a cheesecake photo in the 
News Of The World was the 
best way to address security 
risks. 

"I think it was a verv effec- 
tive way. yes." Mr. Clifford 
replied. "A lot of people are 
aware of it now. If I had p oked j 
up the phone to someone in j 
the Ministry of Defence and 
said this. 1 don't think they 
would have taken any notice at 
all." 

Mr. Clifford aiso repre- 
sented Antonia De Sancha. an 
aspiring actress whose affair 
with former cabinet Minister 
David Me liar contributed to 
his resignation in 1992. 

Ms Perez-Bianco married i 
sir Anthony Buck in 1990 when 
he was a member of parlia- 
ment. Sir Anthony . r-5, retired 
from politics and his marriage 
broke up last year. 

Sir Anthony confirmed 
Saturday that his former wife 
had a “very intimate rela- 
tionship" with Sir Peter. 

British press repons said 
Ms. Perez-Bianco recently 
married an an dealer. Sir Peter 
was only the latest casualty of a 
recent burst of exposes. Gov- 
ernment ministers Timothy 
Yeo and Lord Caithness res- 
igned in January after reports 
of adultery. Conservative law'- 
maker Hartley Booth, a 
Methodist lay minister, res- 
igned his minor post in the 
Health Ministry after a young 
woman shared some of his 
amorous poetry with a news- 
paper. 


Australian 

government 
rides high; 
opposition 
divided 


CANBERRA (R) — The gov- 
ernment of Australian Prune 
Minister Paul Keating is riding 
high, with an opinion poll 
Ti 


Bosnia Serbs refuse convoy to Maglaj 


since jts shock election victory 
a year ago. 

Shrugging off recent ministe- 
rial resignations and with the 
economy now rapidly speeding 
away from the early- 1990s re- 
cession, Mr. Keating has 
surged ahead of opposition 
leader John Hewson, who is 
battling to keep his job. 

Tne poll in the Australian 
Newspaper said the Labour 
Party, this wee’- celebrating 
the first anniversary of its un- 
expected 1993 election win, 
now led with 45 per cent sup- 
port to the Liberal-National 
opposition’s 42 per cent. 

Mr. Keating was the prefer- 
red prime minister of 46 per 
cent of voters compared with 
25 per cent for opposition lead- 
er John Hewson. 

Voters, who almost always 
back the opposition in the mid- 
dle of a government’s term of 
office, swung unexpectedly to- 
wards Labour in a by-election 
on the weekend. 


SARAJEVO (R) — Bosnian 
Serb authorities refused Tues- 
day to gram permission for an 
urgently needed relief convoy 
to enter the besieged Muslim 
enclave of Maglaj, United Na- 
tions relief officials said. 

The convoy had been plan- 
ned to leave from Zenica in 
central Bosnia Wednesday 
morning for the short drive 
north into the city of Maglaj, 
where at least 16,000 people 
have been under siege by Serb 
and Croat forces since the mid- 
dle of 1993. 

A total of 103.000 people, 
most of them Muslims, are 
trapped in the Maglaj pocket, 
which has relied for months on 
nightly airdrops of food. The 
last U.N. convoy to reach the 
enclave gained entry on Oct. 
25. 

The United Nations has 
been denied access to the area 
repeatedly by Serbs in recent 
months. 

U.N. relief officials said the 
latest refusal came from Bos- 
nian Serb officials in their self- 
styled capital of Pale, not from 
field commanders who have 
been blamed for most of the 
delays in the past. 

The U.N. Security Council 
Monday condemned Bosnian 
Serb intransigence and called 
for an immediate lifting of the 
siege and access for all huma- 
-nitarian -convoys- 

The United States and Rus- 
sia will employ a mix of induce- 
ments and threats to push the 


Bosnian Serbs into joining a 
budding Croat-Muslim Federa- 
tion in Bosnia or ceding to it 
conquered land, diplomats say. 

Incentives to board the su- 
perpower peace train in the 
Balkans, they say, would in- 
clude the right to keep some 
territory taken in battle and 
revocation of U.N. sanctions 
imposed for aggression against 
Bosnia. 

If the Serbs ding to the 70 
per cent of Bosnia they bold 
and keep waging war to grab 
more, a U.N. arms embargo 
could be partially lifted to ex- 
empt the Croats and Muslims. 

Western diplomats sketched 
the next stage in Bosnia's 
peace process following a 
U.S.-brokered Croat-Muslim 
deal to set up a decentralised 
cantonal state with a joint 
army, ending a bloody scram- 
ble for ethnically mixed terri- 
tory. 

Russian peace envoy Vitaly 
Churkin began shuttle di- 
plomacy this week to usher the 
Serbs, linked to Russia by Slav 
heritage and Orthodox reli- 
gion, into the U.S.-sponsored 
peace plan to forge a durable, 
overall settlement. 

After meeting Serbian and 
Croatian leaders in Belgrade 
and Zagreb Monday, Mr. 
Churkin said the federation 
■could be a rstepping stone" to 
a full peace settlement but that 
Serb interests had .to bejrecog- 
nised. 


"There are three ethnic 
communities there who have 
basically equal rights. If there 
are sovereign rights for Croats 
and Muslims then the assump- 
tion must be that there are also 
sovereign rights for Serbs,” 
Mr. Churkin said. 

The Serbs have hinted at 
marginal territorial conces- 
sions but nothing close to the 
20-30 per cent demanded by 
Croat and Muslim leaders keen 
to repatriate refugees and cre- 
ate an economically viable 
state with defensible borders. 

“The plan now is to go to the 
Croats and Muslims. Ask them 
what their territorial bottom 
line is and then go to the Serbs 
and get them to negotiate with 
a mixture of inducements and 
threats,” a senior Western di- 
plomat said. 

"You say to the Serbs, you 
already have 70 per cent, in 
return for recognition of some 
of your gains you need to give 
the Muslims and Croats some 
good quality territory.” 

"If the Serbs do not play 
ball, they run into the possibil- 
ity of renewed efforts to lift the 
'arms embargo.” 

The world would also ensure 
that ethnically cleansed terri- 
tory would be placed in indefi- 
nite quarantine 

“We’d:. devise 'a way of 
'poisoning*' property acquired 
by ethnic deansing,” a diplo- 
mat said. 


4 die in shooting spree at U.S. firm 


SANTA FE SPRINGS, Calif. 
(R) — A man who had been 
fired from his job at an electro- 
nics plant returned Monday 
and went on a shooting ram- 
page, killing three former co- 
workers and wounding two be- 
fore taking his own life. 
Scores of panic-stricken em- 
oyees of Extron Electronics 
. dropped to the floor or ran 
screaming from the buildiDg as 
the gunman yelled "get down” 
in Vietnamese and opened 
fire, witnesses said. 

The suspect, identified as 
Tuan Nguyen, 29, walked from 
one corner of the building to 
the other, calmly selecting his 
victims and shooting them at 
point-blank range with a .38- 


plq 

lnc 


calibre pistol, police said. 

A man and a woman died 
inside the computer parts plant 
in the Los Angeles suburb of 
Santa Fe Springs, and a second 
man who was shot in the chest 
succumbed to his injuries at a 
local hospital. * 

Mr. Nguyen and all of his 
victims were of Asian descent, 
and though be had worked 
with some of them, it was 
unclear if he targeted them in 
advance, authorities said. 

Mr. Nguyen had worked at 
Extron for 10 weeks but was 
fired 2-Vi weeks ago for poor 
performance during his prob- 
ationary period, said Bill Mar- 
tin, a spokesman for the Los 
Angeles County Sheriffs De- 
partment. 


In an interview conducted 
when he left die company, Mr. 
Nguyen made no threats, and 
die motive for his attack was 
not known, Mr. Martin said. 
Mr. Nguyen was believed to be 
Vietnamese but authorities 
were unable to confirm his 
nationality. 

Mr. Nguyen managed to 
bypass the company’s elabo- 
rate security system Monday 
by entering through a rear 
t door that had been left open- 
' for ventilation as temperatures 
soared into the upper 80s. 

About 120 employees — 
many of them South East 
Asian immigrants — were in 
the building at the time of the 
shootings, and many Bed 
through the exists, police said. 


Clinton seeks normalcy but troubles stalk him 


BOSTON (Agencies) — It was 
supposed to be the day the 
Clinton White House got hack 
on track, but it was interrupted 
by something like a train wreck 
as the administration was hit 
by the resignation of another 
top official under a cloud. 

President Bill Clinton's 
Monday began in Detroit with 
the president speaking about a 
favourite subject. The reriving 
U.S. economy. 

By late aftcrr.c^n a sad- 
dened president was in Boston 
frying to explain his latest per- 
sonnel problem and minimise 
the damage to his administra- 
tion. 

An old friend of Mr. Clin- 
ton's from Arkansas, .Associ- 
ate Attorney General Webster 
Hubbcil. unexpectedly res- 
igned. The resignation' came 
amid questions about billing 
practices at the Rose Law Firm 
in Little Rock. Arkansas, 
■where he was an associate of 
first lady Hillary Rodham Clin- 
ton. 

It was another setback to an 
administration already stagger- 
ing from the Whitewater affair 
and trying to refocus attention 
on policy. 

“As I said, I have no know- 
ledge of this." Mr. Clinton told 
reporters in Boston who asked 
about possible harm to his 
administration. "This is, to 
me, more of a personal deal for 
Webb Hubbel.” 

But White House officials 
were clearly crestfallen that the 
week during which they hoped 
to get attention back on 
domestic issues had started so 


badly. 

The president launched a 
three-day trip Sunday that was 
supposed to concentrate on the 
economy, including a speech at 
the International Jobs Con- 
ference in Detroit, and to get 
away from Washington and 
two weeks of unseemly 

Whitewarter headlines- 

“Whitewater” takes its 
name from the Whitewater 
Development Corp. a now de- 
funct Arkansas real estate ven- 
ture in which then- Arkansas 
Governor Clinton and his wife 
invested. 

A special counsel is investi- 
gating Whitewater's ties to the 
failed Madison Guaranty 
Savings and Loan in the 1980s. 

The scandal exploded in 
Washington this month with 
word that 10 administration 
officials bad been subpoenaed 
to testify about several meet- 
ings between White House and 
Treasury Department staff 
concerning a federal probe into 
the Whitewater affair. 

The Republicans cried 
"coverup" and on March 5, 
White House Counsel Bernard 
Nussbanm was forced to resign 
after admitting he took part in 
the meetings on the investiga- 
tion with treasury aides. 

But when Mr. Hubbcli's res- 
ignation burst into the head- 
' fines in the afternoon, it 
bumped Mr. Clinton's remarks 
about global growth and jobs 
right out of tne spotlight. 

Television newscasts Mon- 
day evening focused on the 
president's problems again, in- 
cluding rehashes of the 


Whitewater scandal, even 
though the administration 
asserted there was no link be- 
tween the affair and Mr. Hub- 
bell's decision to step down. 

Mr. Hubbeli’s name, howev- 
er, has been linked to Whitewa- 
ter. His father-in-law is said to 
have borrowed money from 
Madison and was an executive 
of a Madison real estate sub- 
sidiary. 

There had also been ques- 
tions on whether the Rose Law 
Firm where Mr. Hub bell work- 
ed had misled the government 
about previous work done for 
the failed Madison Thrift. In 
November. Mr. Hubbeli re- 
moved himself from any in- 
volvement in Whitewater mat- 
ters. 

As Mr. Clinton sought to 
distance himself from Mr. 
Hubbeli’s resignation Monday, 
a senior White House official 
admitted, “we can’t always 
control the timing of these 
things.” 

If the president had anv bad 
feelings about Mr. Hub'bell's 
resi gnati on, “’he didn't express 
them," the official said. 

But by Monday evening the 
president was sounding defen- 
sive. charging that Republicans 
opposed to his policies were 
“committed to the politics of 
personal destruction." 

“I never did them (the Re- 
publicans) the way they are 
doing us today in Washington 
D.C.,” he told a Democratic 
fundraiser in Boston. “It is 
wrong.. And it is not good for 
the United Slates of America." 


Mean w mi e Hillary Rodham 
Clinton reiterated Monday 
that she made mistakes in 
handling the Whitewater 
affair, but- “you live and learn 
and you go on.” 

“When this is ail over, it's 
going to be the same story 
we’ve been relling for two 
years: We made a bad invest- 
ment. we lost money and 
there’s really not much more to 
add to it.” Mrs. Clinton told 
reporters in a brief news con- 
ference outside a Colorado 
National Guard field hospital. 

The first lady said she was 
‘‘deeply saddened” by the res- 
ignation Monday of Mr. Hub- 
bell. 

The Clintons said they lost 
569,000 on their investment 
into Whitewater. 

"We know we lost money. 
We lost a bunch of money for 
as.” she said. “Goodness 
knows what you all would be 
saying if we made any money. 
Tm glad we did lose money.’* 

“We’re just going to do 
whatever is appropriate to do. 

' That’s what we’ve always done 
over the last 15 years or so we 
have dealt with this,” she said. 
She said ft would not deter her 
from fighting for health re- 
form. 

She steered clear of 
Whitewater in an earlier 
address in Boulder, Colorado, 
where she drew cheers from 
University of Colorado stu- 
dents at an outdoor rally when 
she exhorted them to rally be- 
hind "the promise of change" 
that her husband brought ^ 
Washington. 


Japan police quiz 
beautician on 
dismembered body 

TOKYO (R) — ; Japanese 
police are questioning a female 
beauty salon manager in con- 
nection with the grisly murder 
of a hairdresser whose torso 
and severed limbs have been 
found in southern Japan, news 
reports said Tuesday. The 
crime came to light in early 
March with the discovery of a 
woman's left arm in a plastic 
rubbish bag at a motorway 

service area. The arm was 
identified as belonging to 
Mayumi Iwasaki. a 3n-vear-oId 
hairdresser from Fukuoka, 
who was last seen on Feb. 28 at 
a farewell party being given for 
her by salon colleagues. Later, 
the torso, with breasts and 
internal organs horribly muti- 
lated. was found in two pieces 
in a railway station locker. But 
the head and some other body 
parts have yet to surface. Tele- 
vision news showed the suspect 
— her head and most of her 
body covered by a coat — 
being bundled into a car and 
driven to police headquarters 
for questioning. A police 
spokesman refused to com- 
ment on reports that detectives 
were poised to formally arrest 
the 38-year-old woman, and 
that they planned to question 
her male friend. The reports 
said police suspected the crime 
might have been work-related. 
Iwasaki. apparently a popular, 
and valued hairdresser, was 
moving to a new salon taking 
most of her clients with her. 


Rape cases 
increase in 
Vietnam 

HANOF(R) — Rape is on the 
rise in Vietnam, with 400 cases 
in the first nine months of 
1993. 22 per cent more than in 
the corresponding period of 
1992, an official women's 
newspaper reported. Calling 
for tougher sentencing and a 
crackdown on pornography, 
the weekly Women Of Viet- 
nam detailed four cases in 
Hanoi in which the victims 
were children aged between 
three and nine. It said more 
than 30 per cent of rape victims 
were teenagers and 70 per cent 
of rapists were aged 18 to 30. 
In several cases, the rapists 
killed their victims. While 
death- isthe maximum penalty 
fbr*rape in Vietnam, the news- 
paper said one man was jailed 
for just six years in 1992 for 
raping a three-year-old girl. It 
said "authorised sentences" — 
apparently meaning longer jail 
terms or the death penalty — 
should be applied "to awaken 
and to educate" offenders. "At 
the same time, in order to 
prevent (rape) effectively, it is 
necessary to build up a healthy 
way of living... arid resolutely 
eliminate from sociajjife those 
'■pdrodgfaphitrpublications that 
arouse violence and sex." it 
added. 


Cambodia opens 
an exclusive 
gunclub 

PHNOM PENH (R) — Cm 
bodia. battered by more th 
two decades of civil war. h 
opened an exclusive club cat* 
ing to those whose intere: 
still run to gunfire, and who 
members roster reads like 
Cambodian "who's who 
"The Cambodian Sport ai 
Entertainment Club has hei 
established with the aim 
provide a place of recreatu 
and relaxation to the me 
powerful, influential, promi 
ent and wealrhv people." sa 
a brochure. The club is tl 
brainchild of Hone Knn 
based German busmessm; 
Thomas Bover and his Camb. 
dian counterpart Lv Sorsam 
and its rosrer reads like 
who s who ' of Cambodia 
rich and powerful. Its "patror 
is _ Cambodia's .second Prin 
Minister Hun Sen. And h 
supporting cast of honourai 
members includes Sar Khem 
Cambodia s influential intern 
and national security ministv 
Defence Minister Ter. Chun 
rath. Ek Serevwath. secretai 
of state for defence and Khk 
b-anhanth. secretarv ol sta; 
for information. Included i 
the club s facilities on th 
capital's southern outskirts ar 
a skeet-shootine (dav piueor 
range. a Eolf driving ran-, 
angling ponds and a tenni 

T ^ re arc e ' en person; 
hovercraft f or memh ^ rs - ^ 

And to quench a thirst hart 

Kh°", f the P , isIwl ra - 
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German groups campaign to stop match 


BERLIN (R) — A loose alliance of left-wing German groups, 
wcmed that neo-Nazis might use a soccer match between 
England and Germany on Hitler’s birthday next month for 
fascist demonstrations, are campaigning to change the date 
and venue. The match is set for April 20 — the 105th 
anniversary of Hitler’s birth — in Berlin’s Olympic Stadium, 
site of the 1936 Olympics which Hitler used to showcase his 
theories of Aryan racial superiority. “We're strongly opposed 
to this game on this date in this stadium,” said Thomas Nord, 
deputy chairman of the reformed Communist Party of 
Democratic Socialism (PDS) in Berlin Tuesday. ‘The Olym- 
pic stadium has fascist traditions and is the worst possibly place 
for this match." Nord said left-wing groups — including -the 
PDS, Union Workers Against Racism, Anti-Fascist Soccer 
Fans and the Humanist Union — were planning a demonstra- 
tion in front of Berlin's city hall April 9. He said the groups 
would press organisers to change the date and venue. But he 
said there would be no demonstrations at the stadium nor any 
attempts to disrupt the match if their protests prove unsuccess- 
ful. The controversial soccer friendly was originally scheduled 
for Hamburg. 

Parts wants to reclaim Grand Prix 

PARIS (R) — A new athletics stadium opening in Paris later 
r^s year could stage annual Grand Prix meetings in the French 
capital from 1995, city officials said Tuesday. The 20,000- 
capacity Charlety Stadium will host this season's Grand Prix 
finals Sept. 3. Joel Lame, sports director to Paris Mayor 
Jacques Chirac, said the city also expected to reclaim the 
annual international athletics meeting it lost to LOle six years 
ago. "This meeting should be repatriated to Paris from July 

1995, ” he said. The event, now upgrades to Grand Prix circuit 
status, has been staged at the Stadium Nord in Vflletieuve 
D'Asco near Lille since 1988. Laine said the Lille region would 
undoubtedly resist any move to wrest the event back to Paris. 
"It’s true they have invested heavily in it but we can’t leave 
Paris without a major competition. Even if we don't get it, 
we'Ii create a new event,” he added. 

Romanians threaten to ban Astafei 

BUCHAREST ( R) — Romanian athletics bosses said Tues- 
day they will ban high jumper Alina Astafei from competition 
for refusing to appear for Romania in last weekend's Euro- 
pean indoor championships in Paris: "Alina Astafei missed a 
prestigious indoor competition and, worst of all, she has no 
credible reason for being absent,” Traian Badea, secre tary of 
the Romanian Track and Held Federation (R.TFF), said. 
"Romania lost a probable gold medal ... because of Alina's 
absence. Astafei, the Barcelona Olympic silver medallist, has 
moved to Germany and says she wants to get German 
citizenship. “We have no right to stop Alina choosing the 
citizenship she wants,” Badea said. "But we have the 
possibility to ban her from all official contests and we'll do it.” 
Under International Amateur Athletic Federation (1AAF) 
rules, Astafei faces a ban of between one and three years. 

Melbourne to host Grand Prix in 1996 

ADELAIDE, Australia (AP) — The Australian Formula One 
firand Prix auto race will switch from Adelaide to Melbourne 
uT 1996, the South Australian State government announced 
Tuesday. State Premier Dean Brown said the South Austra- 
lian and Victorian State governments and the Formula One 
Constructors Association had reached an agreement to allow 
the race to be run in Adelaide, .atynit 805 kilometres west of 
Sydney, this year- and in.l99X^then move to Melbourne in 

1996. As part of the deal, the^lelboume race organisers will 
buy equipment from Adelaide, including stands, fencing and 
barriers, and will help from Adelaide, including stands, 
fending and barriers, and will help promote the two remaining 
races in Adelaide. The race originally was scheduled to switch 
from Adelaide to Melbourne, about 320 kilometres to the 
southeast, in 1997. 

Luton holds West Ham to goalless tie 

LONDON (AP) — Division one Luton held West Ham to a 
goal-less tie Monday in a Football Association Cup quarterfin- 
al game, leaving Chelsea waiting to know who it will meet in a 
semifinal at Wembley. Some 27,000 fans at Upton Park saw 
West Ham’s Mike Marsh hit the Luton post three minutes 
before half time and dear a header from the visitor's Des 
Linton off his own line in the 62nd. West Ham defender Alvin 
Martin almost sliced an attempted clearance into- his own net 
and David Preece and Scott Oakes both went close to grabbing 
a late winner for the viator. The two teams will meet again at 
Luton’s Kenilworth Road Stadium March 23. The winner 
meets Chelsea at Wembley April 9 with Manchester United 
facing Oldham in the second semifinal in the same stadium a 
day later. The fianl is at Wembley May 14. 
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DON'T MISS YOUR FREE SHOT 


WEST 
* 7 6 
7 Q 9 5 
9 2 


Neither vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 

* K Q 4 
T J 64 3 
v 6 6 3 

* K 7 3 
EAST 
4 10 3 2 
7 K 10 2 

OK1084 

4 Q J 9 8 3 2 4 A 10 6 
SOUTH 
4 A J 9 8 5 
•7 A 8 7 
: A Q J 7 
4 4 

The bidding: 

South West North East 

1 4 Pass 2 4 Pass 

4 4 Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Queen of 4 

Study only the North-South 
cards. Suppose you were declaring 
the four-spade contract. Realistical- 
ly, what are the lines you should 
consider and is there a way to com- 
bine them? 

Even though North’s hand is per- 
fectly balanced, we endorse the raise 
to two spades. K Q a in opener's 
major is too good support to sup- 
press, so if you don't raise immedi- 
ately. opener will never play you for 
that much. Once spades were raised. 
South's hand revalued to 19 points 


and the jump to game was 
automatic. 

West led the queen of clubs and, 
since that virtually marked East 
with the ace. it was ducked all 
round. Since there was no way to 
avoid losing two heart tricks, which 
would complete the defenders’ book, 
declarer could not afford any other 
losers. Therefore, a finesse for the 
king of diamonds had to succeed. 

Dummy's two entries must be 
used to take diamond fi ness es , so 
there's no way that South can take 
advantage of a 3-3 heart split to set 
up a long heart. It might seem that 
the only hope is a 3-3 diamond 
break. 

Be careful not to overlook one 
other chance. If diamonds are 4-2 
and the hand that’s short in dia- 
monds has only two trumps, the 
contract is still home. 

With careful timing, declarer can 
test both lines. After raffing the dub 
continuation, declarer crosses to the 
table with a high trump and takes a 
diamond finesse. Dummy's other 
high trump serves as an entry for a 
second finesse. Before drawing the 
last trump, declarer cashes the ace 
of diamonds. If the cards are as 
above. West shows out. but can't 
raff, so declarer can trump the low 
diamond and claim the contract 


Diego Maradona begins 
training for World Cup 


BUENOS AIRES. Argentina 
(AP) — Troubled Argentine 
soccer star Diego Maradona 
began training for the World 
Cup Monday after meeting 
with national team coach Alfio 
Basile. 

“I felt very good, taking into 
account that it's been a while 
since I’ve done anything,” 
Maradona told a load radio 
station after running 45 mi- 
nutes with teammate Oscar 
Ruggeri at the national team’s 
training site. "At the end, as is 
logical, I was tired.” 

Maradona was one of 19 
players named Sunday by 
Basile for a March 23 friendly 
match between Brazil and 
Argentina in Recife. Brazil. 

"I won't be in good shape, 
but I could join the bench and 
play some minutes,” Marado- 
na said on a television show 
Sunday night. 

Maradona and Basile met 
before the player’s training ses- 
sion to "dear up everything we 
had to clear up,” Maradona 
said. He did not elaborate. 

Maradona, 33. had not play- 


ed or practised since he left the 
Argentine league team 
Newell’s Old Boys six weeks 
ago, dting nagging leg injuries. 
He last played for the national 
team against Australia in 
November. 

On Feb. 2, the day after he 
and Newell's announced Their 
separation, Maradona shot at 
journalists outside his home 
with a compressed-air rifle. 
Five of them were slightly in- 
jured by the pellets. A criminal 
court judge is expected to 
question Maradona about the 
incident Tuesday. 

Five days later, after trying 
to escape the media, Marado- 
na scuffled with a journalist in 
a restaurant in Oricnte, 280 
miles (450 kilometres) south of 
Buenos Aires. 

Since then, he has remained 
out of the public eye, and until 
Monday had made little effort 
to get into playing condition. 
Several times in recent years 
the 5-foot-5 (1. 65-metre) 
mifielder has ballooned and 
then lost weight through in- 
tense training and crash diets. 


Nuggets trounce Spurs 


DENVER (R) — The Denver 
Nuggets held most valuable 
player candidate David Robin- 
son to a season-low eight 
points and coasted to an asto- 
nishing 116-88 victory over the 
San Antonio Spurs late Mon- 
day. 

Denver snapped a three- 
game losign streak with their 
first win over San Antonio in 
five tries this season. The 28- 
point margin of defeat was the 
Spurs' largest of the season. 

Mahmoud Abdul Rauf 
scored 19 of his season-high 33 
points in the first half as De- 
nver raced to a 16-point half- 
time lead. 

Laphonso Ellis added 17 
points for the Nuggets, who 
increased their lead to 23 
points after three quarters. 

Vinny Del Negro scored 16 
points to pace San Antonio, 
which fell into a first-place tie 
with the idle Houston Rockets 
in the Midwest Division. 

But Robinson, second in the 
league in scoring with a 29 
points per game average, shot 
just 3-of-J2 from. the floor for 
his meagre eight-point per- 
formance. ■ — 

The Nuggets were 7-for-12 
from three-point range and 
committed just seven turnov- 
ers. 

In Utah, John Stockton sank 
two free throws with 20 
seconds remaining to lift the 
Jazz to a 102-101 triumph over 
the Los Angeles Lakers. 

Nick Van Exel missed a 20- 
footer from the top of the key 
that would have won the game 
for the Lakers as time expired. 

Karl Malone scored 17 


points and Stockton added 16 
points and 12 assists for the 
streaking Jazz, who won for 
the 11th time in their last 12 
games. 

Van Exel scored 22 and 
Vlade Divac added 19 points 
and 13 rebounds to pace the 
Lakers. 

A pair of free thorws by 
Sedate Threat! had given the 
Lakers a 101-100 edge with 29 
seconds left, but Stokton was 
hammered attempting a layup 
and went to the line for his 
game-winning free throws. 

In Charlotte, Alonzo 
Mourning scored 26 points, in- 
cluding the first four of over- 
time. to power the Hornets to 
a 107-101 victory over the Bos- 
ton Celtics. 


Harding 
headhunted 
to wrestle in 
Japan 


TOKYO (R) — A top 
Japanese pro-wrestling group 
said Tuesday it is trying to lure 
controversial figure skater 
Tonya Harding with promises 
of contract money exceeding 
Nancy Kerrigan's deal with 
Walt Disney. 

“We first want to invite 
Harding to our match on 
March 27,” said a spokesman 
for the all-Japan women's pro- 
wrestling organisation, one of 
four groups which put up 
teams in the women's league. 

“Then she can make up her 
own mind after seeing the 
situation for herself.” 

“She was bom i to be a pro- 
wrestler.” Japanese tabloids 
quoted the organisation chair- 
man, Takash Matsunaga, as 
saying. "She's physically fit 
and used -to adverse circumst- 
ances.” 

Like its male counterpart, 
women's pro-Wrestling is clos- 
er to show business than sport. 
In Japan, about 60 women 
wrestlers compete in muscle 
power, provocative or devilish 
costumes, and even personal 
theme songs, some of which 
make the charts. 

The spokesman said his 
group was ready to offer Hard- 
ing a contract worth 200 mil- 
lion yen (S1.9 million) with 
further promises of "fight 
money" of about 40 million 
yen ($380,000) a year. 

Harding is scheduled to ar- 
rive in Japan late this week to 
take part in the March 20-27 
figure skating championsips in 
Chiba, outside Tokyo. 

The group said that, so far. 
Harding bad not responded to 
calls from its agent in the Un- 
ited States. 


China team 
denies 

match-fixing 

charges 

BEUING (R) — China’s top 
football squad Liaoning has 
denied allegations by the Asian 
Football Confederation that 
members engaged in match- 
fixing during die Asian club 
championship finals in Bang- 
kok. 

Ma Lin, the official who led 
Liaoning at the championships 
in January and February, told 
the official People’s daily Tues- 
day the charges were false. 

“Although Liaoning's per- 
formance in this competition 
was not ideal, we were de- 
finitely not falsifying the 
matches,” Ma said. 

“During the period of the 
matches, the team spent most 
of the time together In group 
activities, and members did not 
have the opportunity to go and 
make private contacts.” 

China has formed an official 
panel to investigate the confed- 
eration charges that both 
Liaoning and China's national 
squad, in Bangkok for the 
lung's Cup last month, may 
have been paid off by a syndi- 
cate of Thai bookmakers. 

Confederation Secretary 
General Peter Vellapan said 
last week in Kuala Lumpur 
that bookies were staying with 
the teams in the official hotel 
and it had obviously affected 
their performances on the 
pitch. 


Indian Cultural Gathering 

The Indian community in Jordan is holding a cultural 
gathering on Friday, March 18. All Indians are invited to 
attend. 

Venue: The Indian Embassy premises, the First Circle. 

-i Time: Events start at12 noon sharp 


Business Development Manager 

Job Opportunity 

A position has become available for a Business 
Development Manager in a major export-oriented 
manufacturing company with sales in excess of 
US$2,000,000/annum. Responsibilities would include 
the following: 

=£> Co-management of factories. 

=> Simulation of manufacturing operations. 

=> Feasibility of various other industrial ventures. 

=> Product marketing. 

We are willing to consider applicants with the following 
qualifications: 

• MBA or masters in industrial management from an 

American institution. ; ' 

• Extensive computer competency 

• Female, with at least one year of experience. 
Candidates should send their resume and a recent 
photograph to: 

MBA Position, P.O.Box 7245, Amman, Jordan. 
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Agassi’s game, and his tongue, 
too sharp for Becker and coach 


KEY BISCAYNE. Fla. (AP) 
— Boris Becker and Nick Bol- 
letderi never had a chance 
Monday against Andre Agassi. 
His game and tongue were just 
too sharp. 

Only ballgirl Stephanie 
Flaherty gave Agassi any trou- 
ble in the third round of the 
Lipton championships. 

Flaherty, captain of her high 
school tennis team in Miami 
Lakes, won a point against 
Agassi after a frustrated Beck- 
er asked her to replace him. 

“I told her. ‘Play another 
point. Maybe you are going to 
get a game'.” Becker said. 
“But she was too embarras- 
sed." 

So Becker returned to the 
court, and Agassi completed a 
near-perfect performance for a 
6-2, 7-5 victory. 

When Agassi was done slam- 
ming winners, he took aim at 
Bollettieri, who severed their 
10-year player-coach rela- 
tionship last summer. Bollet- 
tieri now coaches Becker. 

”Njck is insignificant, to be 
quite honest.” Agassi said. 
"His knowledge of the game is 
limited, there's no question ab- 
out that. If you're ever 
wondering how much he 
knows, go play him a set of 
tennis. But he can sell himself 
pretty well." 

And that's just what Bollet- 
tieri did after watching the 
match. 

‘Til be coming out with my 
book in six to nine months.” he 
said. “It'll have a full chapter 
on Andre.” 

No. 6 seed Michael Chang 
joined Agassi in the fourth 
round by rallying to beat 
Alberto Berasategui of Spain 
1-6, 6-4, 6-2. Chang was serv- 
ing and trailing in the second 
set 0-3, 15-40, and overcame 
three break points to start a 
turnaround. 

“I was very fortunate to 
come out of that one,” Chang 
said. “I look at it more as a gift 
from the man upstairs.” 

Jim Grabb, ranked no. 185, 
upset no. 4 Sergi Bruguera 7-6 
(7-4), 6-3. Top-ranked Pete 
Sampras beat David Wheaton 

6- 0, 5-7, 6-1; no. 3 Stefan 
Edberg beat Jason Stoltenberg 

7- 6 (7-3), 6-1; and no 5 Jim 
Courier beat Andrei Cherka- 
sov 6-3, 7-5. 

Top-ranked Steffi Graf ex- 



Andre Agassi 

tended her winning streaks to 
29 consecutive maiches and 51 
sets by beating Amy Frazier 
6-3. 64). No. 2 Arantxa San- 
chez Vicario swept Lori 
McNeil 6-2. 6-1. 

Agassi's win was almost that 
lopsided as he beat Becker for 
the seventh straight time. No 
other player has given the Ger- 
man so much trouble. 

“Andre was really in his 
zone and couldn't miss a ball." 
Becker said. "He was hitting as 
hard as possible, and I served 
115 MPH senes and he just 
put them back like nothing. 

"I guess if he hears the name 
Becker, it just makes him play 
much better." 

Agassi, seizing the momen- 
tum with a series of winners on 
his senice return, won nine 
consecutive points on his way 


to a quick 4-1 lead. 

When Becker continued to 
struggle at the start of the 
second set. losing eight of the 
first nine points, he handed his 
racket to a stunned Flaherty. 

"I looked at him and he said. 
‘Play the point." the 17-year- 
old high school senior said. 
"Were not supposed to talk to 
the players, but Agassi signal- 
led it was OK. so I decided to 
play. 1 don't remember if I hit 
a forehand or a backhand. I 
was so nervous." 

She hit a stinging backhand 
return that Agassi chased 
down in the corner. Then she 
pushed a forehand over the net 
to win the point as Agassi 
pretended in stumble. 

The crowd roared with de- 
light. Even chair umpire Paulo 
Pcriera laughed. 


DUTY FREE GAR FOR SALE 

1990 Volkswagen Jetta. full options. AC-automatic 
transmission, power windows, excellent condition. 
Price: JD5000 (O.N.O). 

Contact 861476. From 3 a.m. -4 pm. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

- In excellent location in Um Al Summak A1 Janoubi (7th Circle 
area). 

Composed of 3 bedrooms, big living, dining hall and guest 
room. A kitchen. 2 bathrooms and a laundry room. 
-Yearly rent. There is telephone 

Please contact 818581 or 861851 


816690 




818637 


Unquestionably Classy, Always Trendy ! 

COCKTAILS 10UNGC ! 

In Grand Hotel Style ! 


" Cocktails + Fine Entertainment + Pub - Resto 
Three TV. Outlets Screening Three Different International Channels 

Simultaneously I 

■ B 

id it fieleJinottMt, - Swtetimed ...! 

J!a, GrfUlkate, at JL& "Vita.. %st ?? 


.. Amoni’ the Best Cocktail Lounges in the World ! 



Cinema " Tel.: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 

Cinema Tel.: 699238 

PLAZA 

Cinema Tel.: 677420 

CONCORD 

Tel.: 618274 - 618275 

AMMOKIN THEATRE 

Tel.: 675571 

NafcH Al Mashini Theatre 

Nabi! & HIshanYs Tel.: 625155 

AHLAN THEATRE 

ST 

@ 
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f& 

^ T 
A 
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Jean-CIaude Van Damme 

TARGET 

Shows: 11:1X1. !:*«■ h:IS * S0:W 

Adel Emam in 

TERRORIST 

Shows: KMX). 12:30. 3:00. 5:01) 6:45. 8:30. 10:31) 

CONCORD *V 

Sylvester Stallone — in 

OemoBition Man 

Shotvs: I2:W. 3:tW. 6:30. 8:30. Kl;30 

CONCORD - 2 * 
Women of Desire 

Shows: 5:30. 7:(Hi. 8:45, U!:3il 
Special film for children 

Dennis The Menace 

Shows: 11:30 a.m.. 1:30. 3:1X1 p.m. 

Opening Soon 
A political comedy 
Forbidden X Forbidden 

presents a play entitled: 

Al Ilm Nuron 

A popular political comedy 
Actors: Abeer Issa, Daoud Jalajel. 
Hassan Al Shaer, Fuad Shomali 
in addition to other comedians 

Every night at 8:15 
Tickets are sold all day 

Coming soon: The next play 

Nabil and Hisham Theatre 
presents 

Ahlan Arab Summit Conference 
(play) 

daily at 9:15 p.m. 

Theatre is closed Sundays, Monday 
and Tuesdays 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Policeman killed in southern Egypt 


CAIRO (AP) — Two suspected Muslim extremists shot and 
killed a policeman Tuesday a: a village near the southern dty 
of Assiyui, police said. The killing follows the pattern of 
attacks by Al Gamaa AI Islamiyah, which has waged a 
two-year campaign of violence to destabilise the government. 
A policeman was also killed Sunday near Assiyut. In Tues- 
day's shooting, the unidentified attackers gunned down 
policeman Mohammad Fathi. 48. and escaped with his pistol. 
The killing was in the village of Walidia, about 320 kilometres 
south of Cairo. It is one of the extremists" strongholds, and 
119 people were arrested there last month. 


Egyptian theologian answers critics 


CAIRO (R) — The head of Egypt's top institute of Muslim 
learning, responding to complaints of censorship by theolo- 
gians. said his institute had a duty to protect imellecutal life 
from deviant opinions. Gad Al Haq Aii Gad Al Haqq. sheikh 
of Al Azhar. said in an interview published on Tuesday the 
row over Al Azhar's censorship role was the artificial creation 
of writers who wanted to “insult" Islam. In a little-publicised 
ruling last month, a branch of the council of state, the 
equivalent of u supreme court, said Al Azhar had the sole right 
to decide on the Islamic content of films and television 
programmes. Intellectuals have criticised the ruling, saying it 
gives Al Azhar too much power. They also object to Al 
Azhar's well-established role in censoring books. But Sheikh 
Al Haq told the international Arabic newspaper Sharq AI 
Awsat: “AI Azhar does not confiscate anyone's thought and 
docs not represent an obstacle to opinion... When Al Azhar 
points out that certain books are deviant ... it is preserving 
intellectual life and protecting correct thought and right 
opinion. In the same way as wc immunise man from diseases, 
we must immunise our intellectual and cultural life from 
perverted thoughts and deviant opinions which lead people 
astray and give Muslims doubts about their faith and the 
religious law." 


‘Russian gas blast deliberate* 


MOSCOW (R) — A Gas explosion that killed 11 people in- 
Russia's central region of Bashkortostan on Saturday was set 
off deliberately, ITAR-TASS news agency quoted local police 
as saying on Tuesday. They gave no further details. The state 
emergency committee in Moscow was unable to confirm the 
report immediately. TASS also quoted police as saying three 
children were among those killed in the blast, which ripped 
through a two-storey block of flats in Glagoveshchens, about 
20 kilometres north of the regional capital UFA. Ten people 
were injured. 


Mexican financier missing 


MEXICO CITY (R) — A leading Mexican financier and one 
cf the country's richest men has gone missing and rumours 
have been circulating in financial circles that he has been 
kidnapped, his company said. Mexican financial group 
Banamex-Acrival, in a brief statement, said the whereabouts 
of company President Alfredo Harp Elu were unknown. But 
the company, responding to rumours that Mr. Harp may have 
been kidnapped Monday in Mexico City, released a statement 
saying it had no confirmation that he had been kidnapped. 


Belarus adopts new constitution 


MINSK (API — Lawmakers approved Belarus' first post- 
Soviet constitution Tuesday and called elections for president 
and parliament later this year. The constitution seeks to shed 
the iegacy of decades of Soviet rule, declaring that Belarus is 
“a free, ... democratic state," and guaranteeing individuals the 
right to own land. It also states the goal of becoming a 
non-nuclear, neutral country. Belarus, located on Russia's 
western border, is one of four former Soviet republics to 
inherit nuclear weapons after the collapse of the Soviet Union. 


Nigerian found near Syria -Lebanon border 


BEIRUT (AP) — \ 24-year-old Nigerian was found dead. 
Tuesday near the I chanesc -Syrian border in what is suspected 
:■* iv a authorities said. Police said the man, 

.-.!eut:f:cd ns Omar Ulnrawaji of Lagos, was found in the early 
morning in the eastern Lebanese village of Meshrefeh near the 
border. A coroner said the man had been dead for two days. 
The cause of death was a Wow to the back of the head. A 
Nig.’nan p-iv-po 1 . : on the victim showed he entered Syria 
through P.'tv.i-c.v. ..irport March S. police said. Thousands of 
if!e".:l ..ihoarer- ir v.i Africa u.-l :!sc Lebanesc-Syrian border 
to sneak it*. to Lebanon in search of work. 


U.S. Navy rescues six fishermen 


BAHRAIN lAP) — A U.S. destroyer Tuesday rescued six 
Kuwaiti fishermen whose boat had been left drifting in the 
Gulf because of engine trouble. A Navy statement said the 
L’SS Harry W. Hill picked up a distress signal and sent out a 
helicopter that spotted the disabled boat at dawn SO kilometres 
off Kuwait. The fishermen suffered from dehydration and one, 
aged 40, was in serious condition. He was flown by helicopter 
to Kuwait. The Harry W. Hill's home port is San Diego. 


Nigerian sfudonfs fiacs execution 


LAGOS (Rl — Twenty-fi'ur student-, of the University of 
[-agos. closed indefinitely •: -veekend following cult 

ciashcs. have been charged v • -nets s.Oiuriy, court officials 
said on '•aevdav The studert: . wV *i.v the death penalty if 
convicted, included officials of the students union, which has 
been spearheading a purge against secret cults accused of 
terrorising the campus community. The students, who pleaded 
not suiltv. were arrested on Saturday white ransacking the 
homes of parents whose children they alleged were cult 
members. The were charged on Monday with robbing two 
men of property worth ‘W.000 naira (540.000) white armed 
with machetes and other dangerous weapons, the court 
officials said. 


Zhirinovsky gives Miser! Setter for Clinton 



MOSCOW (AP) — Russia** I'lTsnptiona-ist Vladimir Zhir- 
inovsky met privately with R:c:;..:d Nixon on Tuesday and 
pave him a message to deliver v 'J.S. President Bill Clinton, 
the ITAR-TASS news agency reported. Details of the message 
were not disclosed. Mr. Zhirinovsky, the leader of the Liberal 
Democratic Party, and Mr. Nixon discussed U.S. -Russia 
relations and various political problems during their meeting 
in Mr. Nixon's hotel suite, the news agency said. The former 
U.S. president was to meet later with Nikolai Travkin, head of 
the Democratic Party of Russia, before heading for Ukraine 
on Wednesday and a meeting with President Leonid Krav- 
chuk. 


21% of Russian MPs want Alaska back 


MOSCOW (R) — One Russian parliamentary deputy in five 
believes Alaska should be part of Russia, not the United 
States, according to an opinion poll published Tuesday. The 
Mneniye Poll Service sei»» i? bed c.-f almost half the 444 
me*?! her - '• zc'ir.g 


.L-pul.v . . ... L-cr 

cent .. v :•» . • . , 50 per cent 

said it should stay pun o! the United States. The rest refused 
so answer or said they could not reply. Russia's parliament, 
elected last December, is dominated by conservatives. Com- 
munists and extreme nationalists. Russia sold Alaska to the 
United States for S7.2 million in 1S67 — a bargain price for the 
oil-rich northern territory which became the 49th state of the 
Union on Jan. 5. 1959. 


Algerian media say 150 
attackers overran prison 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — The 
assault which freed more than 
900 inmates from a high- 
security prison was mounted 
by more than 150 well- 
prepared attackers transported 
in 40 tracks, Algerian news- 
papers reported Tuesday. 

The reports, including one in 
the state-run daily Al Mujahid, 
provided the first detailed 
accounts of the spectacular 
attack Thursday by Muslim 
fundamentalist commandos on 
the Tazult prison, 400 
kilometres southeast of 
Algiers. 

AI Mujahid said the attack- 
ers invade the prison only after 
taking control of the nearby 
village to prevent guards living 
there from getting back to their 
posts. A heavy construction 
vehicle was placed across the 
road linking the prison to the 
town, the newspaper said. 

Liberie, an independent dai- 
ly. said 909 inmates escaped, 
including 70 who had been 
sentenced to death. Al Mu- 
jahid. without giving figures, 
said the condemned prisoners 
included fundamentalists sent- 
enced by special anti-terrorism 
courts set up since Islamic mili- 
tants began an insurgency two 
years ago. 

A manhunt was underway 
throughout the mountainous 
eastern region of Aures for the 
escapees and the attackers. 
Security forces announced 
Monday that they had killed 24 
escapees, captured 79 and 
seized a large quantity of arms. 

One guard and five attackers 
were killed in the attack, the 
Justice Ministry reported over 
the weekend.' Four guards 
were wounded and seven kid- 
napped. 


Ai Mujahid reported that 
several hours before the 
escape, residents of Tazult 
noticed a large number of un- 
familiar young men in the town 
who were assumed to be 
gathering to celebrate the up- 
coming end of the Holy Month 
of Ramadan. 


The newspaper said three of 
attackers' tracks drove right 
into the prison compound, 
thanks to help from two guards 
who were accomplices. It said 
the operation Lasted 75 mi- 
nutes. 

Nails, rocks and the bulldoz- 
er blocked the access road 
from the nearby village of 
Tazult. The guerrillas tore up 
the road to Batna town to 
prevent security forces 
reaching the prison. 

“Two hundred assailants ar- 
rived in 40 trucks and left after 
freeing about 1,000 prisoners 
and carrying off 100 war 
weapons," Liberte said. Al 
Mujahid added that the raid 
was carried out with “the com- 
plicity of a penitentiary official 
who opened the gates to allow 
the armed groups to enter." 

‘To cover their flight, the 
assailants tore up the road link- 
ing Lambese to Batna over a 
stretch of 15 kilometres and 
strewed it with nails," Liberte 
said. 


Allies and enemies 


rally behind Geagea 


BEIRUT (R) — Right-wing 
Maronite Catholics have ral- 
lied behind their onetime 
warlord against a government 
clampdown, charging author- 
ities with torture -and human 
rights abuses against former 
Christian militiamen. 

Traditional Maronite foes 
of Samir Geagea, leader of 
Lebanese Forces (LF), joined 
his supporters in loud pro- 
tests that accused the half- 
Christian. half-Muslim gov- 
ernment of bias against 
Maronites. 

It was the first show of 
solidarity by the splintered 
rightist Maronites since the 
1990 end of the 15-year civil 
war. 

Prime Minister Rafik 
Hariri, a Sunni Muslim, cal- 
led a crisis meeting Tuesday 
of top security officials to 
discuss the army's restrictions 
outside the Geagea's head- 
quarters in the hills of Ghid- 
ras about 30 kilometres 
northeast of Beirut. 

Mr. Hariri had cut short a 
holiday in Saudi Arabia to 
celebrate ‘Eid Al Fitr and 
returned to Lebanon Sunday 
night because of the crisis in 
the Christian heartland, 
sources dose to the prime 
minister said. They spoke on 
condition of anonymity. 

Dr. Geagea headed the 
main rightist fighting 
machine during the civil war. 
He voluntarily disarmed his 
I 6.000-strong militia in 1991 
; under an' Arab League- 
: brokered peace accord that 
gave Muslims an equal share 
of power with the long- 
dominant Christians. 

The main Muslim civil war 
militias also disarmed in 
Beirut and the hinterland 
southeast of the capital. But 
the Iranian-backed Hizbollah 
(Party of God) retained its 
weapons in east and south 
Lebanon to wage a guerrilla 
war to dislodge Israeli 
occupation troops from a 
southern border strip. 

Maronite politicians and 
spiritual leaders viewed milit- 
ary restrictions on access to 
Mr. Geagea's headquarters 
since Thursday as discrimina- 
tion against Christians while 
Hizbollah's heavily armed 
irregulars runs a state within 
a state in east Lebanon. 

The army, which is a mixed 
Muslim and Christian force, 
said in a communique that 
the restrictions were part of a 
security dragnet after bomb 
scares sparked by a Feb. 27 
explosion that killed 10 wor- 
shippers at a church in 
Jounieh north of Beirut. 

' Ahcut :wc dozen arrets 
' uvj resn rrtdc. Dr. Geagea 
: said most of :ht detainees 
were Lebanese Forces parti- 
sans, labelling the house raids 
as a "flagrant abuse of human 
rights.” 

None has been charged 
and Dr. Geagea denied his 
group's involvement in any 
security breach since it was 



Samir Geagea 

officially licensed to operate 
as a political party after the 
war. 


The most vociferous pro- 
testers were Patriarch Nasral- 
lah Sfeir, spiritual head of the 
one million Maronites of 
Lebanon, and parliament 
members representing the 
Kesrouan province, the main 
Maronite stronghold. 


“We have heard many 
things about beatings and tor- 
ture of detainees. This is un- 
acceptable and we are going 
to follow this thing up,” said 
Kesrouan Deputy Irsheid Al 
Khazen after a meeting with 
Dr. Geagea in Gbidras Mon- 
day. 


The patriarch warned of 
“grave consequences" if au- 
thorities persisted in the 
crackdowm. "Harassment 
could lead to defiance,” Mr. 
Sfeir threatened in his Sun- 
day sermon at his seat in 
Bkerki in Kesrouan. 


Deputy August Bakhos, a 
Maronite who heads parlia- 
ment's justice affairs commit- 
tee, denounced as “illegal" 
the atrests of Lebanese 
Forces partisans and the anti- 
Geagea restrictions. 

Even George Sa3deh, the 
leader of the Falange Party 
from which the Lebanese 
Forces broke away, buried 
the hatchet with Dr. Geagea 
and deplored “the one-sided 
measures." 


“If the measures are im- 
plemented only on one party 
then we say no to such mea- 
sures,” said Farouk Abi 
Lamaa, a onetime close aide 
to exiled array General 
Michel Aoun, who is Dr. 
Geagea's roost implacable 
foe. 


Apparently to appease the 
Maronites. the government's 

miilicrr -'-osccutrr in.'tractH 


securv- 'c-rces ^ - - 
arrest armed men who 
demonstrated in East Leba- 
non’s town of Baalbek Fri- 
day. 

Hu was referring to hun- 
dreds of Hizbollah gunmen 
who took to the streets in full 
military gear to stage an anti- 
Israeli ' parade. 


young men thought to be peo- 
ple from Batna shopping be- 


The fortress — also known 
by its French name Lambese 
— was built by the colonial 
authorities in the 19 century as 
a top security prison on a rocky 
pinnacle above Tazult in the 
foothills of the Aures Moun- 
tains. 

“A few hours before the 
escape Tazult villagers noticed 
feverish activity. A number of 


fore the end (of the Ramadan 
fast),” Al Mujahid said. 

“Nobody thought the co- 
vered trucks contained armed 
men waiting for the end of the 
fast to start the operation,” the 
paper said. 

“This operation is the worst 
humiliation experienced by the 
authorities, whose absence in 
the security sector in recent 
weeks reduces what little credit 
they enjoyed,” commented the 

Al Watan. 

A commission of inquiry has 
been set up “to shed light on 
the conditions of the escape 
from the Tazult prison and 
establish responsibilities,** 
APS said. 

Liberte newspaper said 
“combined security forces 
were deployed immediately 
and continue to search the 
Aures region.” The radio said 
security forces had surrounded 
the whole Aures region. 

The radio spoke of four war- 
ders collaborating with the 
gunmen but made no mention 
of any being killed. 

The jail, one of Algeria’s 
toughest, was built by the 
French in the 19th century to 
take prisoners condemned to 
death. 

It is one of several where 
hundreds of militants have 
been held since political vio- 
lence broke out in Algeria two 
years ago. 

Algerian newspapers said 
the gunmen ringed the jail, 
took control and then took 
away the prisoners in trucks. 
The prison, they said, had 
3,000 inmates. Some common 
criminals were returned after 
the breakout, they added. 


Explosives 
defused 
outside 
British rail 


station 


SEVEN OAKS, England 1 CAP) 
— Rail travel between London 
and the southern commuter 
belt was disrupted Tuesday 
morning after police found an 
explosive device near the 
tracks outside the Seven Oaks 
rail station. 

British Transport police said 
the device was found on an 
embankment under a bridge. It 
was made safe by bomb dispos- 
al officers and no one was 
injured, police said- 

No one immediately claimed 
responsibility for planting the 
device and the police spokes- 
man said no warning was 
given. 


Train travel was halted 
through the busy station, 35 
kilometres southeast of Lon- 
don. 

Flights were back to normal 
Tuesday at London’s Heath- 
row airport as hundreds of 
police combed the area around 
the airport for more hidden 
IRA mortar bombs. 

The Irish Republican Army 
(TRA) launched three mortar 
attacks on the airport in five 
days, the last one Sunday 
morning. No one was injured 
in the attacks and no damage 
doen but flights were cancelled 
and delayed. 

In Belfast, Northern Ire- 
land's police said the IRA had 
developed a new light-sensitive 
detonator for bombs that could 
be accidently triggered by car 
headlights or similar means. 

“By placing the units in the 
community the terrorist is 
playing with the lives of the 
people,” Chief Superintendent 
Teny Houston told a Belfast 
news conference. 

“The likelihood of any bomb 
or other explosive device being 
detonated prematurely by 
one of the accidental methods 
causes us such concern that we 
must make the community 
aware of its existence.” be 
said. 


Mr. Houston said a small, 
American-made black box — a 


photographers' “photoflash 
slave unit” — has been 


adapted by the IRA to trigger 
several devices in recent 
weeks. 

The Californian-made de- 
vice can be used to set off a 
bomb remotely from up to 800 
metres but could also be trig- 
gered by car headlights, ambu- 
lance lights or even the infra- 
red beam used to centrally lock 
cars, Mr. Houston said. 

\ h.-.ni n from of the unit, 
-liU::."-, V:.£ box or dropping a 
small stone on it could also 
accidentally trip the mechan- 
ism. 

The IRA was using the de- 
vice to remotely detonate 
bombs from a safe distance. In 
the past, the guerrillas have 
used bombs set off by wires or 
timers. 


A maw digs among the debris and 
collided with a cargo ship in the 


Straits on Monday 


(AFP photo) 


ISTANBUL (R) — Turkey 
said on Tuesday that the Bos- 
phorus Strait, one of the 
world's busiest shipping chan- 
nels, would remain shut until 
an (til tanker fire that killed at 
least 15 people had been total- 
ly extinguished. 

With firemen still fighting to 
control the blaze on board the 
Cyprus-registered Nassia, En- 
vironment Minister Riza Akca- 
H said rescues were looking 
for up to 16 missing seamen 
from the tanker and a second 
vessel with which it was m 
collision. 

“It will definitely stay shut to 
traffic for some time, at least 
until the fire on the tanker was 
totally put out,” Mr. Akcali 
told Renters by telephone. 

Ibrahim Tez, state minister 
for maritime affairs, said ear- 
lier it could take up to 10 days 
to extinguish the fire. 

The Nassia, carrying Rus- 
sian crude oil, and the Ship- 
broker, a Cyprus-flagged dry 
cargo vessel, collided on Sun- 
day night in the Bosphorus 
which dissects Istanbul, a dty 
of 10 million people. 

Mr. Akcali, quoted by 
Anatolian news agency later, 
said the tanker was under con- 
trol with no danger of drift- 
ing.” The extinguishing work is 
going on. No explosions axe 
expected. ..firemen are 
spraying foam to douse the fire 
from both sides of the tanker,” 
be added. 

Mr. Akcali told Reuters two 
tugboats from the Aegean re- 
finery of Aliaga and two others 
from southern Yumuxtalik port 
were sailing to join rescue 
efforts at the scene, off Poyraz- 
koy at the Black Sea months of 
the 30-kilometre strait, near 
Istanbul. 


“Bremen and domestic and 
international rescue crews are 
working to recover bodies of 
seamen. The death toll is still 
15," he added. 

The aeddent was the worst 
in the Bosphorus since a 1979 
collision where an oil tanker 
exploded, killing 43 seamen. 

The Nassia had been bound 
for Genoa after loading 98,500 
tonnes of crude oil at the Rus- 
sian terminal of Novorossiisk. 

Mr. Akcali said a 12- 
member team sent by the 
Dutch firm Smit Tak BV had 
arrived in Istanbul to help put 
out the fire. 


An official from the private 
maritime firm Zthni Denizr% 
ifle, agent for the tanker, saitf a 
Greek ship, which he named as 
the Mega-Alexandros, was to 
arrive at the strait later in the 
day. 

“It is the best equipped ves- 
sel in the world aha will initial- 
ly remain at stand-by. If need 
be, it will also be used to 
extinguish the fire and to tow 
the tanker, the official, who 
asked not to be identified, told 
Reuters. 


He said a greater hazard 
from fire was averted thanks to 
an inert gas system in the 
tanker that prevented oxygen 
in the tanks from flaring up 
and to a southwestern wind, 
still Wowing over the strait. 
“The strait cannot be opened 
until the fire is completely ex- 
tinguished,” he Said. 

Private television channel 
ATV said the oil slick from the 
Nassia was spreading south to- 
wards Istanbul, another pri- 
vate channel. HBB TV, 
quoted officials as saying that 
the fire was partly under con- 
trol. 


Indo-Pak nuclear war 


unlikely — think-tank 


NEW DELHI (AP) — Despite 
heightened tensions between 
India and Pakistan, the 
chances of war in the next 
decade are low, according to a 
semi-official Indian think-tank. 

Nuclear weapons have re- 
duced the threat of war, said a 
report by the Institute of De- 
fence Studies. Neither India 
nor Pakistan will scale back 
their nuclear programmes, 
although the pressure to do so 
will increase. 

The report said the existence 
of nuclear weapons “would 
place severe limitations on fu- 
ture conventional inter-state 
wars.” If one did break out, it 
would last no more than a 
week, said the report written 
by the director of the 
government-funded institute, 
Jasjit Singh. The report was 
released last week. 

Relations worsened this year 
after fresh rows over Kashmir. 
Last week Pakistan lost a bid 
to get the United Nations to 
censure India for alleged hu- 
taan rights violations by troops 
in Kashmir. 

While both countries deny 
they possess nuclear weapons, 
the report assumed that they 
do. 

Western countries have 
asked the arch-rivals to sign 
the nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty and to open nuclear 
power plants and laboratories 
to international inspection. 

India says ft cannot sign and 
close its nudear options be- 
cause neighbouring China and 


Pakistan have nuclear 
weapons. Pakistan refused to 
sign until India does so. 

India and Pakistan have 
gone to war three times since 
colonial India was partitioned 
at the end of British rale in 
1947. Researchers have 
claimed that they nearly went 
to war again in 1990, this time 
with nuclear weapons. India 
denied it. 


The institute's report 
warned against China’s grow- 
ing military strength. Its 1994 
defence budget was increased 
by 25 per cent and is the 
highest since 1979. 

Although India and China 
have improved ties since a war 
in 1962, tile report identified 
tJnna as the “primary strategic 
challenge.” 

Chinese modernisation 
“woitid have a spinoff benefit 
for Pakistan,” Mr. Singh 
wrote, since China helps Pakk- 
tans missile programme. 

Mr. Singh warned Indian de- 
fence planners against lower- 
ing their guard by reducing 
spending without cutting back 
on troop strength. 


To remain battle-worthy and 
mamtara standards at the ore- 
° f spending, 

needs to either reduce its i i 
million strong military by half 
and instead upgrade its tanks 
ships and fighter jets. Defend 
spending has dropped from 





Yeltsin offers 
olive branch 
to Nixon 


MOSCOW (R) — President 
Boris Yeltsin has extended an 
olive branch to former U.S. 
leader Richard Nixon, whoa 
he had angrily refused to meet 
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earlier this week, saying the 
incident was over. Mr. Yeltsin 
had snubbed Mr. Nixon be- 
cause of a visit by the visiting 
81 -year-old to some of tire 
Russian president's worst poli- 
tical foes. The official ITAR. 
TASS agency quoted sources 
from the Kremlin as saying Mr7- 
Yeltsin himself would not'lre 
able to meet Mr. Nixon 'be-; 
cause his mother-in-law , bad 
just died. But, it added. Hr.' 
Nixon could meet other top' 
officials. A furious Yeltsin 
took away Mr. Nixon's official 
car and escorts Wednesday and 
cancelled his official meetings 
because the former U.S. presi- 
dent had first met Russia’s 
former Vice-President Alexan- 
der Rutskoi on coming to Mos- 
cow. Mr. Rntskoi was freed 
from jail against Mr. Ydtshrt 
wishes last month, under a 
sweeping parliamentary 
amn esty for leaders of an 
armed uprising against Mr. 
Yeltsin last October. TASS 
quoted Kremlin sources' as' 
saying: “President Yeltsin con- 
siders this incident, as a result 
of which be refused to receive 
former U.S. President Nixon, 
as over.” “The president has - 
spoken in favour of meetings 
between Nixon and repre- 
sentatives of different branches 
of power in Russia. The presK 
dent himself, though, will' pot 
be able to receive Nixon! be- 
cause his mother-in-law c&ed 
recently.” -I ' 


Bosphorus to stay shut 
until tanker fire is out 
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New York city’s 
new TB cases drop 


NEW YORK (AP) — pn 
cases of tuberculosis (TB) 
dropped 15 per cent in New 
York City last year, the first 
decline in a decade for the 
nation’s most-infected pty., 
Health officials warned Mon- 
day that the decline did not 
mean the city’s epidemic had 
been reversed, and promised 
to expand programmes to fight 
the highly contagious disease. 
“It's not the end of the battle 
but in many ways only the 
beginning. We recognise that 
this may just be a blip on the 
radar screen,” said dty Health 
Commissioner Margaret Ham- 
burg. Tuberculosis, a lung tiv 
ease transmitted by airborne 
bacteria, was once thought to 
be under control. But it rc- 


surged sharply about 15 years 
ago and has reached epidemic 


levels in New York City, esp&‘ 
dally among some immigrant 
and low-income groups. Hie, 
proliferation of the disease fad 
been helped by the appearance 
of strains highly resistant to 
known drag treatments. New 
York City has about 400 pa- 
tients with so-called “mum- 


drag resistant'' TB — 61.per 
cent of the national Aal 


according to the Federal Cen- 
tres for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDQ. In 1993, 
New York City's TB case rate 
of 44 per 100,000 people was 
four tunes the national aver- 
age, offidais said. The dty also i 
had 3,811 new TB cases -in 
1992, which is 15 per cent -of 
the U.S. total of 26,673 eases 
and more than any other dty. 
New cases declined to 3,325 
last year, the first annual; re- 
duction since 1984. Nation- 
wide, new cases declined 5 *per 
cent last year. ■" 


Christian Brother; 
charged with 
sex offences 




MELBOURNE, Australia '(R) 
A senior member of the 
Australian Christian Brothers 
appeared in a Melbourne 
magistrates court Tuesday 
charged with a series of sex 
offences involving eight school 
boys aged between 10 and" 13. 
Brother Edward Dowian, 43, 8 
former vice principal of Mel- 
bourne’s Cathedral College, 
was charged with indecently 
assaulting the boys between 
1974 and 1982. Dowian vras 
dso charged with 22 counts.' of 
indecent assault, four counts of 
common law assault and ‘ojfe 
count of buggery. Dowian 
not required to plead, til? 
assaults allegedly took pi®* 
when Dowian was teaching *( 
St Patrick’s College and; St 
Almus Primary School, both'? 3 
oatiarat north of Melbourne, 
and at Cathedral Coliege- 
Magistrate Noel purcefl .re- 
manded him on bail to 
pear on Dec. 15. The prosecu- 
tion told the court it had 
agreed to allow Dowlsh ® 
attend an eight-month cours* 
at the Catholic Church’s St 
Lukes Institute in the Unite® 
States. 




